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75 Refug ees Reportedly Die in Raid 


NATO Says Its Pilots 
Hit Military Convoy 

BELGRADE — The Yugoslav Foreign Minis try 
said Wednesday that at least 75 people were 
and 25 wounded in NATO air raids on two columns 
of refugees m western Kosovo. 

NATO militaiy sources conceded that alliance 
warplanes had targeted and attacked military ve- 
hicles on a road in western Kosovo, but they would 
pot confirm Serbian media reports that dozens of 
civilians had been killed in the bombings. 

If die account were true, it would mare by far the 
largest single loss of civilian life reported during the 
three-week-old NATO bombing 

The Serb-run Media Center in the Kosovo na pfafl . 
of Pristina said two separate refugee convoys were 
bombed, most of them made up of women, children 
and elderly ethnic Albanians who were being es- 
corted by Serbian police toward the border. 

The reported attacks come the day after NATO 
a dmi tted mistakenly bombing a train as it crossed a 
bridge at Grdelicka Klisnra, 300 kilometers (180 
miles) south of Belgrade; an attack that the BETA 
press agency said Wednesday had killed 10 people, 
wounded 16 and left 17 missing 

The Pentagon said later Wednesday that Serbian 
forces escorting a convoy of Kosovo refugees may , 
have attacked and killed some of the civilians after 
military vehicles in the convoy were hit in a NATO 
air strike. 

Kenneth Bacon, the Pentagon spokesman, said 
General Wesley Clark, the top NATO commander, 
had received ‘Srerbal reports of the possibility” that; 


civilians in die middle of the convoy:” 

A NATO spokesman, Jamie Shea, acknowledged 
that “military vehicles” had beau , a target Wed- 
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A mail passing bodies near the village of Meja where the Serbs reported 64 people were killed. 


nesday afternoon on the Prizren-Djakovica road in 
western Kosovo. 

He added that NATO was trying to establish 
whether the convoy had been hit by mistake. “We 
are processing the battle damage assessment.” he 
said. 

“I would not jump to any conclusions until we’ve 


had a chance to make an assessment,” he said. 
‘ ‘Reserve judgment until we have the facts.” 
Refugees fleeing Kosovo are reporting to relief 
workers that Yugoslav helicopters and airplanes 
have been attacking refugee convoys in the Serbian 

See CONVOY, Page 4 
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Starr Urges End 
To His Own Job 



fetlfeoBdiMP 

Kenneth Starr on the same 
day be testified before Con- 
gress, urging lawmakers not to 
reautborae tbe independent 
counsel statute. Page 3. 


AGENDA 


Pakistan Matches 
India Missile Test 

Three days after India launched a 
nuclear-capable missile, P akis t an 
responded Wednesday by firing off 
a new and improved version of its 
own missile from a testing 

range near die city of Jhelum in the 
northern part of the country. ' 

The Ghami-2 missile, named 
after a 12 th-century Muslim in- 
vader who conquered parts of 
northern India, flew about 1,120 
kilometers (700 miles). Page 2. 
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Children of Chaos in Refugee Camp 

For a little Girl With No Name, Home Is Now Tent No. 389 


■- i.;\ ByDavidFmkel 
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KUKES, Albania — Somehow, she 
made it to the bonier. Somehow she 
made it along , the winding mountain 
roadsto&e steps of a mosque at the edge 
of a field in (be northern Albanian town 
of Kukes — and that’s where whoever 
brought her here abandoned her. 

They don’t know her name; they 
think it starts with a J, because that’s a 
sound she makes from rime to time. 

They don't know her age, but they 
drink she is between lid and 2, a range 
they arrived at by getting her to trust 
than enough to open her mouth so drey 
could count her teeth. 

They think she was lying on a blanket 
at the bare of die steps for perhaps sin- 


hours. until a woman approached her,, 
saw she was filthy, shoeless and sock- 
less, and realized after asking around 
feat she had been abandoned. N ot know- 
ing whal else to do, tire woman took the 
girl to live with her. 

That happened Friday. Now she is 
living in a tent with a family she does not 
know, one of more than 100,000 
refugees in the miserable place that is 
Kukes, all of them in various stages of 
the chaos of displacement. Most of them 
are children. 

The lucky ones are living in tents that 
smell of damp canvas, and tee luckier 
ones are living in old, crowded ware- 
houses that smell of hundreds of shoes. 
The unlucky ones — numbering in the 
thousands — are living in carts that are 
still attached to the tractors teat pulled 


teem here from the burning interior of 
Kosovo. 

The abandoned toddler is in a cent 
toward the end of a row that comes up 
against a stone wall topped by barbed 
wire. The number on tee tent is 389, and 
tee people inside include Resije Mesin, 
32. the woman who found tee girl; Shy- 
qyri, her husband, 38; and their three 
children, and Shyqyri’s brother and Sis- 
ter-in-law and their children. They are 
15 people in alL 

Resije and Shyqyri intend to raise the 
little girl as their own. 

By Tuesday, she is eating and sleep- 
ing, and sometimes smiling, but Resije 
says that the girl has diarrhea, and they 
don't have enough clothing for her ana 

See KIDS, Page 4 


Anwar’s Sentencing Sets Off Rioting 


By Mark Landler 

New YortTimes Semite 

- KUALA. LUMPUR — Anwar 
Ibrahim, the dismissed deputy prime 
■minis ter of Malaysia, was found guilty 
pf corruption and sentenced Wednesday 
to six years in prison in a verdict that 
turned this orderly city into a cauldron 
of anti-government riots. 

Declaring teat his conduct “strikes at 
(be very core of the administrative sys- 
tem,” Judge Augustine Paul found Mr. 
Anwar gouty of all four charges that he 
abused his power as Malaysia’s No. 2 
official. The judge even refused to give 
Mr. Anwar credit for time he has served 
in jail since his arrest last September. 

Lawyers for Mr. Anwar, 5 1, appealed 
the verdict. Bnt for now, supporters of 
tee man who was groomed to lead the 
country say that he is tee. victim of a 
political feud tear has generated sharp 


criticism of Prime Minister Mahathir 
bin Mohamad. 

As news of the verdict spread through 
Kuala Lumpur — ending a trial that has 
been a riveting daily event for seven 
months — several thousand people took 
u> tire streets in a show of outrage, 
chanting anti-Mahathir slogans and 
waving placards proclaiming “Hie 


people are tee judge.” 
The crowd was ret 


The crowd was repulsed by water 
cannon on trucks and hundreds of 
Malaysian riot police officers wielding 
rattan sticks. But it quickly regrouped 
and much of the city was paralyzed as 
the police pursued tee demonstrators 
through the streets of Kuala Lumpur’s 
historic district. 

As trucks sprayed the crowd with 
chemical- laced water, tee protesters 
hurled rocks and bottles at the police, lit 
bonfires on major streets and chanted 
Reformasi! — the slogan that originated 


India Government 
Loses Its Majority 

The government of India lost its 
majority in Parliament on Wedocs- 
dayand faced an immediate vote of 
confidence on Thursday that could 
remove it from office. The gov- 

hari Vajpayee scrambled late mto 

the nightfo secure entfflgh votes to 
survive. Page JO. 
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6 Algerians Quit the Race 

All but One of Presidential Candidates Cry Foul 


By Charies Trueheart 

Washington Post Service 

ALGIERS — Six of tee seven can- 


abruptly withdrew Wednesday from tee 
Thursday election, charging “ persist- 
ent” fraud in a process touted by tee 
military-backed government and even 
some of its critics as a historic step 
toward democratic-pluralism. 

The -stunning eleventh-hour with- 
drawal by all tee candidates except Ab- 
Ht»iariz BontejQika, the front-runner and 
unofficial choice of the Algerian mil- 
itary and political elites, was bound to 
discredit the results of tee balloting 
Thursday and render Mr. Bouteflika's 
expected victory hollow at best. 

Zh a televised address Wednesday 
night, tee outgoing president, Liannne 
Zeroual, said tee election would go forth 
as scheduled despite the withdrawals. 


“1 have decided teat the electoral 
process will be taken to its conclusion,’ * 
Mr. Zeroual said, adding that the six 
candidates who pulled out had taken a 
“dangerous decision.” 

The six candidates made common 
cause in refusing pre-emptively to rec- 
ognize tee results of tee election be- 
cause, they said in a collective dec- 
laration Wednesday, commitments for 
free and transparent elections made by 
Mr. Zeroual and the Algerian Army had 
beat violated. 

. “We note tee persistence of the gov- 
ernment in. denying citizens their right 
to decide terir future and to choose thcar 
president, and we hold it responsible for 
what follows,” tins candidates said in a 
statement that was read at a boisterous 
news conference to the cheers of their 
partisans. 

See ALGERIA, Page 10 


in Indonesia and now symbolizes the 
reform movement here as well. 

By nightfall, the mayhem seemed to 
have died down. The clashes were the 
worst in months, with the police firing 
multiple rounds of tear gas at small pock- 
ets of Anwar supporters and beating a 
human rights activist who tried to block 
the path of a water-cannon truck. Police 
officials said that 18 people had been 
arrested, most at a mosque near the 
courthouse. 

“We are very angry and upset,’ ’ said 
Shidi Amin, a 38-year-old business- 
man, as he watched protesters flee in the 
path of advancing riot police near the 
main post office. 

“They’ve tried to kill Anwar as a 
political leader,” he charged. “But the 
people will not forget about him, even if 
he is in jail.” 

See ANWAR, Page 10 
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EU Leaders Back 
UN Cease-Fire Plan 
For Serb Pullback 

Diplomatic Efforts by Allies 
Oyer Kosoyo Begin to Surface 


By Joseph Fitchett 

Iniernational Herald Tribune 

PARIS — Diplomatic maneuvering 
among the allies in the Kosovo conflict 
broke into public view for the first time 
Wednesday when a number of proposals 
surfaced at an EU summit meeting in 
Brussels for ending the war and also for 
assuring postwar stability in the shat- 
tered province and across the territories 
of the former Federation of Yugoslavia. 

The European Union leaders backed 
a United Nations peace initiative calling 
for an suspension of NATO air raids if 
Belgrade acted immediately to halt the 
violence in Kosovo, withdraw all its 
forces, allow an international security 
force to deploy in the province and 
permit the Kosovo refugees to go 
home. 

After meeting with Kofi Annan, the 
UN secretary-general, EU leaders said 
that they hoped to see this initiative 
become a Security Council resolution 
that would win the approval of Russia. 

NATO, not tiie Security Council or 
the European Union, launched and con- 
trols the action against the forces of 
President Slobodan Milosevic, but Bri- 
tain and France, which are members of 
all three organizations, want to see 
Western diplomacy ease the isolation 
Russia feels in the conflict 

If Belgrade agreed to the UN pro- 
posal, which appeared to largely over- 
lap NATO's five demands for an end to 
hostilities, the European allies would 
probably get the United States to agree 
— even though Washington would be 
loath to see too much UN influence in a 
settlement 

The Clinton administration insists 
that NATO must be free to act without 
any risk of paralysis caused by a UN 
role, but the European allies — who 
agreed on the Kosovo offensive without 
a Security Council mandate because of 
risk of a Russian veto — want to restore 
a UN role and benefit from its inter- 
national legitimacy in a settlement. 

For the moment, allied governments 
were orchestrating their diplomacy 
carefully, taking individual positions 
catering to their domestic opinion bnt 
concentrating on avoiding any hint of a 
crack in their solid front as NATO 
pressed an escalating military offensive 
to defeat Mr. Milosevic’s forces in 
Kosovo. 


A German plan, offering a 24-boor 
cease-fire in NATO air strikes if Serbian 
forces started withdrawing from Koso-. 
vo, received ginger treatment from the 
allies, with a Clinton administration 
spokesman saying merely that it was 
“constructive.” 

President Jacques Chirac of France 
reportedly suggested an EU mandate for 
postwar Kosovo, putting a European 
twist on an old term for international 
control of a territory pending a decision 
on whether it should be independent or 
attached to another nation. 

The French suggestion would fit a 
situation in which Kosovo would not 
revert to the control of a Serbia still 
controlled by President Milosevic. 

All the allied governments have star- 
ted formulating plans for a postwar re- 
covery plan, including economic aid. 
that would end the series of conflicts 
that have engulfed Bosnia and Kosovo 
— and could endanger the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and 
also Albania, diplomats said. 

The NATO alliance said its war- 
planes and missiles struck across 
Kosovo and Serbia on Wednesday, hit- 
ting bridges, fuel depots, communica- 
tions lines and co mma nd centers. 

The NATO civilian spokesman, Jam- 
ie Shea, said the allies were steadily 
adding firepower, bringing in hundreds 
of planes from the United Stales, Cana- 
da, France and Italy. 

“With more than 1,000 aircraft on 
stream very soon we will be able to 
maintain a continuous operation to 
tighten the screw on Serb forces in 
Kosovo,” he said. 

Some of the strongest hints yet sur- 
faced in Washington and London that 
allied ground troops might be used once 
Serbian resistance had been broken by 
air strikes. 

The British foreign secretary, Robin 
Cook, told Parliament on Wednesday: 
“There may be circumstances in which 
one could envisage an international pro- 
tection force going in without a formal 
treaty arrangement but with no resis- 
tance on the ground. ’ ’ 

“There has to be evidence teat the 
Serb forces are at least in the process of 
withdrawing.' ’ he said, “and there has 
to be a credible intention for them all to 
withdraw.” 

See KOSOVO, Page 4 



Anwar 


China Gets Boost on Trade 

Clinton Asks Zhu to Restart WTO Negotiations 


By Katherine Q. Seelye 

New York Timet Service 

WASHINGTON — After coming un- 
der strong criticism that he had backed 
away from a trade deal with China be- 
cause of domestic politics. President Bill 
Clinton has called on China’s prime min- 
ister to restart the negotiations in Beijing 
this monte aimed at admitting China to 
tee World Trade Organization. 

The White House announced tee effort 
Tuesday as Prime Minister Zhu Rongji, 
who has complained repeatedly about tee 
failure to reach a deal during his tour of 
the United Slates, was visiting New York 
and the Boston area before heading to 
Canada. Mr. Zhu had spent much of his 
time lobbying business executives about 
the benefits of an accord on trade. 

Mr. Zhu said later he had told Mr. 
Clinton during their phone call that “I 
feel very confident that in the near future 


we will see the successful conclusion of 
negotiations that are favorable to both 
sides — but especially to the U.S.” 
“Some observers think we’re 95 per- 
cent there," Mr. Zhu said. “I think 
we’re 99 percent there. We’ll see con- 
clusion of an agreement.” 

1 A World Trade Organization agree- 
ment may be reached within two or 
three months. Mr. Zhu told Cable News 
Network, according to Bloomberg 
News. “Of course I would rather see it 
in another two weeks' time,’ ’ he said.] 
Mr. Clinton’s phone call to the 
Chinese leader followed a meeting Mon- 
day in which nearly two dozen business 
executives lobbied the White House to 
emphasize tee importance of die deal to 
American companies. 

“They were happy with tee progress 
we made bait were worried teal the deal 

See TRADE, Page 12 
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Responding to India , Pakistan Tests Missile of Its Own 


By Celia A. Dugger 

New York Times Service 

NEW DELHI — Three days after India 
launched a nuclear-capable missile, Pakistan 
responded Wednesday by firing off a new and 
improved version of its own ballistic missile 
from a testing range near the city of Jhelum in 
the northern part of the country. 

The Ghauri-2 missile, named after a 12th- 


of northern India, flew about 1,120 kilometers 
(700 miles) in 12 minutes to land in the 
sparsely populated southwestern province of 
Baluchistan on the Arabian Sea coast 

A government statement said the missile 
"can be tipped with any type of warhead.’* 

The official Pakistani press agency said the 
Ghauri-2 might be tested a second tune to its 
foil range of 2,320 kilometers with a landing 
in the sea. 

India's Agni-2 missile, which is named 
with the Sanskrit word for fire, traveled 2,010 
kilometers Sunday before it splashed into the 
Bay of Bengal, officials hoe said. 

Indian officials have repeatedly and pub- 
licly stated their intention to test the inter- 
mediate-range missiles they say are needed 
for a credible nuclear deterrent, particularly 
against their other nuclear-armed neighbor, 
China. But Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of 
Pakistan said Tuesday that India was respon- 
sible for intensifying the arms race with its 
latest missile test 

On Wednesday, he congratulated the 
Pakistanis on the successful test of the 
Ghanri. 

The Pakistani Army chief of staff. General 
Pervez Musharraf, told reporters in Karachi 
on Monday, "We have developed Ghauri, 

' which is a most effective missile and better 
than that of A gni. India has the ambition to 
reach the world, but we have the capability to 
reach India." 

The two nations' exchange of missile tests 
echoed the nuclear tests they conducted 1 1 
mouths ago. Indio, taking the lead, and 
Pakistan became the newest nuclear powers 
‘ last May when they detonated nuclear devices 
underground. 

In recent mouths, Mr. Sharif and the Indian 
. prime minis ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, have 
sought to better relations between their na- 
tions, which have fought three wars in the past 
. 51 years. 

At a February meeting in Lahore, the two 



Pakistanis celebrating the Wednesday missile test by tbeir country by exploding fireworks in a street of Lahore. 

about the core issues that divided India and arsenals. "We hope that this will not mean the The Indian government lost its parliam ea - 
Pakistan end of the process started at Lahore, and it tazy majority Wednesday when its largest 

They promised to give each other advance probably won’t," an official at the embassy in coalition partner withdrew its support If Mr. 
notice before any further missile tests, a tacit New Delhi said. 1 ‘What happens to the Indian Vajpayeers coalition loses its majority in the 


recognition that more tests were likely. In this 
case, India told Pakistan about its plans to test 
the Agni two days in advance, while Pakistan 
notified India on Tuesday of its intentions to 
test a missile. 

Officials at the U.S. embassies in New 
Delhi and Islamabad said Washington was 
unh appy that India and Pakistan had taken 


in determining what happens next than the 
testing." 

The negotiations between Mr. Sharif and 
Mr. Vajpayee seemed less likely to be dis~ 


Vajpayee^s coalition loses its majority in the 
lower ho use, Mr. Vajpayee himself will be out 
of power. It is not dear who would replace 

htm 

Mr. Vajpayee thus made the decision to 
launch the Agni as bis year-old government 


rapfied by the missile tests than by a political faced what was clearly the gravest threat yet to 
crisis that threatened to topple die Hindu its survival, and he declared on Wednesday 


nationalist-led coalition government in India 


men agreed that they would continue talking another step toward developing their nuclear that Mr. Vajpayee beads. 


tihar the missile test had assured India’s na- 
tional security. 

"The entire process of achieving a min- 
imum deterrent has been completed,” he 
said. 


• m "| • ffTI tf? nnTWT A 1 IkM _• l Pakistan’ s decision to respond with one test 

2 Convicted m Thelt of TWA Crash Material 

could stand up to its bigger and more powerful 


New York Times Service tained a reddish-orange residue that they said In his book, "The Downing of TWA Flight 

UNIONDALE, New York — A federal was left by a missile. They each face as much 800," Mr. Sanders contended that tests in- 
jury convicted a Virginia couple of conspiring as 1 0 years in prison when sentenced on July dicated the reddish-orange substance on the 
to steal evidence from the wreckage of Trans 9. but the assistant (J.S. attorney prosecuting seat fabric was residue from missile exhanst. 
World Airlines Flight 800 to back up their the case. David Pitofsky, said that under sen- evidence that die plane had been accidentally 
theory that the jetliner was hit by an errant fencing guidelines, they would probably be fired upon when it exploded only 12 mm oles 


In his book, * ‘The Downing of TWA Flight 
800," Mr. Sanders contended that tests in- 
dicated the reddish-orange substance on the 
seat fabric was residue from missile exhaust. 


the case. David Pitofsky, said that under sen- evidence that die plane had been accidentally 


Navy missile. sentenced, to far less time. 

The defendants, James Sanders, the.ajithor As the couple left U.S. District Court late 
of a 1997 book promoting die theory, and his Tuesday, Mr. Sanders said: “We were sur- 
wife, Elizabeth, a farmerTWA’ flight-attend- prised by the vertiict ancfJhattfae jury rendered 
ant instructor, appeared stunned Tuesday it so quickly. It can't help but send a strong 
when the jury delivered its verdict alter less and obvious message to journalists seeking to 
don two hours of deliberation. tell the truth." 

The two were found guilty of conspiracy, as Mis. Sanders, who clutched her husband’s 


ant instructor, appeared stunned Tuesday 
when the jury delivered its verdict after less 
don two hours of deliberation. 

The two were found guilty of conspiracy, as 
well as aiding and abetting in the theft of two 
small strips of passenger-seat fabric dial con- 


neighbor than by any strategic or technical 
need to test its missiles, nuclear analysts 
said. 

Last May, it successfully tested a Ghanri 
missile with the potential to strike dew into 
India. 

"Last year, India did five nuclear tests, and 
Pakistan did six,'’ said George Perkovich. a 
nuclear analyst and author of a soon to-be- 
publisbed history of India’s nuclear-weapons 
program. 

“This year, India tests one missile. 


proved by Congress in 1996, after the ValttJet Pakistan may test two," Mr. Peskovich said. 


after taking off from Kennedy In ternatio nal ‘‘Last year, India did five 

Airport on July 17, 1996. The government has Pakistan did six," said Get 
yet to determine the cause of tire crash, but has nuclear analyst and author 
rejected the missile theory and says its tests published history of India’s 
show that die residue is fabric glue. program. 

The couple was charged under a law ap- “litis year, India tes 


hand, said only, “We did nothing wrong." 
They remain free, each on $50,000 bail. 


crash in Florida, that makes it illegal to re- 
move, conceal or withhold parts of a civilian 
aircraft involved in an accident. 


“As the smaller stale, you have to show you 
have great resolve. You’ll match and see it 
one.” 


BRIEFLY 


Explosives Seized in P oland 

WARSAW Polish police announced Wednesday j 

including enough Semtex to make 700 bm nbs, a police 

«SSB£3BCgSiSS^w: 

a farm near Sandonrierz; were roteodedfor cnmjnal . 
or ganizatio ns around the country, the spokesman said. 

Criminals haveresorted iwseasingly to bomb attacks, 
to settle accounts among rival groups or to extort mone^, . 
the police said. f AFP) 

Romanians Dislike Free Market 

BUCHAREST — Nearly 10 years after co m tnnnis m 
was ousted from their country, many 

they would be bettCT off with one party and a mostly statc- 

controlled economy, a poll showed Wednesday, . 

Seventy-one percent of the people mterviewea saw 
they “only slmMy" agreed with a market economy. - 
Seventy-six percent said Romanisms’ 
should be to increase living standards and reduce nn- : 

respondents to, 

mania tojoin NATO and the European Union. Awarding ■ 
to the poll, just 6 percent consider those issues to be . 
priorities. \Ar) \ 

Venezuelan Seeks End of Court \ 

CARACAS — President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela ; 
said it was necessary not only to dissolve Congress, wit ■ 
also the Supreme Court — raising the stake s m to c on- . 
frootation with the other two branches of government. ; 

Appearing on television late Tuesday, the president ■ 
said a constituent assembly rewriting the consO timon , 
should shut down Congress and the courts and from j 
there sow the seeds of a new nation.” j 

Ear lier in the day. protesters blocked the entranc e to i 
Congress and attacked the leader of Venezuela’s lower ; 
house as he tried to leave the buildi n g. (AP) < 

I 

For the Record I 


be itMWthftd in June, Ihe archaeologist in charge of the 
dig said Wednesday. (AP) 

Abdel Basset Ali Megrahi and Lamen Kh a lifa FM- 
mah, the two Libyans accused of the 1988 airliner 
bombing ovra: Lockerbie, Scotland, were ordered to stand 
trial during a final preliminary court hearing Wednesday 
at P-flmp Zeist, the Netherlands. (Reuters) 

The United States signed a $37 minion agreement 

Wednesday to assist the Kenyan victims erf the bomb attack 

last year cm the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi. (Reuters 1 ) 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s reputation 
for television savvy was shaken, many commentators said 
■Wednesday, by Ms lackluster performance in a debate 
with Yitzhak Mordechai of the Center Party. (AFP) 

President Nelson Mandela declared formally on 
Wednesday in Pretoria tint June 2 will be the date for the 
election to end his leadership of South Africa. (Reuters) 

There is to be no inquiry into the assassination of 
President Ibrahim Bare Mninassaraof Niger, a spokes—* 
man for the junta declared. “His death really was ac- 
cidental.” Captain Dpbrila Hhna Hamidon told a news 
conference Tuesday in Niamey, the capital. (AFP). 

Marxist rebels in Colombia have freed six hostages 
from among the 46 passengers and crew members they 
seized after hijacking a commercial airliner. (Reuters) 
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Debate on Ousting Yeltsin Set for May 

Russia Parliament Approves One-Month Delay in Session on Impeachment 


Cr**pflrd by (hr Fnm Dtspjrhri 

MOSCOW — The lower house of the 
Russian Parliament voted Wednesday, 
during a quarrelsome session, to post- 
pone an impeachment debate against 
President Boris Yeltsin. 

The decision to freeze the process 
until May 13-15 was reached on a vote of 
241 to 63. It came before lawmakers had 
even agreed to cancel a session set for 
Thursday during which the five-count 
hearing was to begin. 

Mr. Yeltsin's Communist foes in Par- 
liament are leading the call for his 
ouster, but they do not want an im- 
peachment vote until they can amend the 
rules and hold an open ballot The Com- 
munist leaders fear that if the ballot is 
secret — as stipulated under current 
rules — some patty members may defect 
and vote against impeachment 

The Duma's delays have angered Mr. 
Yeltsin, who has accused his opponents 
of trying to keep him under constant 
political attack by dragging out Ihe pro- 
cess. He urged lawmakers to bold the 
debate Thursday or drop the motion al- 
together. 

The presidential spokesman, Dmitri 


Yakushkin, quickly denounced the 
move. ' ‘All the fuss off the last few days 
and even hours, all these actions show 
that the motion has been and remains 
purely political," Mr. Yakushkin said 
on NTV television. 

A committee spent months formu- 
lating the charges against Mr. Yeltsin. 
The impeachment motion, which re- 
quires a two-thirds majority in both 
houses of Parliament arul approval by 
the two highest Russian coarts, is con- 
sidered likely to fail, as have previous 
attempts. 

Still, Mr. Yeltsin’s influence has 
slipped because of his frequent illnesses 
and Russia’s continuing economic 
crisis. The motion is expected to have a 
slightly better chance than before. 

A committee charged Mr. Yeltsin 
with instigating the 1991 Soviet col- 
lapse, improperly using force against 
hard-line lawmakers in 1993, launching 
the disastrous offensive against rebel 
Chechnya, bringing the nation's military 
to ruin and waging virtual "genocide” 
against the people by pursuing economic 
policies that impoverished much of the 
country. 



■ Berezovsky Warrant Annulled 

Russia moved Wednesday to with- 
draw an arrest warrant for the tycoon 
Boris Berezovsky, just two weeks after 
charging the Kremlin insider with bilk- 
ing hundreds of millions of dollars from 
the Aeroflot state airline, Agence 
France-Presse reported from Moscow. 

The decision capped a mystifying 
month of politics that included a dec- 
laration by the Russian interior minis ter 
that he would not follow orders to arrest 
Mr. Berezovsky should the tycoon re- 
turn to Moscow from abroad 

The Russian chief prosecutor, mean- 
while, is hims elf still facing criminal 
corruption charges after a period of mud- 
slinging that included the national 
broadcast of a tape p ur porti n g to show 
him in bed with two prostitutes. 

Mr. Berezovsky had been accused of 
illegal business activities and of mis- 

S?oSS“^ aSai80f Russian workers in St Petersburg giving a spring deanfag to street lights Mar the hfatorict^ 

He and another top Aeroflot executive ^ ^ 

were charged with transferring most of \w/ ■ > l i itij » <t\ ■; » 

Aeroflot’s hard-cutrency profits to a W 1 JjJjjXl 

fake company in Switzerland — ; • • - ! 

■ ■ Europe Forecast for Friday through Sunday, as provided by AccuWoathar. ’ 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 

Museum Honors Japanese Admiral 

TOKYO {AP) — A wing from a bomber, an English Bible 
and other personal artifacts are among tire items on display at 
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By Neil A. Lewis 

came 

u^rajDoay the independent counsel law as be 


* v t ' 001 “ reanthorized.’ ’ Mr. 

: ^ said Mimtby m testimony before the Senate 
iSSSE?* OT , Government Affaire, which is 

^ to *> **»“ *e that 
of independent 

I . inste ad, Mr. Starr argued, the autoarity to 

• “v^stifi^^politicalty sensitive cases involr 1 — 

1 senior ad m nmtMrim. -v :>ji 


figures tike the president are free from par- 


Refening to his own experience, Mr. Stan- 
lamented that his investigation was criticized as 
too partisan,, that be was portrayed as a Re- 
publican out to get a Democratic prudent and 
that the public did not, in the end, have great 
confidence in what he was doing. 

"The assaults took a toll,’' he said. "A duly 
authorized federal law-eaforcemen t investigation 
came to be characterized as yet another political 
game. Law became politics % otter means.'* As 
a result, he said, "the statutory mechanism in- 
tended to enhance confidence in law enforcement 
thus had the effect of weakening it.” 

The independent counsel law was enacted 
.after the Watergate scandal of the eariy 1970s, 
which produced a wide consensus that the na- 
tion's chief law-enforcejnent officer, the attorney 




,— wuh Congress and toe press keeping watch. 

I - sa ® m / u ® testimony that the law has many 
. senous flaws and, most important, has not 
, ^ nev 'fJ. lts main purpose, which is to provide 
!“* public with a sense that investigations of 



argued that the opposite 

occurred. Rather than assuring (hat the inves- 
tigation is not too soft becauseS is conducted by 
a political associate, the law opens the door for 


independent counsels to be criticized as overly 
eager to successfully prosecute someone. 

“Because the independent counsel is vulner- 
able to partisan attack, the investigation is likely 
to be seen as political,** Mr. Starr said. He has 
been ferociously criticized by supporters of Mr. 
Clinton and his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

At the same time, Mr. Starr has faced wide- 
spread criticism from those who argued that his 
efforts were not partisan but were, nonetheless, 
iD -considered and frequently lacking any sense 
of proportion. 

Mr. Starr's statement was defensive as well 
over die criticism of the expanding scope of his 
investigation, which began with questions about 
Whitewater, a land deal in Arkansas in which the 
CUnton& invested before they came to the White 
House. 

The inquiry eventually included such uncon- 
nected topics as the dismissal of employees in the 
White House travel office, the improper col- 
lection of confidential FBI files on some Re- 
publicans in the Clinton White House and, most 
famously, the president’s intimate relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky. Bach time, Mr. Starr 
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, Calling It Flawed 


Lewinsky matte r and his advocacy of impeach- 
ment were die principal examples of his ex- 
cessive zeaL 

In his prepared testimony, Mr. Starr defended 
himself, saying that the statute compelled him to 
offer a detailed explanation of the president's 
alleged offenses. 

“We could have shipped the raw evidence 
with nothing more last fell,* * he said. But he said 
he believed he had to bring some “order and 
coherence to the information. ’ * 

■ Starr’s Comments Are a Surprise 

Mr. Starr’s comments surprised some observ- 
ers who have watched him pursue the president 
aggressively for five years. 

“If you live long enough, you’ll experience 
everything,” Senator Robot Torricelli, Demo- 
crat of New Jersey and Government Affairs Com- 
mittee member, said after listening to Mr. Starr. 

Senator Patrick Leahy, Democrat of Vcamont, 
who is not a Governmental Affairs member, issued 
a statement declaring Mr. Starr’s remarks ’‘like 
Jack the Ripper calling fer mere neighborhood 
patrols because of the surge in victims.” 


received an expansion of his original jurisdiction, 
which had been to investigate only the White- 
water matter. 

In his testimony, Mr. Stair said that “the 
number of expansions is unique and it may have 
fed the misconception that we were investigating 
individuals rather than crime. 1 ’ 

"Let me stake clean That was not the case.” 
He argued in his statement that he did not seek 
to investigate some of those subjects but had 
them pressed on Him by the Justice Department 
But investigating Ms. Lewinsky’s relations wife 
the president, the area that attracted the greatest 
criticism, was something Mr. Starr sought. 

He also criticized the independent counsel 
statute, which he said obliged him to report to 
Congress any offenses by the president that 
might have been worthy of izrqpeachznent 
His referral to Congress charged that Mr. 
Clinton bad committed several impeachable of- 
fenses, including perjury and obstruction of 
justice. The report lea to a months- long ordeal 
during which the House voted to impeach toe 
president, but the Senate voted to acquit him. 

For Mr. Starr’s critics, his investigation of toe 


Judge Scolds Kevorkian 

Senl^dng Him to 10 to 25 Years in Prison, 
She Says Lawlessness Was the Trial’s Issue 


By Dirk Johnson 

New fork Tunes Service 


PONTIAC, Michigan — The 
Michigan judge who sentenced Dr. 
Jack Kevorkian to 10 to 25 years In 
prison said his flouting of the law 
nad given prosecutors and the conrts 
no choice but to remove him from 
society. 

“This trial was not about the 
political or moral correctness of 
euthanasia,” Judge Jessica Cooper 
of Oakland County Circuit Court 
said. “It was about you, sir. It was 
about lawlessness.” 

The penally was imposed 
Tuesday despite emotional 
courtroom pleas on Dr. Kevorkian ’s 
behalf from the widow and brother 
of the terminally ill man he was 
convicted of having kflfed- The 
70-year-old defendant was also 
denied bail 

Referring to toe “60 Minutes” 
television prog ram -that featured a* 
videotape of Dr. Kevorkian’s 
administering toe lethal injection 
that resulted in the charges. Judge 
Cooper said that toe advocate, of 
assisted suicide had * * toe audacity to 
go on national television, show the 
world what you did and dare toe 
legal system to stop you. Well, sir, 
conridaytmrself stopped.’’,.,. 


The conidar outside toe 
courtroom was crowded with his 
fees, who burst into applause after 
toe sentencing. Dr. Kevorkian 
smiled as he was led out by bailiffs. 
He had declined to speak in his 
defense. 

A jmy convicted him on March 26 
of second-degree murder in toe 
death of Thomas Youk, 52, an 
accountant who lived m suburban 
Detroit and suffered from 
_ nc lateral sclerosis, or Lou 
rig’s, disease. His widow, 
Youk, gave a statement to 
toe court Tuesday that bitterly 
criticized prosecutors and cast Dr. 
Kevorkian as someone who had 
carried out the wishes of her 
husband. 

Saying that she wished she had 
been able to speak at toe dial, Mrs. 
Youk said tout her husband “would 
be greatly distressed that toe man 
who brought him peace at toe end 
would now suffer on his account 1 ’ 
“My husband had come to toe 
end of his life as Ire chose it,” she 
said. “He was not depressed. He 
was not a victim.” 

But John Skrzynski, toe 
prosecutor, said Dr. Kevorkian had 
used Mr. Youk as part of his effort to 
rally support for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide. 



Dr. Jack Kevorkian being led away by deputies in Pontiac, 
Mic hi ga n, after he was sentenced in his murder conviction. 


“The defendant chose to pm us in 
this sad situation,” he said. “This is 
not a case where the prosecutor went 
looking for Kevorkian.” 

The doctor, who plans to appeal, 
his lawyers say, most serve more 
than six years before he will be 
eligible for parole under Michigan 
guidelines. 

Judge Cooper told Dr. Kevoririan 
that whatever his views on 
euthanasia, he must follow toe roles 
of a democratic society. 

“We are a nation of laws,” she 
said “We have a civilized and 
nonviolent way of resolving conflict 
You can criticize the law. You can 
gripe. Yoo can lecture. You can 
petition toe voters. But you may pot., 
take toelaw into your own bantjS. ' 


This was the fifth time in a decade 
that prosecutors had tried Eh. 
Kevoririan in the deaths of seriously 
ill people. Three trials ended in 
acquittal and a fourth in a mistrial. In 
those cases, he was not dunged with 
murder but with violating laws 
against assisted suicide. 

But this trial, in which he insisted 
on defending himself, was different 
because prosecutors were able to use 
a videotape that Dr. Kevorkian made 
of himself injecting Mr. Youk with 
lethal chemicals in September. Dr. 
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Minutes,’ 


Kevoririan took the tape to toe CBS 
pro£ 

which broadcast it in November 
along with an interview in which Dr. 
. Kevorkian dared prosecutors to fije 
charges against huh. 







opefuls Lower Sights on Abortion 


By Tarry M. Neal 
andDavrtfVon Drehie 

Washington Post Service ' 

WASHINGTON — For the first 
time in two decades, most of toe lead- 
ing Republican presidential candidates 
are trying to posh ah abortion ban off 
: top off 



; toe top -—.j — D 

■ from toe political spotlight one of toe 
most divirive issues ttf a generation. 

to the past few weeks, prominent 

• Republican candidates — including 
! Governor George Bush of Texas, 
; Elizab<A I>ik^ Senator John McCam 

• of Arizona and former Vice President 
I Dan Qu&yle — have said toe patty 
; should focos on other issues becanse 

• America is not ready far a ban on 
: abortion. 

to contrast to 1996, when religious 

■ andsocral conservatives lashed out at 
; Bob Dole's desire to tone down the 

■ party's platform on abortion, many 
I anti-abortion leaders appear willing 
; to play down a polarizing issue -that 

■ has driven away many indqaendent 

and suburban voters and perpetuated 

h ; the party’s image of intolerance. 

Party polls have shown toa f many of 
I these swing voters, holding conmct- 
views on Abortion; perceived R©- 
to be inflexible- By drop- 


on abortions and emphasizing toe fer 
more limited ban on a fete-team pro- 
cednre that opponents call “partial- 
birth ’ ’ abortion. Republican strategists 
hope to paint a new picture in which 
Demoqats,wito their resistance to any 
limits, are the inflexible ones. 

This tom to toe.ceater reflects the 
Republican Party's pragmatic ap- 
proach to toe 2000 election after toe 
loss of the last two presidential elec- 
tions and with their majority in toe 
House of Representatives hanging by 
a thread: It . does not mean that Re- 
publican leaders plan to back off the 
abortion issue entirely. 

“I think a lot of people on my side 

— toe *pr6-tife’ side— have decided 
that muring incremental progress is 
better than trying to throw the long 
bomb,” said Haley Barbour, a former 



signed 

Dole, said that in one of her recent 
surveys voters gave Democrats a 20- 
point edge over Republicans in tol- 
erating other points of view. “I think 
there's a grater onderstiuidiim of just 
how divisive this issue is,” she said. 
“Also, there is a great desire among 
Republicans to win this campaign.” 
The debate is loaded with nuances, 
but as the Republican candidates stale 


their positions, most seem to agree toe 
party should concentrate on initia- 
tives over which apubtic consensus is 
most possible: outlawing fete-term 
abortion, continuing the ban on gov- 
ernment funding for abortion and re- 
quiring parental consent for abortions 
performed on minors. 

Mrs. Dole, a former secretary of 
transportation and former secretary of 
labor, listed those goals as worthy and 
attainable in a letter to a supporter 
made public last week by her cam- 
paign. She stressed she was “pro- 
life,” but called on her party to accept 
people who disagreed on toe issue. 

• She wrote that she would support 
the idea of a constitutional ban on 
abortion if it were possible for such an 
amendment to be approved. “But of 
course, it’s not,” she wrote. “It’s not 
going to happen because the Amer- 
ican people do not support it” 

The executive director of toe Chris- 
tian Coalition, Randy Tate, said the 
political environment within the party 
had evolved in a way that made state- 
ments such as Mrs. Dole's acceptable 
to many who oppose abortion. 

Mr. Tate said many anti-abortion 
leaders had made a strategic decision to 
move the debate incrementally. “The 
end remains toe same,” be said, but toe 
means have changed. 


Mr. Bush said last month that 
“America is not ready” for a con- 
stitutional ban. He said he opposed 
abortion except incases of rape, incest 
and when the life of the woman is in 
danger. The founder of toe Christian 
Coalition, Fat Robertson, defended 
Mr. Bush, insisting that the governor 
was “profoundly pro-life." 

Mr. McCain opposes abortion, but 
he has said the party should restore 
language from the 1980 platform 
plank that recognized different views 
on the issue within toe party. 

Mr. Quayle also is promoting a 
pragmatic approach. “You can pass a 

n al-bhto abortion ban, and I would 
at right away,” he said festweek. 
He also suggested that only abortion 
fees should be named as federal 
judges. * ‘That’s about it for what you 
can achieve,” he said. 

Not every Republican hopeful 
agrees. Gary Bauer, who ran toe con- 
servative Family Research Council 
before stepping down to explore a rim 
for president, issued a news release 
Monday challenging Mrs. Dole's 
“retreat" on abortion. 

And Greg Mueller, a spokesman 
for the publisher Steve Forbes, said 
that as president Mr. Forbes would 
use “toe bully pulpit" to promote a 
constitutional ban. 


"Away From 
Politics 

_ • A 54-year-oM ChUeun im- 
-mlgrant and a five-in baby 
sitter in Braintree, Massachu- 
setts, came forward Wednes- 
day to claim toe $197 million 
*o;, Can*) jackpot, toe largest 
> ever won by an in- 
to U-S-histaiy. (AP) 
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In the Mirror, Quayle Sees a President 
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By David Von Drehie 

Warhingzon Post Sendee 

WASHINGTON — Dan Quayle does 
not see himself as others see him. 

That is toe key, according to his 
friends and dose advisers. It is why Mr. 
Quayle announced Wednesday, in his 
boyhood home tff Huntington, Indiana, 
feat he is running for president of the 
United States, to interviews be says quite 
confidently that he is g oing to win. 

fty no attention to those eariy polls 
that show him drawing single-digit sup- 
port miles behind toe eariy favorites. 
Mr. Quayle says be likes being the on- 
dentog. ■. 

[Announcing his candidacy to bis 
hometown, Mr. Quayle called the 1990s 
4 'toe dishonest rtocade of Bill Clinton 
and A1 Gore,” and he pledged to restore 
integrity and responsibility to toe White 
House to 2001, The Associated Press 

Tl£ tone has come , to reset the 
moral compass," Mr. Quayle told a 
cheering crowd at Huntington North 
SchooL “We. mast not stand Iff 
_ let our values be trashed.”] 

Dan Quayle* toe human punch, fine, 
scorned on scores of Internet sites, shoo- 
in for toe late-night talk, show Hall of 
Fame. . - . _ 

Tbe man who said; ‘T fedn't live in 
this centtny*” • 

And, at an AIDS cKmc during the 


early days of toe drug AZT: “Are they 
taking DDT?" 

And, “What a waste it is to lose one's 
mind.” (He was trying for “A mind is a 
terrible thing to waste”) 

- That is not toe way he sees himself. 
The Dan Quayle running for president is 
another character entirety. 

Before the taunting mid toe ridicule, 
there was a young, bold, never-bealen 
Indiana supexpoL Elected to Congress 
over an entrenched incumbent in 1976 at 

of toe libera] stalwart Birchllayh to 
enter the Sraraie; victorious as vice pres- 
ident in 1988 at a mere 41. 

This Dan Quayle decided to go flat- 
out far fee vice presidency in 3988 be- 
cause he was at roughly the same age at 
winch Theodore and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt made their vice presidential 
bids. That is how Mr. Quayle sees h im- 
- self. Having cHmbed so many steps so 
qtuckty, he cannot imagine stopping 
short of the top. 

“He doesn’t buy toe media image of 
him,” rays Mr. Quayle’s former chief of 
staff, William KristoL “And if you don’t 
buy the image, why wouldn’t you run? 
He’s toe fozzner vice president, he’s been 
a successful poBtician all his life, and he 
sees no one else in the race to whom he 
should defer.” 

So it is that Dan Quayle, how 52, is 
sitting for an interview, laying out with 
calm self-confidence his plan for win- 


ning the Republican presidential nom- 
ination. The American people are, he 
insists, fundamentally fair, and when be 
offers them his experience and his for- 
eign policy expertise, they will consider 
him anew. He will explode to an eariy 
victory — a dazzling debate perfor- 
mance, perhaps, followed by a victory in 
toe Iowa caucuses or toe New Hamp- 
shire primary and then, zoom. 

It’s not easy chasing the White House. 
Some people run because opportunity 
knocks, some run to champion a par- 
ticular agenda and some — maybe most 
— run because when they look in the 
. mirror they see a president Mr. Quayle 
is this last type. 

Mr. Quayle says he began weighing a 
presidential bid in his 30s. 

While he still shows no sign that he 
will ever become an orator, in his ma- 
turity he speaks wife some poise and 
produces fewer blunders. 

As a former vice preside®!, he is the 
highest-ranking elected Republican of- 
ficial still in toe fray. He has strong 
conservative credentials without a tinge 
of the extreme. He has had three children 
and just one wife. 

Bat in (he calculus of the Republican 
elite those pluses can’t offset toe One 
Big Minus. The party’s money people, 
strategists, local officials and apparat- 
chiks have stampeded past their former 
vice president to embrace Governor 
George Bush of Texas. 


Clinton Unlikely to Appeal 
Judge’s Contempt Finding 

His Advisers See Relatively Mild Penalty as Acceptable 


By Roberto Suro and John F. Harris 

Washington Past Service 

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton 
does not plan to challenge a federal judge's 
order finding him in co n tem pt of court for 
giving false testimony about his sexual re- 
lationship with Monica Lewsinky, according 
to sources familiar with the advice he has 
received from his attorneys and advisers. 

The contempt order issued Monday by 
Judge Susan Webber Wright of Arkansas 
strongly condemns Mr. Clinton’s efforts to 
hide his affair with Ms. Lewinsky from law- 
yers pressing the Paula Jones sexual har- 
assment lawsuit, but it carries relatively tight 
penalties. 

Several advisers to Mr. Clinton are re- 
commending that he accept the sanctions im- 
posed by Judge Wright — which call for 
compensating Mrs. Jones and her lawyers for 
some expenses, and refers Mr. Clinton's con- 
duct to Arkansas judicial authorities for a 
ruling on his fitness to practice law — as an 
acceptable price for bringing closure to alegal 
controversy that has h»nnh>H his presidency 
since 1994. 

- Although the prevailing assumption among 
Mr. Clinton’s legal and political advisers is 
that he should not appeal, he has not been 
presented a final recommendation, sources 
said. Mr. Clinton’s attorneys are still review- 
ing the judge’s order, studying in particular 
whether accepting the sanctions now might 
somehow expose Mr. Clinton to increased 
legal jeopardy if Kenneth Stan, the inde- 
pendent counsel, chooses to pursue a criminal 
perjury case against the president in die fu- 
ture. Mr. Clinton’s lawyers said they could 
also change their minds and decide to chal- 
lenge the order if Judge Wright ended up 
setting a prohibitively high figure for re- 
imbursement of Mrs. Jones’s legal team. 

Nonetheless, toe most likely option, ac- 
cording to White House sources, is that the 
White House will announce within several 
that, while it does not agree with Judge 
^right’s conclusion that Mr. Clinton tied 
under oath, it has no plans to appeal 

Ever since be acknowledged his relation- 
ship with Ms. Lewinsky, the president has 
maintained feat he was misleading, but legally 
accurate when he testified in his January 
1998 deposition that he was never alone with 
the former White House intern and did not 
have a sexual relationship with her. 

Joe Lockhart, toe White House press sec- 
retary, said Tuesday, "I don’t believe the 
president has changed his view” that he did 
not lie in the Jones case. 


But Mr. Clinton’s side long ago conceded 
that "reasonable people," as Charles Ruff, 
the White House counsel told the House last 
December, might conclude that the presi- 
dent’s testimony “crossed the tine" from 
legally evasive to outright false. 

Over the course of toe past year. Mr. Clin- 
ton has apologized for many things: for his 
extramarital relationship with Ms. Lewinsky, 
for lying to the public for eight months about 
it and for toe distraction toe episode caused to 
toe nation. 

But he remains convinced, according to 
aides, that it was appropriate for him to tzy to 
avoid telling toe Jones lawyers about his afeir 
with Ms. Lewinsky by providing what he 
described last December as "difficult and 
ambiguous and unhelpful” answers. 

Mr. Clinton's legal position is that he could 
deny having a sexual relationship with Ms. 
Lewinsky because under his understanding of 
the definitions in the Jones case, having oral 
sex performed on him did not qualify as sex. 

ms position, according to aides, is that it 
was acceptable for him to mislead interrog- 
ators in a case he believed was illegitimate. As 
Mr. Clinton said when he first acknowledged 
his relationship with Ms. Lewinsky in a tele- 
vised speech last August, “These questions 
were being asked in a politically inspired 
lawsuit.” 

Mr. Lockhart said fee president had not, so 
far as he knew, changed his view on toe 
acceptability of misleading toe Jones attor- 
neys in Judge Wright’s presence lasiyear. 

But in her 'ruling Monday, Judge Wright 
made clear how strongly she disagreed with 
that view. She concluded that Mr. Clinton had 
willfully disregarded her orders that he reveal 
to toe Jones lawyers any sexual contact or 
sexual propositions involving government 


Siting Mr. Clinton’s denial of a sexual 
relationship with Ms. Lewinsky in his de- 
position, Judge Wright said, “The record 
demonstrates by clear and convincing ev- 
idence that the president responded to 
plaintiff’s questions by giving false, mislead- 
ing and evasive answers that were designed to 
obstruct toe judicial process.” 

In her order Monday, Judge Wright es- 
sentially warned Mr. Clinton chat challenging 
her decision could produce a protracted legal 
ordeal * ‘The president is hereby put on notice 
that this court will take evidence at any future 
bearings — including if necessary testimony 
from witnesses — on all mailers concerning 
the president's conduct in this lawsuit which 
may warrrant a finding of civil contempt,” 
she wrote. 


In Tomorrow’s IHT 




Travel deals, art exhibits, restaurant reviews 
and movie guides are just a few of the things 
you’ll find in the Leisure pages. Written 
with the international reader in mind, this column 
offers a broad range of options on how to spend 
leisure time, regardless of where in the world 
you may be traveling. 

Every Friday in the International Herald Tribune. 
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Th© Battle for Kosovo /A Ground Force for NATO Still Raises Questions 


F Months of Delay Seen Before Troops Could Enter Balkans Combat 

• “ ,r l«u Amur «nrl 


By Bradley Graham 

Washington Past Service 


WASHINGTON — Even as NATO 
leaders sidestep questions about the pos- 
sibility of sending ground troops to 
Kosovo, some of die U.S. and European 
soldiers who could take part in an in- 
vasion have begun to assemble in Mace- 
donia and Albania, countries from 
where, defense experts say, a ground 
assault would likely be launched. 

A contingent of neatly 1 1 ,000 NATO 
troops is in Macedonia, sent there weeks 
ago to lead an expected peacekeeping 
force into Kosovo but now assisting 
refugees from the shattered Serbian 
province. 

; Anticipating an operation in Kosovo 


— whether peace enforcement or com- 
bat — Britain announced dial it was 
sending an additional 1.800 troops to 
Macedonia, equipped with tanks and 
other armored vehicles. France said it 
was sending 700 more soldiers. 

In Albania, more than 2,000 of an 
expected NATO contingent of 8,000 
troops have arrived, also to help with 
refugee relief efforts. They have no com- 
bat mission. But a U.S. Army task force 
being airlifted in — with AH-64A 
Apache helicopters, missile and rocket 
batteries, tanks and armored troop car- 
riers — will be establishing the first 
reported staging area in Albania de- 
signed for cross-border operations 
against Yugoslav forces. 

Defense officials disclosed that Gen- 


sive preparation ahead of an invasion. NATO air dS ont of KwowoSS 

mander, nan requested oououng me “We can’t have troops passing out defenses and the threat to military specialists say 

number of Apaches slated to go, to 48 blankets one day, and then tell those g^Mab^^ouldwaken tee ground operation wouldbe toogjymd 


risky, especially 
troops who have h: _ - 

K, dig in and lay mines at flic 

routes into the remote province. 


era] Wesley Clark, the NATO com- 
mander, had requested doubling the 
‘ :d to go, to 48 

from 24. same forces to conduct combat 

Still, military officials say the sta- ations the next,” said retired 

ti nning of allied ground units along the George Jouiwan, General Clark’s pre- easy alternative toNA^ irtr 

southern rim of Yugoslavia, has nothing decessor. ‘‘‘You’ve got to train the force; paign, according 
to do with a NATO invasion force. you’ve got to prepare them.” 

Any NATO attempt to invade PreEmmaiy estimates drawn up by -- , 

Yugoslavia and seize territory, they add, alliance planners last summer found that rugged terrain and deter^cM ajj(J wonKri , to say c 

likely would involve a much larger 8,000 troops would be needed just to by Yugoslav troops, civilians would be const 

- secure the holder between Albania and in and around Kosovo before the bomb^ Tony B lair said while 

Kosovo, the southernmost province of ingbegan. . . - fI nnurK nng the dispatch of the addi- 

Serbia; 75.000 soldiers wield be re- The ground option has gai redfe™ ^^ h ’^K a cedoma. - 
quired for NATO to fight its way into among many lawmans and ofeeis who officials have 

Kosovo, and 200,000 Sops wouM be have argued that the United StetesandiC Ott*aanm^ 

necessary to win full control of Serbia, allies should- at least wepare for an in- expressed concern par . 
according to Pentagon officials. vasion in the event NATO warplanes are 

Those assessments preceded the unable to force President Slobodan Mi- 


at oper- NATO ground troops. 

General Nonetheless, a ground attack otters no 

easy alternative to NATO’s air cam- 

fiW«i3s 

potential la- L of » LSSJS- 


force, and it would require months to 
assemble and prepare for battle. 

In the meantime, they say, there has 
been little detailed planning for such a 
force and no political decision to start 
down that path. Even units that are in die 
don but have been diverted to refugee 
Qef operations would require exten- 


NATO: Bonn Proposes Respite in Bombing 


Continued from Page 1 

Apparently hoping to avoid a bloody 
deadlock, die plan for a first step to settle 
the Kosovo crisis was put forward by 
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer of 
Germany, which now holds the rotating 
EU presidency. 

Germany’s coalition government, led 
by Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, a So- 
cial Democrat, includes the Greens, a 
party whose pacifist roots must be kept 
in mind by Mr. Fischer, himself a 
Green. 

At NATO, Mr. Shea said that the 
German su gg estion was ‘’useful and 
necessary to start reflection on how we 
are going to handle the diplomacy of the 
end-game” and get acceptance of 
NATO’s terms. 

In Washington. Joe Lockhart, the 
White House spokesman, said: ‘‘We 
will address a potential cessation of 
bombing when we get there.” 

But James Rubin, the State Depart- 
ment spokesman, said the German sug- 
gestion was constructive and “within 
NATO parameters. ” 

The mil details of Mr. Fischer’s plan, 
as reported from Bonn, were likely to be 
more controversial, even though they 
seemed to be less an olive branch to Mr. 
Milosevic than an attempt to enlist Mos- 
cow’s backing for an intensified peace 
effort in parallel with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization air war, which has 
alienated Russian leaders and many cit- 
izens. 

For that, Mr. Fisher seemed ready to 
move away from NATO’s insistence on 
a robust core force to handle peace- 
keeping in Kosovo and replace it with a 
UN force. 

Once a Serbian pullout has been com- 
pleted, the plan said, NATO would 
“permanently suspend” air strikes. 

A three-stage process would follow: a 
heavily armed UN military force would 


move into Kosovo as Serbian forces 
withdrew, Kosovo refugees would re- 
turn and Kosovo would be put undo- UN 
administration until completion of a per- 
manent peace settlement 

A UN command role would almost 
certainly be unacceptable to the United 
States and to Britain and France, all of 
which were frustrated by shortcomings 
of the UN effort in Bosnia until NATO 
intervened. 

But some UN role, in European eyes, 
offsets the precedent of NATO attacking 
Serbia without an explicit mandate from 
the Security Council, an initiative that 
the allies agreed was essential to cir- 
cumvent a Russian veto. 3 

European officials said that they 


wanted to pre-empt any U.S. attempt to 
enshrine this degree of independence in 
allian ce doctrine at die NATO summit 
meeting in Washington this month. 

Defending their plan and also explain- 
ing Mr. Atman’s presence at the EU 
summit meeting, German officials said 
that they hoped to strike a chord with 
Moscow and draw Russia away from 
Belgrade into a diplomatic front against 
Mr. Milosevic. 

Mr. Annan, who met earlier with 
NATO officials and with Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of Britain, has been cautious 
about any role he might play. 

The overture to Moscow was backed 
by France and by the Clinton admin- 
istration. Officials in Washington have 
said that President Boris Yeltsin has been 
put on die defensive in his own country 
against nationalists. Mr. Yeltsin, while 
denouncing the NATO strikes against a 
fellow Slavic country, has avoided any 
move to help Belgrade militarily. 

President Alexander Lukashenko of 
Belarus reportedly met in Belgrade on 
Wednesday with Mr. Milosevic. Mr. 
Lukashenko, the first foreign leader to 
visit Belgrade since the start of the 
NATO bombing campaign three weeks 



SmAfpL/oafttmt 

Rebels from the Kosovo liberation Army heading off to the front lines along the Albanian border Wednesday, 
ago, was exploring Serbian interest in 


.ussia. 

Reports of Ins Belgrade visit promp- 
ted a quick warning from Moscow 
against any attempt to drag Russia into a 
military conflict over Kosovo. 

So far, there have been no signs of any 
divergences among allied governments 
about the war with Mr. Milosevic, even 
in countries such as Italy and Greece, 
where the NATO campaig n is unpopular 
and could become a political problem as 
die conflict intensified. 

NATO warplanes were reported 
Wednesday to have hit Serbia’s power- 
generating system for the first time. The 
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loss of electricity affects ci vilians as 
much as the military, and the new tar- 
geting suggested that NATO, while con- 
tinuing to ent bridges and supply lines to 
isolate and weaken Serbian fences in 
Kosovo, was also going to make the war 
more painful for ordinary Serbians. 

The air strike on the Bistrica hydro- 
electric power plant was accompanied 
by an attack on a major food-processing 
factory in Valjevo, amid reports of food 
rationing in Serbia for the first time. 

Militarily, NATO spokesmen said 
that allied military prospects were im- 
proving with the prospect ofbetter flying 
weather as more aircraft arrived, includ- 
ing the first Apache ground attack heli- 

KIDS: 
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Continued from Page 1 

they have not found a source of dis- 
posable diapers. 

Life in Kukes: It is unimaginably bad 
in Week 3 for the refugees, and for 
children it is unimaginably worse. 

There are no sinks, no showers, no 
toilets, no toilet paper. The water is 
giving more and more children diarrhea, 
and without toilet paper the only thing 
parents can use to clean their children is 
the very water that is malting them ilL 

There are also increasing numbers of 
cases of scabies, head lice and bron- 
chitis, and as of Monday seven cases of 
measles had been reported. 

“My goodness,” Olara Otunnu, UN 
undersecretary for children in armed 
conflict, kept saying as he toured the 
refugee camps. 

And then there is the matter of toys. 

‘‘The children are playing with 
garbage,” Elvana Zhezhia, of the Al- 
banian Center for Human Rights, told 
Mr. Otunnu. 

On the day before, when Carol Bel- 
lamy, header Unicef, was touring Kukes 
and asked Ms. Zhezhia what was 
needed, she said, “Everything.” So far, 
though, nothing has arrived. 

“Maybe today,’ ’ she is saying. She is 
standing near tire mosque, near the steps, 
which have become an unofficial 
headquarters for the relief efforts armed 
. ifically at children. She is helping to 
coordinate a therapy program for trau- 
matized children. She wants colored 
pencils for them to draw with. She wants 
paper, dolls and balls. 

All that Ms. Thezhia has, though, is a 
team of three people who have ta k^n a 
two-week course on psychosocial 
trauma therapy. One of them, a doctor 
named Feride Rushiti, is leading dozens 
of children in what amounts to an at- 
tempt at group therapy. 

She motions them into a circle. One by 
one, they tell quiet stories about what 
happened to them in Kosovo, and then 
they recite verses they learned when they 
lived in a place that had schools to teach 
them poems. 

That is about all Dr. Rushiti can do at 


copters, which are expected in the region 
in tiie next few days. . 

Another potential flashpoint was the 
presence of the tiny Serbian Navy in 
Montenegro, the small Yugoslav repub- 
lic on the Adriatic that has been trying to 
keep out of the conflict and that is now in 
a dispute with Belgrade about the 
ships. 

Arguing that the Serbian vessels are 
liable to draw NATO fire, p r o te s ter s in 
Montenegro have called for them to 
leave. 

But Yugoslavia has no port outside 
Montenegro and might use any threat to 
the ships’ presence as a pretext to over-, 
throw the pro-Weston gove rnment 


stint te an alliance invasion force would 
trigger a divisive debate that could un- 
dercut support here and in Europe for tite 
air operation. 

“The first thing that needs to be-de- 
edded is the objective of an invasion,'* 
said a European diplomat involved m 
policy-making on Kosovo. Would it 
be to flnshY ugoslav forces out of 
Kosovo and return fee refusces, or kic k 
Milosevic out of Belgrade? Whichever 
of those you choose will have srantf- 
icanl implications on die size of tire 
force required and the means to be 

used.” * 

Geographically, an assault from Hun- 
gary. north of Serbia, into Belgrade 
would be most inviting because it would 
take NATO forces across largely flat, 
open terrain, according to military spe- 
cialists. But it also would requi re fee 
largest force and likely w ould e ncounter 
fee greatest resistance from Se rbian 
forces determined to defend their home- 
land and capitaL ’• 

A more limited attack armed solely at 
securing Kosovo would involve fewer 
NATO forces, but finding routes into the 
province across fee mountainous bor- 
ders wife Macedonia and Albania poses 
formidable difficulties. Just esta b lis h in g 
ports, airfields and staging areas for 
irm.csmg tens of thousands of NATO 
troops in these two countries, which art 
among Europe’s poorest, presents to 1 
gistic nightmares. 

“Not only are fee border crossings 
themselves difficult, but tire routes td 
them are pretty nonexistent,” fee dipt- 
la mat said 

“In Albania, there’s not much of a rail 
network and the airports are pom. In 
Macedonia, you have at least a couple of 
main rail routes but there’s only one 
mam road basically up from the port of 
Thessaloniki.” ' 

Yugoslav farces, in evident prepay 
ration to defend against a NATO in- 
vasion, have been digging in along both 
major routes into Kosovo from Mace- 
donia, scooping out trenches and builds 
ing bonkers, according to defense of 2 
ficials. They also have been laying 
mines along Kosovo borders. 



Ao ettiiic Albanian refugee carrying a crying child WednesdaTto^hd 
refugee camp mailed by mud puddles in Kukes, AlbanucAboutlOOOOO 
refugees from the Kosovo fighting are now in the northern town^^Kukes 

S^cb-. - held the* ta*. which *£££& Z 

after the children scattered from the 

steps and she was in a Unicef car on fee 

way to other parts of Kukes. j 

Butas fee car moved along fee streets: 
^TOfeeoned^ressedenot^tolP 

her head against fee window and cry. 


she does over and over. 

“When will we go back to Kosovo' ? ” 
they ask Ms. Zhezhia every day. 
“Soon,” she always tells them. 
Very soon, which is fee answer she 
tells herself as well. She, too, is from 
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CONVOY: Yugoslavia Reports 75 Refugees Killed in NATO Raid j 


Continued from Page 1 

provmce^£fentagon official said. 
According to Jeff Rowand of the 
World Food Program, refugees crossing 
fee Albanian border said they saw three 
aircraft drop three bombs thar hit two 
tractors, killing many people. Other 
refugees said they saw dead, mutilated 
bodies by the road, including those of 
women and children, Mr. Rowand 
Mr. Bacon said fee incident Wed- 
nesday was being investigated, which he 
said “may cake some time.” 

“We did hit military vehicles in a 
convoy,” hesaid. “We are quite sure we 
hit only military vehicles. We will ob- 
viously review what happened.” 

“There were two separate attacks,” a 
Serbian official in Pristina said. “In one 


in the village of Zrze, six people were 
killed and 1 1 wounded. In another one 

of Me i^ 64 People were 
kdfod and 20 wounded, including three 
Serb policemen who were escorting the 
convoy.” 6 

The village of Meja is near Djakovica 

in western Kosovo. Zrze is on fee road 
between Djakovica and Prizren, further 
south. 

No independent confirmation was im- 
mediately available. 

On fee Albanian side of fee border an 

aid worker said he had spoken’ to 
refugees who witnessed fee attack and 

My whether * e aircraft were 
NATO planes. 

Nebojsa Vujovic, a Yugoslav Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, said, * ‘NATO 
bombs created a new humanitarian ca- 


testrophe and tragedy, bombing fee tw<| 
refugees returning to their 
bonier withlSa^; 
wti 0 ™ “« literally littered ori 
ctr;i l* e said, denouncing fee 

‘ ‘crime agatoS^." ! 

^.^OPM.aMSP^YngoT 

* iWs photoJ 


fd^alao ihowed SSEShSri 
nfic face injuries bei^Wted'a^a 
maU boy *MderingtSough the scene 
canytng aplastic bag 

scheme- 

(AFP, AP, Ratters, IHT) 
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^ ^ ^ or Kosovo / *Tke State of War Does Not Mean That Civic Courage Should Be Trampled Upon 9 

.. 5 A Dissenting Voice in Belgrade War Grin aes Panel Seeks 

.-vt- ^ e P u ty Prime Minister Attacks Alliance With Russia and Belarus IV A TTI All! nil MilnttPVIP 


NATO Aid on Milosevic 

Alliance Slow to Give Evidence, Officials Say 





~ By Steven Hrlanger~ 

Ne w York Times Se rwcg 

— The most liberal 
®£“ber of the Yugoslav government 
j“w^hajpiy attacked the useof^rtSn 
^tane patriotism for ideological and 
po^cal en £ j s> throwing down an in- 
fcect challenge to President Slobodan 
Milosevic and his nationalist and leftist 
allies, including Mr. Milosevic's'wife. 

m two extraordinary statements over 
the last two days, the depnty prime min- 
ister of Yugoslavia, Vuk Draskovic, has 
oeconw the only official voice to con- 
demn both the murder on Sunday of as 
qwoation publisher, Slavko Curuviia, 
aod proposals for Yugoslavia to form an 
«hauce with Russia and Belarus. 

“May Slavko Curuvija be the first and 

jast victim of those in Serbia who want to 
start the mad spiral of fratricide," Mr 

rWAcIfAtnr tMiirl If ■ _L< « 


, ioivu omuuu, OLUUIO JO, WQlCn 

is controlled by his Serbian Renewal 

In Kosovo, 

A Bus Terminal 
And Graveyard 
Hit by Bombs 


By Paul Watson 

Los Angeles Timet Service 

i PRISTINA, Yugoslavia — NATO 
bombers, scored several hits Tuesday in 
Ibe capital of Kosovo, including a grave- 
yard, a bus station and a children’s bas- 
ketball court. 

The strikes were not mentioned when 
General Wesley Clark, commander of the 
NATO forces, briefed reporters in Brus- 
sels on the air campaign’s successes. 

But the general stressed that almost all 
pf the NATO pilots’ weapons are pre- 
cision-guided, so-called smart bombs 
lurd that “almost without exception, the 
targets are very precisely struck.” 

» He repeated that NATO was not at 
war with the people of Yugoslavia, so 
Brankica Budxmir might be forgiven for 
not understanding why her small 
Pristina apartment was in ririns. 

- A bomb or missile struck the edge of a 
playground in the center of Ms. Budi- 
mir’s large apartment complex during a 
heavy bombardment around 1:40 AJVL 

Nearby was ablack steel pole bolding 
up a basketh^^kboard andj^ hoop . 

hcx^ajfflriring lot from^^Budimir’ s 
second-flow apartmeot fo4b&,««adwra 
Dardaniia distiict of Pristina. . ± 
l The explosion shattered practically 
every window and sliding door in the 
four-stray apartment block where the 
46-year-old Serb, a researcher at the 
Center for the Environment in Pristina, 
Jives a middJe-class lif e with her three 
children, IQ*. 18 and 22. 

• No .one was reported lolled by the 
explosion, but that was small consol- 
ation to the hundreds erf tra um atized 
residents left to pick through tbe remains 
Jrf their homes and cars. J 

- Ms. Budinnr, still trembling and in 
shock, swept up broken glass and pieces 
of twisted metal Tuesday in an aport- 


Movemcnt, which governs Belgrade. 

He rdso railed oa political parties not 
to manipulate fee patriotism and unity of 
the Serbs in wartime, saying: “All 
parties should temporarily :jeir dif- 

ferences and forigsias,' * attacking in par- 
ticular thd re-emergence of AeoSdtoraii-' 
mmristpartisan flag, with its red star. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Draskovic went fur- 
ther in attacking (he idea of an alliance 
with Russia and Belarus, which won 
overwhelming support Monday from the 
Yugoslav Pariiamerrt. 

. -ThealHanccisittrcm gly snraKvtedby 
the Yugoslav Left Party of Mr. Milo- 
sevteVpowerfbl wife, Mrrjana Marko- 
vic, who envisions a new communist 
bloc with Yugoslavia at its heart. Pres- 
ident Alexander Lukashenko of Belarus 
was expected in Belgrade on Wednes- 
day to meet with Mr. Milosevic. 

“There are political forces who think 
we should eater the 21st century on the 
ruins of a destroyed state,” Mr. Dras- 
kovic said. “They fltfnk we should pick 


up picks and shovels with the same 
songs, (he same iconography, and 50 
years later, start building communism all 
over again. This must not happen. ” . 

He also attacked the ultranationalistic 
Radical Party of Deputy Prime Minister 
. VopsJav Seselj for bringing its own ban- 
ners and pictures of Mr. Seselj to tbe 
daily Belgrade rock concerts organized 
by the city. When they did so Monday, 
the organizers asked them to put down 
their banners, and the rock bard, Del 
Arno, stopped playing until the Seselj 
followers dispersed. 

If such efforts to misuse and manip- 
ulate unity continue, Mr. Draskovic said, 
the concerts will stop. “And I don’t be- 
lieve that anyone has the right to lower 
their beads while journalists are being 
murdered,” Mr. Draskovic continued. 
*' The state of war does not mean that civic 
courage should be trampled upon.” 

Mr. Draskovic, who was one of the 
leaders of the pro-democracy demon- 
strations of 1996 and 1997, joined the 



Sen RaioiinonctAP 

Deputy Prime Minister Vuk 
Draskovic challenges the regime. 

Milosevic government last year in what 
his former allies considered an act of 
opportunism. Mr. Draskovic failed to win 
support for a compromise on Kosovo that 
might have prevented the NATO bomb- 
ing campaign. But since the bombing 
began, he has become an effective 
spokesman for the Serbian cause. 
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The Awtrtrd p t fM 

Residents of Pristina surveying the damaged structur e of the Kosovo capital’s central bus station, which, they 
said, had been struck during heavy NATO bombardment. “There Is no excuse for this,” tbe station director said. 


meat that would not be out of place in 
many American cities. Her youngest 
child’s bedro om ' was decorated with 
movie posters ‘ advertising “101 Dal- 
matians” and “Aladdin.” 

Overcome with tears, Ms. Budimir 
apologized fair losing her composure, 
and far what she was about to say. 

; is NATO. democracy, and the 

fight for humanism and human lives, this 
^should bp held against their own honor,” . 
she said in the wreckage of her small 
kitchen. ‘’Maybe this should happen to 
them so that thefrehikben grow up in fear 
and panic. I don’t like to believe this, but 


theyhave gone overboard.” 

The apartment butiding is exclusively 
Serbian, and Ms. Budimir wondered 
aloud whether NATO attacked it in what 
she called “a terrorist act” 

Civilian casualties from the NATO 
Strikes in Pristina, which number in the 
dozens, include Serbs, etiunc Albanians, 
ethnic Turks and Gypsies, so no one 
feels safe anymore. Since NATO did not 
mention the strike at its briefing Tues- 
day, there was no ready explanation for 


why it took place. 

The device that hit the playground 
caused a heavy explosion but left only a 
small crater compared with many bombs 
that have hit Pristina. The crater was 
about 4.5 meters across, and only cen- 
timeters deep. 

There were no tire marks or tracks by 
armored vehicles in the playground’s 
dairy grass to suggest that NATO was. 
aiming at nrilrtaiy vehicles hidden there. 

Standing amid tbe smoldering rubble 
of the city bus terminal Tuesday, the 
director of the facility. Dragan Man- 
ojlovic, could not see the logic behind 
NATO’s strategy. 

Bombs destroyed most of the two- 
story bus station, the main public trans- 
port hub linking Kosovo to the rest of 
Yugoslavia. 

“There is no excuse for this,” Mr. 
Manojlovic said, “there was nothing 
military here.” 

“I don't drink they even know why,” 
he said. “Maybe it is psychological.” 

Mr. Manojlovic ’s terminal was one of 
the country's best bus stations and had a 


computerized ticketing service, he said. 

The bus terminal was about 450 me- 
ters away, and on the other side of the 
highway, from an army barracks, which 
NATO destroyed with bombs over sev- 
eral days and nights. 

NATO also hit a fuel depot on the 
southern edge of Pristina early Tuesday. 
'■"The same - bombing run destroyed a 
plastics factory in the next lot, and about 
30 graves in a cemetery adjacerifto the 
foel depot 

It was the second time the graveyard 
has been bombed. 

NATO blasted a huge crater attbe other 
end of the cemetery April 7, enraging 
Orthodox Serbs who saw remains of their 
loved ones scattered on the ground. 

Nada Turcinovic had arrived at the 
cemetery Tuesday morning to bury her 
son. Zoran Dragntinovic. But she bad to 
sit and wait, weeping on a curb, until the 
roar of NATO jets finally passed around 
1035 AM. 

“My son,” she chanted softly to her- 
self, dressed all in black: “My son. My 
heart, my soul, my Zoran.” 


By Marlise Simons 

New York Tims Service 

THE HAGUE — Prosecutors at the 
international war crimes tribunal have 
built a strong case to indict President 
Slobodan Milosevic of Yugoslavia, dip- 
lomats and lawyers close to the tribnngj 
say. But they say the prosecutors are 
depending on NATO governments for 
crucial links that they need to bolster 
their case. 

The tribunal still refuses to confirm 
officially that it is investigating Mr. Mi- 
losevic. But prosecutors concede that 
they have been pursuing the Yugoslav 
leadership. 

“It is right to say that our focus is at 
the top end,” said Graham Blewitt, the 
deputy prosecutor of the tribunal, which 
was set up by the United Nations in 
1993. The diplomats say tribunal in- 
vestigators have focused on Mr. Mi- 
losevic for almost a year. 

As repeats of Yugoslav forces killing 
and terrorizing ethnic Al banians have 
grown, the court has been inundated 
with questions about when it will indict 
Mr. Milosevic on war crimes charges. 

Officials at the tribunal have respond- 
ed with frustration, saying they have 
been delayed because NATO member 
countries have been slow to provide vital 
information about the inner workings of 
the Yugoslav political and military com- 
mand. 

Investigators say the issue is not to 
collect evidence of more crimes in 
Kosovo. Rather, they aigue, they need to 
demonstrate what orders were given, 
who was involved and what knowledge 
commanders bad of crimes committed 
by subordinates. 

“Of course we have a lot of evidence 
of crime in Kosovo,” Mr. Blewitt said. 
“We can now indict people in the chain 
of command. But it’s a question of what 
level. We could go faster if we had tbe 
right evidence about the top.” 

The chief prosecutor, Louise Arbour, 
will visit NATO headquarters in Brus- 
sels on Wednesday to ask the allies for 
greater cooperation in sharing their in- 
telligence. The information she needs is 
likely to be highly classified and in- 
cludes interceptions of radio, telephone 
or computer commnnications, which 
NATO countries have so far withheld. 

NATO and British and American of- 
ficials have said they have information 
that they will give the tribunal. 

“But we’re not seeing the goods,” 
Mr. Blewitt said. “We’re not getting 
anywhere near what we’re expecting.” 

Tribunal officials said the information 
would shore op the cases drey were 
building. “We want an indictment only 
when it will result in a conviction,” Mr. 
Blewitt said. 

Making the link between Mr. Mi- 
losevic and the reported brutal action of 
his forces in Kosovo appears simple 
enough: he is the Yugoslav head of state 
and commander in chief of tire armed 
forces, and Kosovo, a Serbian province, 
is part of Yugoslavia. 

From a legal point of view, tribunal 
investigators say, it is easier to hold Mr. 
Milosevic accountable now than during 
the war in Bosnia, which he instigated 
and backed but from which he took care 
to keep a formal distance as president of 
Serbia. 

Mr. Milosevic has shown himself 
very adept at avoiding paper trails and 
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Mr. Milosevic, back to camera, 
embracing President Alexander 
Lukashenko of Belarus, in Bel- 
grade for a state visit Wednesday. 

evading interceptions during the war that 
broke up Yugoslavia, specialists say. 

He can also answer some of the pros- 
ecution charges. For example, one in- 
vestigator said, in the case of Kosovo, 
Mr. Milosevic can produce a written 
order saying that all troops in thq 
Yugoslav Army must behave in accord- 
ance with the law and that any offenses 
against civilians or criminal acts will be 
punished severely. 

Prosecutors said they needed infor- 
mation that not only supported an in- 
dictment but could also be used in court 
“In the past we have been given leads 
and intelligence, and then we go back to 
the source and say we’d like to use this in 
the courtroom.” Mr. Blewitt said; 
“Then they say no, because they do not 
want to expose their mtelligence-gath- 
ering methods or compromise their 
sources.” ‘ 

Part of the debate outside the tribunal 
is whether NATO allies want to see Mr. 
Milosevic indicted at this point, since it 
could be difficult to negotiate with him 
once be was formally charged as a war 
crimes suspect. , 

Tribunal officials said they had not 
been subjected to pressure by govern- 
ments to indict senior Yugoslav officials 
car to withhold indictments. Pressure has 
come from public opinion and from 
questions asked by the press, they said. 

“There seems to be an expectation 
that something is going to happen right 
now,” Mr. Blewitt said. 

That expectation may also exist in 
Yugoslavia. For three weeks the 
Yugoslav Embassy to The Hague has 
had no dealings with the tribunal, re- 
fusing fo'accept lettmrdbCtitnents and - ; 
even telephone calls, an official said. ■ 

■ Serb Militia Leader Indicted J 

Tribunal prosecutors have indicted! 
the Serb paramilitary leader known asj 
Arkan with at least three categories ofj 
war crimes, including crimes against hu - > 
inanity, according to court documents) 
released Wednesday, Reuters reported, j 
Mrs. Arbour said March 31 that! 
Zeljko Raznatovic, also known asj 
Arkan, was named on a sealed indict-^ 
menr that dated from September 1997. ! 
She gave no details of die charges at the j 
tune, but said she was serving an arrest j 
warrant to Yugoslavia. ! 
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5,000 Refugees Cross 
Border to Macedonia 


Oo»fiUbtOtrSeS'ftvm Ki p atrtn 

BLACE, Macedonia — At least 5,000 Kosovo Albanians 
arrived at the Macedonian border post of Rlace on Wed- 
nesday, a spokeswoman for the United Nations High Com- 
missioner far Refugees said Wednesday. 

Two consecutive waves of 2^)00 refugees crossed at Blace, 
the spokeswoman, PanlaGhedmi, said. A thousand others were 
massed around the western Macedonian town of Lojane, she 
said. 

The refugees came by train, bus and car and appeared to be 
in good shape, the spokeswoman said. 1 ‘They came with their 
families,” she said, and most had identity documents and 
valuables. 

. A few drove across the border at Blace in their cars. Others 
skirted minefields and walked along the railway until they 
were 4rtopped by border guards and directed through the fields 
to the Blace checkpoint. They were then put on buses and 
taken to refugee camps. 

Many appeared to have traveled on a regular morning train 
from the southern Kosovo town of Urosevac. The refugees 
told an international monitor that their train was packed and 
that several hundred more people had gathered at the station to 
await tbe next one. 

It was the first time since Belgrade sealed its borders a week 
earlier that such a steady stream of people bad moved across 
the Blace border crossing. 

Fears for hundreds of thousands of ethnic Albanians thought 
to be stranded in tiiejrills of Kosovo grew Wednesday as both 
.the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the UN refugee 
agency admitted they did not know where they were. 

Sadako Ogata, head of (he UN agency, said after talks with 
the NATO secretary ^general, Javier Solana Madariaga, that 
her office was “gaining control” of the refugee situation in 
the countries bordering Kosovo. 

. “We have tinned tire situation around, bat 1 am very 
worried about those in Kosovo,’* she said. “We do not know 
exactly how many they are.” 

Mr. Sfolanasaid the alliance was looking at the possibility of 
organizing airdrops of food and other supplies to tbe displaced 


mil 


Separately, the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization wiuned that Kosovo faced a long-term food short- 
age b ec ause most crops had been destroyed or abandoned 
unharvested in the fields and new crops had not been 
planted. 

. “Apart from foe direct human consequences, foe Kosovo 
crisis nas .devastated tbe agricultural and food-processing 
industries, resulting in a severe reduction in food output. 


irvTjinmti; 


The Rome-based agency raid foal even if refugees were 

allowed to return to their homes, massive mtemational relief 

rpfttoees wafting beside a- p® or ZU raises a s sistanc e would be needed to feed foe population until 
KoS<y border crossing at Blace, Macedonia, agricultural jxodiKiicm was restored (AFP, Reuters. AP) 


REPUBLIC OF CAPE VERDE 

Announcement of Privatisation By International Public Tender 
of State Owned Financial Sector Institutions 

The Unidade de Coor denagao do Projecto de Privatiza^oes e Regula^ao Institucional 
(Privatisation Unit) of the Republic of Cape Verde, in accordance with the Law on 
Privatisation of the Republic of Cape Verde, Decree Law 70/98 and Resolution 74/98 of 3 1st 
December, 1998 announces the sale, by international public tender, of state owned shares 
in three (3) financial sector institutions with interlocking shareholdings, according to the 
following criteria and terms: (i) as a financial group, or (ii) as three separate individual 
institutions, and/or (iii) any combination thereof. 


Name 

Type of Insitution 

No of State 
Owned Shares 

No of Shares 
for this bid 

% of Institution 
for this bid 

BCA 

Commercial Bank 


525.000 

52.50 

GARANT1A 

Insurance Company 

96.620 

91.789 

45.895* 

PROMOTORA 

Venture Capital Company 

255.000 

180.000 

40.000* 

*The Government will conuacnmNy ensure that management control will be held by ibe succesful bidder 


The bid package containing the Confidential Information Memoranda and other pertinent 
bid documents may be acquired at a cost of Euro 20.000 Euros from the Privatisation Unit 
(UPR) at Largo do Cruzeiro - T€nis, Praia, Cabo Verde, telephone (238) 61 23 19, Fax (238) 
61 23 34, email: cvprivatization@mail.cvtelecom.cv. 

Any request of information, questions or clarification regarding the bidding process may be 
addressed to the Bid Committee at the Privatisation Unit, at the above indicated address. 

The bid proposals must be submitted by 16h00, local time on Friday, July 9, 1999, at the 
office of the Privatisation Unit, Laigo do Cruzeiro - T6nis, Praia, Cabo Verde, in wax sealed 
envelopes according to the instructions contained in the Resolution n°74/98 of December 31, 
1998, published in the offical gazene n“48, Serie I. 

The bid proposals opening session will take place at lOhOO, local time on Monday, 12 ,h 
July, 1999 in the Ministry of Finance, Praia, Cabo Verde. 
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V Algeria’s presidential election on 
Thursday offers as opportunity to end 
‘a seven-year civil war between the 
anny and Islamic guerrillas that has 
cost more than 75,000 lives. But for 
that to happen, the ruling generals must 
permit an honest vote count and allow 
the winner to govern freely. 
u As the campaign has proceeded, the 
army has made clear its preference for 
former Foreign Minister Abdelaziz 
'Boutaflika, making him a strong fa- 
vorite. Surprisingly, however, several 
opposition candidates have been al- 


isher in a runoff election this month. 
Algeria's last seriously contested 


ended abruptly’ in January 
when die array blocked a runoff 
ote that 


parliamentary vote mat an Islamic fun- 
damentalist party seemed certain to 
win. Radical Islamic guerrillas then 
unlea s h ed a campaign of terror that 
targeted secular civilians, intellectuals 
and foreigners as well as soldiers. 
Army leaders responded with violent 
repression and blocked all attempts ata 


negotiated settlement 


The leading challengers are . 

Taleb Ibrahimi, who is endorsed by 
floany of the Islamic groups that began 
die insurgency, and forma- Prime Min- 
ister Mouload Hamrouche, who ad- 
vocates democratic and market re- 
forms. Unless the front-runner gets 
more than 50 percent of the vote Thurs- 
day, he must face the next-highest fin- 


.'ioient incidents peaked early last 
year. Yet more than 200 people arc still 
being killed every month. As some 
generals and Is lami c leaden now seem 
w illing to recognize, force alone can- 
not bring Algeria lasting peace. Haying 
sanctioned democratic competition, 
both sides are now obliged to honor the 
results. The ejections should proceed 
without tampering or interruption. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES . 


Debate on Kosovo 


d As the air war over Yugoslavia heads 
-toward its fourth week, pressure is 
building on President Bill Clinton to 
.send ground forces into battle. Critics of 
foe NATO campaign are right to open a 
debate about military and diplomatic 
■Options, and the planning for all con- 
tingencies should begin. But there 
should be no illusions about the dif- 
ficulties and potential costs of a land 
War. A great deal more bombing and 
'diplomacy should be employed before 
-the United States makes any fearful de- 
cisions about the use of ground troops, 
fc Though the air war has progressed 
.(Slowly, and has done little to impede the 
^Serbian march across Kosovo, it is in- 
flicting heavy damage on Serbia’s mil- 
itary and industrial base. Given time, 
foe attacks can wear down Slobodan 
^Milosevic's resistance and make bis 
-people impatient to end the bombing. It 
Is certainly premature to conclude that 
W strikes are not enough and only an 
'invasion can secure NATO's political 
•and military goals. Mr. Milosevic well 
(knows that the steady destruction of oil 
: refineries, weapons rectories, ammuni- 
tion supplies and communication net- 
works will eventually cripple his mil- 
itary forces, and possibly undermine . 
; his political power. 

*, As painful as the air war may some- 
times be in Serbia — on Monday a 
NATO missile severed a rail bridge, 
'lulling at least nine people as a passing 
train was knocked into a river — 
NATO must sustain foe attacks. Unlike 
.the Serbian assault on. Kosovo, the . 
alliance is not deliberately targeting 
civilians. NATO’s 19 members have 
ragreed to-continue the aerial bombard- 
ment, a sign of unity and determination 
that Mr. Milosevic should consider 
-carefully as be tries to sow division 
E within foe alliance. 

Diplomacy also needs time to worfc- 


Kofi Annan, the UN secretary-general, 
is getting involved, a step the Clinton 
administration properly welcomed 
Monday. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright met Tuesday in Oslo with For- 
eign Minister Igor Ivanov of Russia. 

Russia remains the best hope for 
mediating foe conflict. Though the war 
has provoked anti-Western sentiment 
in Russia, Moscow has grown impa- 
tient with Mr. Milosevic's truculence 
in recent years and recognizes that Rus- 
sian and Serbian interests do not always 
coincide. The challenge for Washing- 
ton is to give foe Kremlin some dip- 
lomatic maneuvering room without un- 
dercutting NATO's aims in Kosovo. 
One approach, already tacitly endorsed 
by NATO, would be to include a sig- 
nificant contingent of Russian troops in 
any international peacekeeping force 
sent to Kosovo as part of a settlement. 

It would take at least six weeks, 
probably longer, to assemble a ground 
force of 70,000 troops in the region, 
along with the tanks, artillery, am- 
munition and other supplies needed to 
support an invasion of Kosovo. A 
much larger force would be needed to 
invade Serbia itself. Evea then, an in- 
vading force might encounter fierce 
resistance from Serbian forces. 

Though foe use of ground troops 
should be the option of last resort, 
_ for an invasion may give Mr. 
lose vie reason to plot a diplomatic 
course. To strengthen foe hands of 
diplomats, and to give NATO a full 
range of options, Mr. Clinton and his 
European allies should begin to draw 
up the plans for a ground assault 
Meanwhile, foe. bombing should -pro- 
ceed and America can engage in a 
vigorous debate about whether vital 
U.S. interests will be served by sending 
troops into Yugoslavia. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Nuclear Adventure 


— India already had missiles to cany 
nuclear warheads to Pakistan, its re- 
gional rival. With its test Sunday of a 
-ballistic missile wifo a range of 2.400 
kilometers, it now may also have a way 
to hit major prospective targets in China, 
its strategic rival. As a bow to India's 
■image of itself as a power fit to play foe 
global game, foe Agni Q makes its own 
-Considerable nationalist and geopolit- 
ical contribution. The cost to regional 
stability, however, comes high. 

It was India's nuclear tests last May 
that triggered a reluctant Pakistan's 
*bwn tests. These blasts put a burden on 
_both South Asian states to head off any 
further nuclear racing. The United 
States responded wifo a mediating 
shuttle fixed on advancing nuclear 
arms control and on drawing India and 
-Pakistan into negotiation on their polit- 


ical differences, especially ova dis- 
puted Kashmir. On foe promise of tins 
shuttle, foe United States started peel- 
ing back foe economic sanctions 
American law imposes on testers. 

But now India has flamboyantly 
shown just the reverse of nuclear re- 
straint Worse, it is moving explicitly 
to make “symmetry” wifo China, 
rather than wifo the lesser Pakistan, its 
strategic objective. 

Arms control was not I 
foe U.S. Congress had an its 
when it started lifting sanctions. Grain 
sales, for instance, was another. But 
Congress, having started down that 
path on the premise that foe parties 
would practice nuclear discretion, can- 
not fail to ask whether its policy is 
serving nuclear adventure instead. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 


Early Jitters About Y2K Feb. 5, 1999, when travel agents could 


Imaginative observers claim to have 


,ed up to 31 so-called “trigger 
999 that could spark com- 


ident 

dates” in IS 
■pater problems related to foe millen- 
nium bug. The good news is that most 
-of those 1999 doom-date predictions 
are farfetched. Some have already 

For reasons rim remain unclear, Jan 
1, 1999, was listed by some as a trigger 
“date for computers to go haywire. 
Nothing happened. Another date was 


begin selling air tickets for Jan. 1, 
,000. That da> 


2000. That day passed and U.S. travel 
reservation systems did not even hic- 
cup, much less crash. 

April 1, 1999, was the day on which 
fiscal year 2000 began in New York 
state and some foreign nations. Again, 
there was nothing to report. Most other 
states and many U.S. corporations face 
a similar test June 1, when their new 
fiscal years begin. Until then, prepared- 
ness, not panic, is the watchword. 

— Los Angeles Times. 
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Adding a Moral Dimension to Military Intervention 

O u „ Wes. Worse would be if the humaa- 


P ARIS — Kosovo is not as affair 
for which international law has an 
answer. The search for its solution 


By William Pfaff 


that he possesses a morel imagination 
whichmerite his comparison wMi Hi tier 
and StaHn. He acts an a grand scale. 

The humao consequences of his acts 


itics. Worse would be if the taima- 
jT»man principle were 1 

NATO 


asMi us — jgtftfwsffa: mss****-**? 


sevjc. 



eimty versos insurrection, or redrawn displaced 3W.000 

satisfactory, since 

It has a morel dimension that sets it vara eveatuaUy home and ^ 

apatite Sn^^ign to uproot, 

displace and deport a large part of Horseshoe was dcsig^ to prextoce 
Kosovo’S AlbanSn population is of a a pWDMMnt solution, and was 


proved on- — j — ■» — „ , - 

Koso- ■ for foe sake of his own power. 

H& actions have contaminated foe 


wi needto formulate grounds for 

dona! interv 


ion is of a 

_iin Yfestem Europe, 

outside foe forma Yugoslavia, since 
foe second Work! War. 

Mr. Milosevic and his government 
are attempting to solve their Kosovo 

problem by producing a basic demo- 

... — — **- *- 


deponing its Albanian population, 
overwhelming majority. 

According to German governor 


According to German government 
sources, tins program for purging 
Kosovo of its Albanian population was 
prepared at the end of last year under 
the code name “Horseshoe.’’ Its initial 
purpose was to defeat or neutralize the 
Kosovo liberation Army, in rebellion 
against Serbia. In cams of Serbia's 
intonatianally recognized, if abusive, 
sovereignty ova Kosovo, tins was a 
|itima£e objective. 

: government's experience in op- 


a. — solution, and — 

launched even before the Rambouilkt 
discussions in February, which foe Ser- 
bian fcaHftr&hip did nor take seriously. 

Washington has until recently 
treated Slobodan Milosevic as a Balkan 
rogue, indispensable in solving the 
problems his own policies have cre- 
ated. Moreover, he has repeatedly been 
elected to lead foe country . While these 
elections woe not models of good 
practice, foeir outcomes make ithard to 
deny his electoral legitimacy. This is a 
deeply dismaying pot of the situation. 

However, we all were greatly un- 
derestimating him. The Serbian pres- 
ident's decision to displace a major part 
of the Albanian population from their 
homes, expelling them in an unima- 
ginably brutal way, employing terror, 
and presumably, as happened earlier in 
Bosnia, mass executions, demonstrates 


immens e Ewvpmu. 

the past 50 years, foe reconci bafom of 
European peoples and the injitirtionr 
alization or reconciliation in foeEuro- 

, Union (and in NATO). TTie un- 


cuspa$s*««»* mtenwtional 
tiooHncases where mtemaijaDal tror- 
aHty and good older are outraged. It a 
difficult and potentially 
do so. Yet tire international cma raoraty 
seems to be moving erratically arid 
hesitantly toward such a code. A pre- 
cedent of a kind, unsatisfactory but 

. . ■ (.lu SnlwIfMIhra ftf 


SggaSffir- 

NA T(? has actually intervened in the frightful and mindless carnage pe- 


rv u I ^ ■ 1 *1^ tlWv J — - . B , 

consistency with foe past It is on anew most succeed. It must not *** 


course, but not an unprecedented one 
The principle of absolute sovereignty 
hut hr&n challenged in a number of 
recent developments, indudingcre- 
atioa of an international war crimes 
court and the assertion of a right to 
humanitarian intervention. 

NATO’s cu r re n t action will have 
been wasted as a precedent if what 
comes out of it is merely a cynical 
lesson about unilateral action ulti- 
mately subordinated to domestic pol- 


vo s e cu re d n pdw some provisional ar- 


, settlemem with a , 
emmenr in Belgrade, and wifo 
Josevic and hfc responsible colleagues 
charged as war crimin als. That is a tall 
order, but it is what NATO's leaders 
have already said they mean to do. Thai 
means that anything less is failure. 

International Herald Tribune. 

Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 


Indonesia Gains Momentum for Its First Open Election 


J AKARTA — The communal 
horrors of East Timor, Am- 
bon and West Kalimantan 
are real enough. But they no 
more describe Indonesia than 
Kashmir, Bihar and Assam de- 
scribe India. 

More remarkable is how 
stable tire heartland, Java, now 
seems after 18 months of polit- 
ical and economic crisis and the 
battle of 48 parties for votes in 
the country's first open par- 
liamentary election June 7. It 
could be the calm before an- 
other storm. Some electioneer- 
ing violence is inevitable, if 
only because of foe size of 
crowds that can be generated on 
a densely populated island. But 
despite foe excitement of elec- 
tions, and despite regional, re- 
ligious and income divides, 
there is an air of normalcy. 

The mam players have moved 
toward the center to broaden 
their appeal and prepare the way 
for future alliances. The poll 
will be inconclusive, so co&ti- 
tiofla are inevitable. One such 
ayer has been Auden Rais, 
", of foe Mubammadtyah Is- 
lamic organization and of foe 
PAN, or National Mandate 


By Philip Bowring 


Party. Previously feared by sec- 
ularists Chinese, he has 
shifted from a strongly Muslim 
and redistribntionist agenda to 
one broadly attractive to foe 
urban middle class — and even 
backed by Chinese money. 

Megawati Sukarnoputri, the 
daughter of Indonesia's found- 
ing leader, President Sukarno, 
is saying little aboutpolicy, but 
ha Indonesian Democratic 
Party is widely tipped to 
emerge as the largest party and 
has been developing links to 
military figures and profession- 
al, secularist rebels from the 
governing Golkar party. 

The strongest force at work 
at the grass roots is not ideology 


but simply a desire to par- 
ticipate. Fbr 


ticipate. For every member of 
the old elite who feats elections 
and wants to see them dis- 
rupted. there are at least two 
who want foe vote to show that 
the nation is capable of political 
development 

Suspicions that the elections 
might be rigged or popular will 
"might be thwarted by foe mil- 


itary still exist There is ev- 
ideoce ofMgh-plaoed stirring in 
Ambon. In remoter areas, 
Golkar may use the government 
machinery in its favor, although 
in any case it will fare better m , 
areas outside Java, which have 
been less affected by the. eco- 
nomic crisis.. There is concern 
that even if Golkar genuinely 
does well, the masses of Java, 
who demand real change will 
take to tire streets. 

In theory, a big Golkar show- 
ing could thwart change. Add in 
the 38 militaty seats in foe 500- 
nwmba Parliament and most of 
tiie 200 indirectly elected and 
appointed seats in foe 700- 
member People’s Consultative 
Assembly — which selects the . 
president — and Golkar could 
remain in control. 

fa practice, however, that 
seems unlikely. Golkar itself is 
factionalized, wifo different 
groups — Islamists, liberal sec- 
ularists, upholders of the status 
quo — having different ideas 
on whether to support the elec- 
tion of President B. J. Habibie. 

Moreover, the electoral com- 
mission, which oversees the 
election, has a broad base and 


has established an independent 


are da ngers that some 

groups wfil use vtolence to dis- 
rupt the democratic process. A 


trading and money politics at 
the consultative^ assembly will 
deliver a president Whose sup- 
port is broad-based but derived 
from co m promises that make 
weak government inevitable. 
Such a government nay fail to 
five up to demands for reform. 

The most ardent reformers 
are themselves divided into the 
secular and Xdaxmst 
represented respectively 
Indonesian Democratic Party 
and PAN. Islamist parties, and 
even the Indonesian Democrat- 
ic Party, are themselves mul- 
filmed and ihtedeaved wifo 
strands of nationalist, statist 

and frep ^mtrriret thinking 

Battles for economic interest 
will be intense, but divides are 
not all along party lines. Thoe 
is a unique opportunity fear the 
government, which is having to 
ball out the banking system, to 
acquire bankrupt assets on be- 
half of the mosdy indigenous 
people. -Bat that' would mean v 




Japanese Politics Is Falling Victim to Voter Alienation 


T OKYO — A revolt against 
old parties, spurred by a 
sluggish economy and voter ali- 
enation from the system, is cre- 
ating an upheaval in Japanese 
politics. 

To talk about a Japanese 
vota revolt is strange, since tiie 
cautious, consensus-budding 
Liberal Democratic Party has 
governed Japan with only a 
brief mtonmtion since 1955. 
The party mat presided over 
Japan's emergence as a world 
economic power defines tire 
political establishment. 

It forged iron bonds among 


By E. J. Dionne Jr. 


tqg business a nda powafo l gov- 
ernment bureauaacy Japanese 
politics flowed from "a stream 
of personal relations/' said Yas- 
Uhtsa Shiozaki, a Liberal Demo- 
cratic member of Japan's upper 
house of PadiameoL The Liberal 
Democratic Party “is a kind of 
small village in the coun- 
tryside.'’ Everybody knows 
everybody’s business and re- 
members, sometimes foaefly, ad 
the old brawls. Coanption scan- 
dals could be survived as long as 
the economy was good. 


But tbe villageis now threat- 
ened. The end of the Cold War 
and the decline of the old Jap- 
anese left mean majorities no 
longer repair automatically to 
tire Liberal Democratic Party, 
or LDP, as a safe haven of 
controlled capitalist stability^ 
Japan’s long recession breeds 
questions about the cozy sys- 
tem of interlocking elites and 
bureaucratic authority. 

Heretical thoughts are the 
new orthodoxy. “The myth foal 
the Japanese civil service is foe 


Will Microsoft Share Its Secrets? 


W ASHINGTON — With 
Microsoft and the U.S. 
Justice Department closeted 
off somewhere trying to settle 
their antitrust suit, the wad 
from Microsoft headquarters 
is that the company is explor- 
ing whether to release to foe 
world the source code for foe 
next generation of its 


By David Ignatius 


have been discus- 
sions of what ’open source* 
might mean for Windows,*’ 
one Microsoft executive con- 
firmed. He stressed that the 
software giant was for from 
m a ki n g any decision to give 
away its trademark product 
And be noted that any move to 
open up licensing would be 
done for business reasons, to 
assist software developers 
who want to innovate wifo 
Windows. 

Still, it is obvious that a Mi- 
crosoft decision to share the 
Windows source code — foe 
rogixialinstmctitmswrittejiby 
the programmers who created 
it — with other software de- 
velopers would go a long way 
toward resolving foe issues at 
foe heart of the antitrust suit. 

Whatever cones of Mi- 
crosoft's discussions, foe feet 
that foe Scrooge McDuck of 
software is debating whefherto 
share its secrets is a stunner. 

Historians will note that if 
Microsoft ever does release 
the source code for Windows 
— whether on its own or com- 
pelled by tiie Justice Depart- 
ment — itwillbedueinpaztto 
the dogged efforts of a cyber- 


network of software 
who are dedicated 
to producing free, common- 
alty maintained operating sys- 
tems like Unix and Linux. 

Mr. Raymond is best 
known for a 1997 treatise 
called “The Cathedral and foe 
Bazaar,” which is his move- 
ment’s equivalent of the Com- 
munist Manifesto. It likened 
the Microsoft approach to 
software — wifo thousands of 



A for more efficient. 

Mr. .Raymond argued. - would 
be to open up construction to 
foe hundreds of thousands of 
r a m m e r s who make up 


Mr. Raymond is the leader 
of what is known as the “< 
Source” movement, an i 


Support far his theories 
came in January 1998, when 
Netscape announced that jt 
would release the source code 
fa its Navigator browser. A 
top Netscape executive e- 
mafied Mr. Raymond soon 
after to say: ‘*Yoa thinking 
and writings woe fundamental 
inspirations to our decision." 

Mr. Raymond argues that it 
is silly to try to control own- 
ership of most software, be- 
cause it is so easy to copy and 
because it prevents the kind of 
easy interaction among de- 
velopers that will make the 
software betta, quicker. 

His model for how foe 
world should work is the Unix 
operating system, winch will 
run on virtually any kind of 
machine and has been de- 
bugged so tlwroagbly over 


more than two decades that it 
is amazingly robust Unix and 
a follow-on known as Linux 
have evolved orgamcalty. like 
a giant beehive, with different 
users making modifications to 
suit their needs. - 

Microsoft executives insist 
that despite their reputation as 
a closed shop, they have long 
made their code available to 
some big univaritie8,xesearch 
labs and partner companies. 

The question now, Mi- 
crosoft executives suggest, is 
whether tire industry is 
evolving so rapidly foal it 
makes sense to provide code 
for their next big release, Win- 
dows 2000, to software de- 
velopers so they can quickly 
adapt ft to foeir needs. In such a 
world, Microsoft presumably 
would make its money chiefly 
by selling specific proprietary 
applications and services. 

Microsoft executives have 
been studying carefully what 
happened to Netscape after 
it made that move a year ago 
by releasing its browser code. 
They find foe results discour- 


One Microsoft executive 
does a public resignation letter 


foe Netscape man- 
ager who had supervised foe 
open-source collaborative 
project “The feet is, there has 
been very tittle contribution 
from people who don’t work 
for Netscape/’ Mr. Zawinski 
wrote. He said the project “has 


painful, tor me to continue.” 
The tome fate could befell 
Microsoft if it tried to share its 
crown jewels wifo the workL 
The Washington Pag. 


finest in foe world is collap- 
sing,” said Takashi Kosugi, a 
forma education minister and 
LDP pa riram enl arian. What is 
under challenge, said Yoshho 
Sengpkn, an official of the op- 
position Democratic Party, is 
“foe closed nature of Japanese 
society.” 

Protest voting — for Japan’s 
Communist Party and, on oc- 
casion, tor celebrities — - is on 
the rise. Urban voters are es- 
pecially alienated from the old 
system. Both trends came to- 
gether on Sunday, when Shin- 
taro Ishihara, an outspoken na- 
tionalist running as an inde- 
pendent, won election as the 
new governor of Tokyo. The 
LDP candidate-ram fourth. 

Membership in other tradi- 
tional institutions, including 
both badness groups and labor 
unions, is on the decline. Take- 
sWYoshiL executive vice] 
ident of Nippon Steel and 
a of Japan’s big 
group, the Keadanren, noted 
that foe only two parties with 
fi rm ba ses of support are the 
Communists and trie religiously 
based Clean Government Party, 
foe Komdto. 

Yet foe LDP hangs on, ad- 
apting itself to whatever tin 
political market seems to de- 
mand. 

And Japanese voters are un- 
derstandably ambivalent about 
change. The economic mi racl e 
is now in trouble, bur it was a 


miracle nonetheless. Japan’s 
egalitarian policies have cre- 
ated a good life for most 
The party trying to supplant 
the LDP, this Democratic Party, 
is attempting to capture foe 
ambivalence. The slogan of this 
recently created amalgam of 
smaller parties and LDP de- 
fectors — “building a free and 
secure society” — promises to 


maximize foe opportunities 
from loose 


that 


might flow 

iwovxumg 

things up while minimi’Hpg the 
risks of change. 

Its leaders square another 
circle by praising two rather 
different British politicians, 
Margaret Thatcher and Tony 
Rian; Eisei Ito, the Democratic 
Party’s vice president, explained 
that foe party series “a viable 
combination” of their policies 
by creating a freer market wifo a 
stronger social “safety net” 
The Democrats’ hope is that 
foe LDP wifi - — 


ifit 


two-party system. But Banri 
JSaieda, a Democratic Party 


member of Parliament, con- 
ceded that since “power is foe 
glue holding foe LDP togetfa- 

fiT it Brill V.A4 lw.-T _ 


er, it will not break up until it 
loses power — foe very calaro- 
ity it is so skilled at avoiding. 

'p^^eSXSSS 

one knows how it wiu happen 
or how much of it the cSaoy 
really wants. 

The Washington Post _ 



1899: Auto Decree 

PARIS — [The Herald says in 


an 

foe conditifros under which 
automobiles will be allowed to 
nm on foeatreets is calculated to 
cause consternation. The, edict 

states that a walking pace must 

be ICMtf A rmviiln. 
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the destruction of many of the 
groups, Chinese and indige- 
nous, thaz prospered under 
President Suharto. 

None of the main party lead- 
ers is offering derailed eco- 
nomic proposals. Few may 
preciate the extent of foe pr 
lems to be faced. The economy 
may be bottoming out, but the 
debt burden will hobble all gov- 
ernments for years to come — 
not a bright prospect far In- 
donesian democracy. 

The run-up to the election 
reveals a society developing its 
political system under intense 
economic pressure. Despite foe 
recession, most politicians have 
an international outlook, and 
have a stake in ensuring that the 
economic and social gains un- 
da Mr. Suharto are not erased 
jfitical turmoil, 
idonesia is trying to pro- 
gress to foe point where unity 
is fostered by participation, not 
anthoritarianism. Weak con- 
sensus government would be 
a problem, but a lesser problem 
than foe violent divides so 
often forecast for the post- 
Snharto era. 

.mj/atemaBonal Herald Tribune. . , 
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Jn Clinton Contempt Case, 
Judge Is Legally Wrong 

- By Nathan Lewin . 

W In her integrity of fee jodiaal system.” 

PbhWbwH. however, is fee 
f^onofacjn^cbo^notof 
a civil court decree feat keeps a 
case (or an investigation) moving 
along. The rule of civil procedure 
that Judge Wright invoked — 
Rule 37(b)(2) — makes it clear 
that hear authority to impose civil 
contempt sanctions persists only 
so long as her. court Is one “in 
which the action is pending.” 
-The Paula Jones case is, of 
course, no longer “pending” in 
her court The president’s lawyers 
settled fee case, for $850,000, in 
November. And Judge Wright’s 
contempt order is not intended to 
obtain any future testimony or fu- 
ture discovery of documents. 
Hence her power to exercise civil 
contempt authority is gone. 

Mrs. McDougal's case is a text- 
book example of fee difference 
between civil and criminal con- 
tempt After she refused to answer 
fee questions of Kenneth Starr, 
fee independent counsel, about 
Whitewater, she went to Jail, but 
fee keys to her freedom were in 
ho- pocket Had she testified, she 
would have been released. 

Only . a criminal contempt 
charge coaid punish her for xe~ 

fosing to testify. Once the criminal 
contempt accusation -was filed, 
she became entitled to a trial by 


he ^ave “false, misleading and 
evasive answers" daring fee de- 
positkxi taken by Paula Jones’s 
Jwfee Susan Wcbtxx 
Wnght of Federal District Court 
withefects, but wrong oh 

*uw. ILMr. Qinton chooses to 
appeal ber ralmg, he should win. 

W hy? Civil contempt 'does not 
apply m this case. Since fee Jones 
lawsuit, which charged Mr. Clin- 
ton with sexual miarmratiir* hop 
been settled, fee president may be 
sanctioned only under fee roles 
feat govern criminal proceed- 
ings. ... 

. Ap d if he were charged wife 
■cnnrinal contempt, Mr. Clinton 
would presumptively be entitled 

— as was Susan McDougal in hear 
trial on obstruction of justice and 
’ criminal contempt — to a jury 

- trial and other protections, indud- 
■ ing fee requirement that his guilt 
'be proved beyond a reasonable 
doubt. These protections may not 
be evaded by classifying an after- 
the-fact punitive contempt find- 
ing as “tiviL” 

Federal law gives judges cir- 
. cumscribed powers to punish 
parties, witnesses or lawyers (far- 
ing a court case in order to main* 
the wheels of justice run 
smoothly. If a witness refuses to 
testify, the judge may threaten and 
then actually impri son hfm or her. 
That is “civil” contempt — tra- 
ditionally viewed as jailing in 
which, in the often-quoted words 
of a federal court almost a century 
'ago, fee prisoner “carries the keys 
of his prison in his own pocket” 
If he complies with the court’s 
.order and testifies, he is freed. 

*- Criminal contempt, however, 
looks to the past, not the future. It 
is punishment for what the wit- 
ness did or tidied to do. lodge 
"Wright said Monday feat she had 
to impose the contempt sanction 
because Mr. Clinton “deHber- 
‘ately violated this court’s discov- 
*e*y orders and thereby under- 
mined fee integrity of the judicial 
'system.** 

Punishment was needed, she 
"added, “not only to redress fee 
'president's misconduct, but to de- 
ter others who might themselves 
"consider emulating fee president 
of fee United States by engaging 
mmisconduct that undennmes fee 


an teed by fee criminal process. 

the independent counsel's of- 
fice could not simply invoke 
“civil contempt” and thereby 
punish her for what she had done 
m fee past — even' if fee pun- 
ishment’s purpose was, in Judge 
Wright’s w onls; “to redress... 
misconduct” and “to deter oth- 
ers” who might consider emu- 
lating her disobedience. 

In the Monica Lewinsky case. 
Judge Wright can no longer pun- 
ish Mr. Clinton. 

It is generally agreed feat a sat- 
cannot be prose- 
on criminal charges. Short 
of & plea bargain, fee only choice 
is to wait until 2001, when Mr. 
Stair may seek an indictment An 
unsatisfying resolution perhaps, 
but fee only legally sound one. 


The writer was the lawyer for 
Attorney General Edwin Meese 
3d in an independent counsel in- 
vestigation conducted in 1987 and 
1988. He contributed this com- 
ment to The New York Tones. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Serbs as Europeans 

At least fee current conflict 
over Kosovo has taught us a few 
valuable lessons on the Serbian 
people. 

First, everybody thought fee 
Serbs were a savage ignorant 
people whose hate of Western na- 
tions and values would equate, for 
instance, feat of the people of Iraq 
during fee Gulf War. 

Then what fed we see on our 
television screens? People who 
have a high degree of culture and 
who' naturally resent attacks on 
their homes and who care for their 
children. In a word, normal 
people. 

They are not the problem — 
feeir leader is. It is totally ab- 
normal that erne man could lead 
them to hate feeir friends and 
neighbors belonging to different 
ethnic groups ana support such an 
outrageous and inhuman opera- 
tion against Kosovar Albanian ci- 
vilians, who are, after all, fee sole 
legitimate owners of Kosovo. 

The Serbs are not fanatic Iraqis. 
They are Europeans with a Euro- 
pean state of mind and hopes for 
feeir future and feeir children’s. 

That is why they should take this 
opportunity to embrace the values 
or democracy and human rights 
which lie at fee heart of all Euro- 
institutions by turning feeir 
on fee man who has betrayed 
aod used them for personal -power 
purposes — Slobodan Milosevic, 
who belongs so much less in bis 


comfortable presidential palace in 
Belgrade than in the dock of the 


Hague tribunal 
Ever 


;ven though the present could 
not be more difficult for them, the 
Serbs ought to realize that Op- 
eration Allied Force is something 
that they, too, have a lot to gain 
from if they wish. 

BERNARD HENRY. 

Garches. France. 

About Mrs. Nabokov 

Regarding “ Behind the Mask 
of Mrs. Vladimir Naboko\ ,r ' 
(Books. April 8): 

I enjoyed reading the good re- 
view of Stacy SchifFs good book 
“V6ra (Mss . Vlafemir Nabokov).” 
1 am curious, however, as to where 
Vladimir Nabokov’s eye was 
“roving.” hi search of help be- 
cause be was about to be shot by his 
gun-toting wife? 

1 have it on pretty good au- 
thority that, while she had done 
some target shooting in her youth, 
V6ra Nabokov did not cany con- 
cealed weapons. Nor, as has been 
reported, was she fee seeing-eye 
dog for a blind Vladimir. And she 
seems to have carried fee secret of 
her 1934 pregnancy to her urn. 

There is no question that fee 
65-year- old, six-foot-five youth 
occasionally glimpsed on Swiss 
streets is none other than the Rus- 
sian hockey forward Dmitri 
Nabokov, recently traded by the 
Chicago Hawks to their Montreux 
farm team. But even he knows that 


“Lolita” was first published in 
the United States by Putnam in 
1958, not 1955. 

DMITRI NABOKOV. 

Momreux, Switzerland. 

Looser Baseball Pants 

In the comment on Joe DiMag- 
gio (The Allure of DiMaggio, 
March 10) be was described as 
follows: “As stylish off fee field 
as on, he was an icon of elegance 
and success.” This was well sup- 
ported by fee action photograph 
which accompanied fee an- 
nouncement of his death. 

I am British, so no baseball 
specialist, bm I am a keen ob- 
server of, and commentator on, 
style. The baseball uniforms of 
DiMaggjo’s heyday included 
stylish loose trousers — Chinese 
length — surely more elegant and 
comfortable than today’s tight-fit- 
ting hose, particularly if yon areas 
sturdy as the Mark McGwires of 
this world. 

To honor DiMaggio, maybe 
baseball fas hions could ch ange ? 

CHERRY BARNETT. 

Hong Kong. 


Letters intended far publica- 
tion should be addressed “ Letters 
to the Editor ■’* and contain the 
writer's signature, name and full 
address. Letters should be brief 
and are subject to editing. We 
cannot be responsible for the re- 
turn of unsolicited manuscripts. 


‘The Essence of Greekness,’ 
So Far Away From Home 


By Jeff Jacoby 


A THENS — 1821. Greeks are 
fighting fra- feeir indepen- 
dence. In Athens, they besiege fee 
Acropolis, a stronghold of the 
Turkish occupiers. As the siege 
grinds on, fee Turks’ ammunition 
runs short. 

They begin to dismantle sec- 
tions of fee Parthenon, prying out 
the 2300-year-old lead clamps 
and melting them down for bul- 
lets. The Greek fighters, horrified 

MEANWHILE 

at this defacement of feeir pat- 
rimony, send fee Turks a supply of 
bullets. Better to ana their foes, 
they decide, than to let fee ancient 
temple come to harm. 

It is an extraordinary and un- 
exampled gesture of self-sacri- 
fice. 

But then, the Parthenon is a 
unique masterpiece of Western 
culture. Constructed in the 5th 
century B.C. as a shrine to Athena, 
goddess of war and patron of 
Athens, it is the acme of classical 
Greek architecture and sculpture, 
the greatest monument of the Age 
of Pericles. There is no more stor- 
ied building in Europe. No Greek 
could see it vandalized and fail to 
protest. 

And yet by 1821 just such a 

slander — feat fee r ansacking of 

fee Parthenon would leave Greeks 
unfazed — was already in cir- 
culation. 

Five years earlier and 3,200 ki- 
lometers (2,000 miles) away, a 
committee of the British Parlia- 
ment bad held bearings on the 
huge collection of sculptures and 
bas-reliefs feat Robert Bruce, fee 
seventh Earl of Elgin, bad re- 
moved from the Parthenon and 
shipped to England These Elgin 
Marbles, so called, were being 
offered for sale to fee British Mu- 
seum, and there were questions 
about how Lord Elgin — fee 
former British ambassador to fee 
Ottoman Empire — had acquired 
them. 

One committee member asked 
Lord Elgin’s deputy, Philip Hunt: 
“Was any opposition shown by 
any class of the natives?” 

“None,’ * Mr. Hunt replied, and 
for 1 80 years that lie has endured. 
In taking what be took, the ar- 
gument goes. Lord Elgin per- 
formed a great service — he saved 
the sculptures from indifferent 
Greeks and primitive Turks who 


did not appreciate them and would 
not have given them fee care they 
mired, . '■ 

lot no Greek or Turk — or 
Roman or Crusader, for feat mat 
ter — ever treated fee Parthenon 
as brutally as Lord Elgin and his 
mini ons did. 4 

The travel writer Edward 
Daniel Clarke happened to be on 
fee Acropolis one day in Septem- 
ber 1802, when Lord Elgin’s men 
detached a large sculpted slab 
(called a metope) from the 
temple’s outer frieze. 

He wrote: “One of fee wodd- 
men came to inform Don Bat- 
tista” — Giovanni Battista 
Lusieri, the painter Lord Elgin 
had lured to oversee the pinn*- 
dering of the sculptures — “that 
they were then going to lower one 
of fee metopes. We saw this fine 
piece of sculpture raised from its 
station between fee triglypha; 
but... a part of the adjoining ma- 
sonry was loosened by the ma- 
chinery; and down came the fine 
masses of PenteHc marble, scat- 
tering feeir white fragments with 
thundering noise among the ra- 
ins." i 

The Turkish military governor, 
Mr. Clarke noted, “beheld the 
mischief done to the building, 
took his pipe from his mouth, 
dropped a tear, and in a supplio- 
ating tone of voice said to Mr. 
Lusieri, ‘Telos.’ (It is finished.)? 

Lord Elgin’s booty remains in 
fee British Museum; for nearly 
two centuries, conscientious Bri- 
tons have lamented his theft 
In April 1996, a TV poll asked 
Britons whether the Elgin 
Marbles should be returned. Of 
99340 people who tookpart in fee 
poll, 92-5 percent voted m favor of 
the proposal. Last fall, another 
poll round that Britons s u pported 
fee return of the marbles by great- 
er than a 2-to-l ratio. 

It is time to set right an old 
wrong and return these works tp 
feeir birthplace. “Understand 
what fee Parthenon Marbles mean 
to ns," Melina Mercouri, the late 
renowned actress and Greek min- 
ister of culture, pleaded in 1986. 
“They are our pride. They are oar 
sacrifice. They are our noblest 
symbol of excellence. They are a 
tribute to the democratic philo- 
sophy. 

“They are the essence of 
Greekness.” 

The Boston Globe. 
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TAKING LIVES 

By Michael Pye. 295 pages. . ' 

$23. Alfred A. Knopf. • • 

Reviewed by Michiko . K a frwtani 

I N the 1975 Antonioni film “The Pas- 
senger,'* a disaffected journalist ex- 
changes identities wife a man be finds 
dead in a hotel room, and soon finds 
himself pursued by the man’s wife, 
friends and enemies. A similar premise 
underlies Michael Fye’s en g a ging new 
novel, “Taking lives,” a philosophical 
thriller abouta serial IriHex who takes on 
his victims’ identities. - 

As in Pye’s accomplished 1996 nov- 
el, “The D rownin g Room," we are in- 
troduced to a cnridusly amoral and op- 
portunistic protagonist whose identity is 
constructed around a secret And as in 
tha t earlier novel, we are plunged into a 
sinister world whose glittering surface, 
detailed by Pye in spare but painterly 
belies its shadowy mechanics. 
The lulling spree at the heart of this 
novel starts randomly enough. Young 
Martin Arkenhout, a Dnlch foreign ex- 
change student, is bumming around 
Florida with an American teenager 

named Seth Goodman- When feeir renr 

ted car breaks down Seth tries to flag 
down help, but he is struck by apassing 

car and left a Woody pulp by fee side of 

the road. Martin checks to see if Sefa is 
still breathing and then unaccountably 
takes a rock and strikes him in fee head 
to finish him off. He switches w atches 
with Seth, a pprop riates his credit cards 

and papers and takes off. The police will 

mistak enly identify fee dead body as 
that of Martin Aricenhoot 
- Martin, meanwhile, has settled down 
to college life as Seth Goodman in New 
York City, where be becomes a habitue 
of fee downtown art scene. There be 


Gaul who cells him feat he has just 
-inherited a big, pink house m fee Ba- 


hamas. Seth (that is, Martin) files tins 
information away, and when Seth's par- 
ents insist unseeing him, he decides it’s 
time to move on: He will dispose of John 
Gaul and appropriate his lire. GauL he 
figures, is a misfit, an outsider, a man 
without roots or family or friends: He 
will not be missed. - 

“Arkenhout thinks be can kill, prob- 
ably,” Pye writes. “The boundaries 
weakened when he took a rock to Seth 
Goodman's bead. Besides, it will be 
Seth Goodman's crime, and he will not 
be Seth Goodman anymore." 

Seth/Martin coolly murders Gaul, 
moves into his house in the Bahamas and 
lives off his copious credit. In time, as he 
grows resdess, eager to reinvent himself, 
he wiD murder others — always men be 
canreasonabfyimpersonate, always men 
wife “a lade of mooring to fee azttioazy, 
crushing rhythms of practical life." 

“Martin had always been the win- 
ner,” Pye writes, “tire man who knew 
•how to movent himself perpetually. 
Faust with no need for some cramping 
contract with any passing devil. He did 
what other men just dream of doing, 
which is to change all fee incidentals 
and take wife him, life after life, only 
what’s essential.” 

And then he makes a mistake. On the 
mn from police (who are curious about an 
expired visa), Martin is farced to pick a 
new mark quickly. He selects a professor 
named Christopher Hart, an art historian 

who is about to head off to Portugal on 
sabbatical. This Hart, however, has his 
own secret past: He has stolen 15 it- 
- taminated pteies from a rare 17th-century 
book belonging to a London museum, 
and the museum has appointed one of its 
cutattir s , . John Michael Snell Costa, to 
track them down. The two men are soon 
engaged in a dangerous game of cat and 
mouse, a game in which none of fee usual 
roles of fair play apply. 

It is Costa who narrates the remainder 
of “Taking Lives,” piecing together the 


story of Martin Arkenhout from his own 
encounters wife fee man. from police 
reports and from the testimony of others 
.who have crossed his path. Costa, it 
quickly becomes clear, has his own 
identity problems and his own reasons 
for wanting to run away from his life — 
developments that not only help Pye to 
advance his stoxy line, but also help him 
to underscore fee dialectic in this novel 
between roots and rootlessness, home 
and abroad, stasis and flux. 

Certainly there are far too many co- 
incidences between Costa’s stoiy and 
Arkenhout’ s story for the reader to con- 
tinue to suspend disbelief: Not only do 
both men end up within miles of each 
other in fee Portuguese countryside, but 
both also turn out to be involved wife fee 
same woman. Both men also spark fee 
interest of a local police captain who 
seems to have bad a mysterious re- 
lationship wife Costa’s father. 

What enables the reader to overlook 
these jury-rigged developments — and 
even the novel’s contrived ending — is 
Pye’s ability to combine psychological 
insight with Hitchcockian suspense and 
vivid novelistic descriptions. Pye con- 
jures up Nassau for fee reader as a col- 
lection of houses in “fee colors of 
coconut ice and sherbets,” and a seedy 
Vietnamese restaurant in SoHo as “an 
Edward Hopper cafe except for the paper 
lanterns, aim the green lights in the fish 
tanks m fee window.’ 'The sky glimpsed 
from, an aizplane strikes Costa as “a 
baroque, sentimental sky that ought to 
have fat, pink • cherubs loOipoppiog 
about,” while tourists in a Portuguese 
village look as if they were “trying to 
make their green guides fit fee sights.” 

Such oddly palpable details anchor 
fee more unbelievable aspects of fee 
story line in a tactile foreground, and 
combined wife Pye’s storytelling verve, 
they make for an entertaining, if not 
entirely satisfying, read. 

New York. Tunes Service 
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By Bruno Giussani 

New York Times Service 


L ONDON — With the lid closed, the 
Ericsson R380, due to be released early 
next year, has the look and size of a 
standard mobile phone. But the keypad can be 
flipped to reveal a large display giving access 
to e- mail , organizer and World Wide Web 
functions. 

So-called "Web phones" like this one 
have been around for a couple of years — 
remember the Nokia Communicaior that was 
Val Kilmer's lifeline in "The Saint"? — but 
have never had broad appeal. Older models 
were too expensive, complicated and bulky. 
But the new models from companies like 
Nokia Carp, of Finland and LM Ericsson AB 
of Sweden are smaller and faster. 

Just as a desktop computer needs an op- 
erating system like Windows to function, a 
Web phone needs its own specialized op- 
erating system. Symbian Ltd., a London- 
based software company, aims to dominate 
this market, and it has several giants of the 
phone and electronics industries on its side. 

“In 2005, one-sixth of the world’s pop- 
ulation will have a mobile phone, and many of 
these will be data-enabled," said Colly My- 
ers, Symbian's chief executive. “This will 
define a whole new networked economy, 
where the wireless info rmati on device is the 
consumer’s ‘physical portal' to a world of 
information and services.’* 

The industry believes that these phones will 
be the first of a range of new mobile devices 
that in a few years time, with the help of new 
technologies, will make many innovative 
wireless services possible — including what 
might be called “mobile commerce.’’ 

Rangin g from handheld computers to 


“smart phones" of all shapes and sizes, die 
new devices will provide access to stock 
quotes, news headlines, weather reports, 
sports scores, bank accounts, music, pictures, 
e-mail — and of course the phone network. 


first developed by Psion for its successful line 
of tiny computers — and not on Microsoft’s 
Windows CE operating system. 

Both Nokia and Ericsson had been in talks 
with Microsoft, but then they took an offer 


Symbian was founded last summer to ere- made by David Potter, the chairman of Psion 
ate a common software platform for wireless — arguably because Psion’s software is better 
" * ■' for die mobile device environment, but 


information devices. In a mono to employees suit 

last autumn, Bill 

Gates. Microsoft 
Corp.’s chairman, 
singled oat Symbian, 
a 10-month-old com- 
pany with just 260 
employees, as one of 
the greatest compet- 
itive threats to his cor- 
porate empire. 

What worries 


Bill Gates lias singled out 
Symbian Ltd. as one of the 
greatest competitive threats 
to his corporate empire. 


Mr. Gates is Symbian’s 
powerful parents: the phone manufacturers 
Nokia, Ericsson and Motorola Inc. and die 


British 

PLC. 


handheld-computer maker Psion 


T HE THREE phone makers together 
control more than two- thirds of today’s 
global cell phone market Other man- 
ufacturers like Philips Electronics NV of the 
Nether land s, and network operators like Ja- 
pan’s NTT Mobile Communications Network 
Inc., or DoCoMo, have already signed op to 
use Symbian’s software. Following a recently 
announced alliance with Sun Microsystems 
Inc., Symbian's product will also support the 
Java programming language. 

“Our goal is to become the standard for 
wireless information devices,” Mr. Myers 
said. 

If be succeeds, a large portion of these 
devices will run on Symbian software — 
which is based on die Epoc operating system 


also to avoid letting 
Microsoft get a 
stranglehold on the 
wireless data industry 
in die way it has a grip 
on PC manufacturers. 
Motorola joined the 
venture four months 
later. 

Of course, Mr. 
Gates and other competitors have not been 
sitting by w atching . “There are at least three 
alliances today that are trying to line up part- 
ners and capture a piece of the business.” said 
Justine Heys, an analyst with Yankee Group 
Europe in London. 

Microsoft bas struck deals with British 
Telecommunications PLC and the wireless 
technology company Qualcomm Inc., while 
3Com Corp., the maker of the wildly suc- 
cessful Palm Pilot handheld computer, has 
teamed up with Alcatel S A of France. 

“Symbian bas clearly the strongest alliance 
to address this market," Mr. Heys said. 
“Epoc is very robust, uses little memory 
space, and its battery consumption is limited. 
It was designed for small devices, and Win- 
dows was not." 

Some critics argue that Windows CE, a tiny 
version of the standard Windows operating 
system, is too slow to handle functions in 
which voices are processed in digital form, a 
claim the company rejects. 


Amid all this competitive agitation, Juha 
Christensen, Symbian's executive vice pres- 
ident, remains calm. *' ‘The market doesn’t exist 
yer" for wireless data services, he said, because 
only a small percentage of cell phone owners 

have signed up for them. But Mr, Christensen is 

certain that the demand will build. _ 

‘ 'We’re betting on a self-fulfilling proph- 
ecy: that if everyone in the value chain be- 
lieves it will happen, well, it will happen, 
said. 


he 


A NALYSTS SAY that Symbian, which 
has been concentrating on . working 
with the manufacturers of the mobile 
devices, needs to start doing more work with 
network operators and content providers, 
which are reluctant to provide information 
services for the devices until there is a sizable 
audience of potential users. 

So far the use of mobile data bas been slow 
to take off, mainly because available data 
speeds have been low. A speed of 9.600 bits 
per second, or one-fourth of the average fixed- 
line modem speed, is the current maximum 
transfer speed with the widely used GSM 
system. Mr. Myers said that new technology 
will help, dramatically increasing the avail- 
able bandwidth, “but don't underestimate 
what you can do with 9,600 bits per second," 
he said. 

“When people think bandwidth, they auto- 
matically mink of the PC screen, which is a 
mistake," he said. “Phones work differently, 
and today's speed already gives users great 
capability for the applications they use most: 
e-mail, Internet and database access, and 
faxes." 

“No doubt," he said, "that there is tre- 
mendous value now to get out of data-enabled 
cellphones." 


Mouse in Hand, Millions Name Their Price 


By Amy Hannon 
ann Leslie Kaufman 

New York Times Service 

N EW YORK — There was no 
question that Bill Rue 
wanted the toy car, a child- 
hood object that set off memories of 
1 969, when the Mets won the World 
Series and his parents bought their 
first color television. But it wasn't 
until be found himself bidding 
against an anonymous foe in an In- 
ternet auction one evening that he 
knew be must have it. 

Mr. Rue, a real estate agent in New 
York, has no regrets about paying 
S 10 1 for a used toy that opened at $9. 
And he is hardly alone in his embrace 
of the on-line auction. It is a phe- 
nomenon that in a matter of months 
has captivated bargain hunters and 
spawned a market for nostalgia. Mil- 
lions of Web surfers are sweating 
silently at their computers, bidding 
electronically on things they have 
never seen, tendered by people they 
have never met. 

While retailers continue to spend 
furiously to draw more customers 
on line, the Internet is teeming with 
buyers and sellers making their own 
markets. Items range from a 50- 
gallon fish tank (four goldfish in- 
cluded) to painted plaster hula girls 
to die 1987 Mercedes 300 turbo 
diesel that Bill Steinhour of northern 
Virginia landed with a $5,800 bid. 

Economists say the blossoming 
of on-line bidding is no surprise. 
Auctions are theoretically a very 
efficient form of commerce, the per- 
fect nexus of die supply-and-de- 
mand curves. But they have tra- 
ditionally been expensive to hold 
and limited in reach. The Internet 
solves both of those problems. Bid- 
ders are also relieved of the social 


awkwardness and time-consuming 
nature of haggling face to face. 

“You get the fun of outbidding 
someone; yon get something glo- 
rious in the mail." said Robert Pela, 
37. a writer in Phoenix. Arizona, 
who has acquired several Partridge 
Family albums via on-line auction 
in recent weeks. “It’s become my 
favorite form of procrastination." 

If buyers become hooked on cy- 
berspace bargaining, the implica- 
tions for the retail economy could be 
as wide reaching as the introduction 
of fixed pricing enabled by stand-' 
ardized production a century ago. 

While on-line auction sales were 
a relatively small $1.4 billion last 
year, some analysts see a future 
where everything is a negotiation, 
from heating oil to the chopped meat 
at the Internet grocery store. 

“There is a building mind -set of. 
‘Hey, I can bid for things.’ " said 
Kate Delhagen, a senior analyst at 
Forrester Research. “All this bas the 
net effect that people start thinking 
that they can name their price." 

In a report released last week, For- 
rester predicted that business-to-con- 
sumer interactions would account for 
66 percent of a $19 billion on-line 
auction market by 2003. Already, 
several sites such as Onsale.com and 
firstauctionMMi have created a hy- 
brid form of auction retailer. They 
buy excess merchandise cheaply, 
particularly computer equipment, 
and resell it to toe highest bidder. 
Tickets for air travel are also widely 
up for bid through auction-tike 
vendors such as Priceline.com Inc. 

But for now, most Web trans- 
actions are person-to-person through 
third-party auction houses. And the 
Web's central bazaar is a site main- 
tained by eBay Inc., a San Jose, 
California, venture started in 1995, 
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Bill Steinhour landed his 1987 Mercedes 300 with a $5,800 bid. 



whose audience has recently surged 
to 6.5 milli on visitors a month. . 

T HE COMPANY keeps no in- 
ventory and takes no respon- 
sibility for authenticity of toe 
wares being showcased on its 
screens. It does take a variable per- 
centage of each final bid, making it 
one of toe few Internet ventures to 
be profitable. 

The hands-off formula of eBay 
has raised concerns about fraud. 

There have been numerous in- 
stances where genuinely naive sellers 
have misrepresented their wares. In- 
stances of outright theft, where buy- 
ers said off their checks and never 
receive their booty, although far 


rarer, have also occurred. While 
eBay insists that 99.9 percent of the 
transactions on its site go off without 
a complaint, toe U-S. government is 
investigating individual allegations 
of fraud. And eBay readied a set- 
tlement last month with the New 
York City Department of Consumer 
Affairs in which it agreed to take 
steps to weed out fraudulent sellers. 

Still, consumers are voting with 
their modems, and competitors are 
trying to cut in. Last month, the on- 
line bookseller Amazon.com Inc. 
opened its own auction house. Sothe- 
by’s and Christie 'shave said they will 
soon deign to peddle by modem. And 
niche sites such as gunbroker.com, 
planet bike and mobuia.com , for car 


buffs, are proliferating. A consid- 
erable part ,of toe on-line auction 
crowd is made up of longtime col- 
lectors who buy and sell off-line as 
well But the Web also seems to be 
igniting the collecting impulse. 

For example, Stephanie' Can- 
node, 23, a nurse in Kenton, Ohio, 
recently began collecting My Little 
Ponies, which she remembers 
fondly from her childhood. After 
showing off her on-line finds, she 
must now contend for computer 
time with hex father, who scours toe 
auction boards for Zippo lighters; 
her mother, whose passion is Beanie 
Babies, and her brother, who re- 
cently went to a Nascar race with 
tickets he bought on eBay.com. 


BRIEFLY 


SURF WHILE YOU 
WORK OUT: It is no secret 
that Americans have short at- 
tention spans when it comes 
to exercise. Go to any gym, 
and people will be reading 
magazines and listening to 
music to keep themselves en- 
tertained on cardio machines. 

Now health clubs are in- 
stalling consoles on step ma- 
chines and stationary bikes to 
allow users to surf toe In- 
ternet, watch cable television, 
listen to CDs and call up past 
workout records. 

Netpulse Communications 
Inc. of San Francisco started 
manufacturing the consoles 
in 1995, and they are avail- 


able at about 300 fitness cen- 
ters in toe United States. 

The Can Do Club in 
Wayne, New Jersey, is of- 
fering Netpalse on its exer- 
cise equipment “Working 
out is drudgery for a lot of 
people," saul Steve Polevoy, 
chairman and chief executive 
of Can Do. “We want the 
exercise experience to be as 
pleasant as possible." (NYT) 

PHONE WOES IN 
THAILAND: How hard 
could it be to bay a new cell 
phone? If yon are a consumer 
in Thailand, it is no picnic. 

In most countries, con- 
sumers simply pop their old 


phone card into a new handset 
after paying a modest con- 
nection fee. 

In Thailand, however, 
where toe GSM market is con- 
trolled by two operators, over- 
seen by state monopolies and 
regulated by antiquated laws, 
a phone replacement errand 
turns into a time-consuming 
and costly expedition, hi ad- 
dition to charging two to four 
times toe handset price in 
Hong Kong, Singapore or 
Malaysia, few shops will even 
sell handsets without issuing a 
new telephone number. 

Those few outlets selling 
handsets separately tend to 
offer a meager selection of 
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Technology stock indexes around the world: 

North America Tuesday dote 

Pacific Exchange Tech 509.03 


Pet. change 
previous week 


S&P Tech Composite 


Pet. change, 
year to date 

J +13.32 


1,335.11 


Europe 

Morgan Stanley Eurotec 
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Asia 

Topix Electric 1,952.80 

Source: Morgan Stanley. Bkiombarg Nmrs ■ 
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models or just one brand. 

Buying a cheaper handset 
overseas is illegal and elec- 
tronically blocked by the op- 
erators. Each handset must re- 
ceive government approval, 
and purchasers of new hand- 
sets most surrender their old 
phone, fill in lengthy forms 
and show extensive identific- 
ation papers. 

This helps to explain why 
the illegalphone stalls in Mah 
Boon Khrong mail in 
Bangkok do such snappy 
business. Buying one of their 
reprogrammed handsets for 
one-third toe official price 
may be tempting, but the 
longest guarantee offered to 
ooe recent window shopper 
was just seven days. (1HT) 

U .S. AND EUROPE 
SPLIT ON DATA PRI- 
VACY; President Bill Clin- 
ton’s top trade adviser and the 
European Union were back at 
toe table last week trying to 
hammer out their differences 
on data privacy protection. 
Although progress was made, 
officials say, they remain 
deadlocked on issues of en- 
forcement and whether con- 
sumers should have access to 
data that has been collected 
about them. 

The U.S. government has 
been trying to convince toe 
European Union for more 
than a year that its proposed 
framework for self-regulation 
and seif-enforcement of data 
privacy practices are effec- 
tive enough lo meet a strin- 
gent new European Union 
privacy law. (NYT) 

RACE TO BEAT 
ON-LINE MUSIC PIR- 
ATES: The race to set on-line 



Dr* FWTbe New YodcToaoi 

At the Can Do health club in Wayne, New Jersey, 
members can surf the Internet while they exercise. 


music standards is getting 
crowded. Microsoft Corp. has 
unveiled a system for playing 
and distributing songs over 
the Internet, while Interna- 
tional Business Machines 
Corp. said it would incorpor- 
ate technology from RealNet- 
works Inc. into a music dis- 
tribution system. 

The companies are com- 
peting with AT&T Corp-, Li- 
quid Audio Inc. and others to 
offer an alternative to a pop- 
ular technology called MF3, 
which makes it easy to dis- 
tribute compact disc-quality 
music over toe Internet with- 
out 


companies are vying 
for recording-industry ap- 
proval. The Recording In- 
dustry Association of Amer- 
ica organized a group to cre- 
ate standards by June for 
marking digital music so that 
it cannot be duplicated by 
bootleggers. (Bloomberg) 


RUSSIA AND JAPAN IN 
TECHNOLOGY PACT: 
The Russian Academy of Sci- 
ences inaugurated a joint 
high-technology venture with 
Japan this week. 

The High Technology 
Center, to be based in Mos- 
cow, is intended to combine 
Russian and Japanese engi- 
neering know-how to pro- 
duce high-tech goods. (AFP) 

SENDING SPEECH: In- 
ternational Business Machines 
Corp. and Intel Corp. are join- 
ing dictation-machine makers 
to develop standards to 
broaden the use of speech on 
hand-held computing devices. 

The coalition will decide 
how to digitally, compress 
voice and transmit that infor- 
mation from coe devbe to an- 
other, IBM said, allowing dic- 
tation-machine users to record 
a memo to be sent as electronic 

“StL (Bloomberg) 
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Europe Is Getting 
With the Program 

High-Tech Sayvy Is on the Rise 


By Victoria Shannon 

International Herald Triimne 


P ARIS — Is Europe about to close toe gap with the 
United States in information technology? Measured 
by computer use in company offices and govern- 
ment agencies, Internet connections in homes, and elec- 
tronic commerce among and between them all, Europe has 
long lugge d toe info-tech boom across the Atlantic. 

Reasons abound to argue that toe gap will remain — -the 
disparity has been wide, after ail — but just lately J ’ve felt 
a shift in toe wind that portends a big change ahead. 

The evidence is largely anecdotal and can easily be 
countered with any of the usual citations of Europe playing 
catch-up: a shortage of tech-sawy workers, toe high 
expense of being on-line, a dearth of venture capital and a 
■ basic “bad attitude" about taking risks, for example. 
And yet . .. something is afoot 
The phrase “a year ago" has become key. People are 
using feat time fawng to illustrate their perception of the 
change. 

A year ago, cable modems were nonexistent in France; 
now, you can get broadband Internet access in Paris. A 
year ago, a journalist reported at a recent technology 
roundtable sponsored by Microsoft Corp., few of her 
European friends had an e-mail address. Now, many do. 

A year ago, on-line hanking was a distant reality and 
state-owned phone cxuhpgtiie^ toad just .opened up to 
competition. Now, some European banks are offering 
free Internet access mretjjcp for on-line business, and 
phone subscribers in Germany'and elsewhere can pick 
and choose their carriers. 

International Data Corp., the technology research com- 

& even headlined one study in February with the 
[ess exclamation that, “The Internet Fully- Arrives 
in Western Europe.” 

Well, not so fast As in the early Web years in the 
United States, Internet users in Europe today are in a 
narrow demographic, IDC says: mostly male, well-edu- 
cated, high-income, accessing toe Net from home. That’s 
not quite a “full" arrival. 

TILL, PERSONAL computer sales in Western 
Europe rose more than 21 percent in 1998 from 
1997, and by year’s end toe region had become the 
fastest-growing worldwide — a rate, however, that is not 
exoected to be matched this year. 

r be that a “leapfrog" effect has finally taken 

raw hue t wn -w slila »n Knrm„ n ■ « . 1 


inruw compelling concepts ana avoid costly mistal 
Voila! European businesses and consumers can n 
torn to information technology that wfl] actually h 
them. 

When asked to rate Europe’s ability to further close 
information technology divide with the United States 
2005, with 1 being least likely and 10 most likely, 
president of Microsoft Europe gave it a 6.5 at the for 
last week. 

“I believe that we have no other choice than makin 
happen,” said Michel Lacombe, who heads the Pa 
based Europe, Middle East and Africa division of 
world s biggest software company. “It’s a must.’’ 
He added: “I think that we will see new approac 
"“““g t ?L n ? arket wili make it easy for small ; 
medium businesses to embrace technology. I think i 
toepnees wifi continue to go down, therefore driv 
better penetration of those technologies." 

Others echoed his sentiment 

S2 nple ago, I was hearing much m 

worse doom md gloom, and the gap was much, nn 

Sor“d S ^ aBritidl technol °® « 

S Sff 11 rt yet * « least now they’re starting to i 
guttty about not knowing about it” K 

araon 8 technologists goes 

taS? ^ “Ptfsht FOB 

80 S?P k here, no doubt about it. But IDT* a 

says toatwhUe on-line business in Western Eurobetrai 
toe United States $6 billion to $31 biStmin 

Mm m Western Europe and $291 MionbLuS 
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getting awfully close. “ *”*«*.” but it’s 
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Timor Leader 
Accuses Army 
Of Torpedoing 
Peace Efforts 


The Associated Press 

JAKARTA — The imprisoned East 
Timorese rebel leader Xanana Gusman 
urged his followers again Wednesday to 
defend themselves against attacks by 
pro-Indonesian mili tiamen and accused 
the Indonesian military of trying to sab- 
otage peace efforts. 

In a statement, Mr. Gusmao ignored 
calls by the Indonesian government to 
retract his recent call for an insurrection 
in the former Portuguese colony. 

The government has said that Mr. 
Gusmao, who is under house arrest in 
Jakarta to allow him greater involve- 
ment in peace talks, might be returned to 
prison because of the remarks. 

Mr. Gusmao had urged separatist 
guerrillas to step up attacks because of 
escalating violence between supporters 
and opponents of independence in East 
Timor. Last week, pro-Indonesian mi- 
litiamen killed villagers at a church com- 
pound in the town of Liquica. 

Religious leaders said at least 25 
people died in one of the worst attacks in 
East Timor in years. 

**I am obliged to continue to ask that 
the defenseless people of East Timor 
refuse to allow themselves to be slaugh- 
tered like animals . *' Mr. Gusmao said. 

He said the Liquica massacre was 
carried out to disrupt UN-sponsored 
talks between Indonesia and Portugal, 
which the United Nations still considers 
East Timor's administering power. 

President B J. Habibie of Indonesia 
has said Jakarta will allow East Timor 
independence if its people reject an au- 
tonomy offer in a UN-supervised ballot 
in July, but there are concerns that unrest 
might delay the vote. 

In East Timor on Wednesday, a mob 


aratist activists and damaged houses, I 
police said. 

Colonel Muafi Sahudji, the deputy 
police chief in the territory, said about 
250 people took part in die attack in the 
town of Maliana, bat there were no im- 
mediate reports of casualties. 

Mr. Gusmao said the Indonesian mil- 
itary, which has provided training to 
some militias , was behind much of the 
recent violence. 

“I know feat it will keep on sap- 
porting fee militias as part of fee in- 
humane plan devised by the Indonesian 
generals to destroy fee East Timorese 
people,” he said. 

Military commanders have denied ac- 
cusations of involvement in fee unrest 
and have said feat pro-independence ac- 
tivists have initiated many attacks. 

■ Habibie Reaffirms June Voting 

President B J. Habibie of Indonesia 
said Wednesday feat parliamentary elec- 
tions will go ahead as scheduled on June 
7 despite doubts about fee nation's pre- 
paredness. The Associated Press retri- 
ed. 

Mr. Habibie, who took office after 
President Suharto quit amid riots and 
protests last year, said he was also will- 
ing to leave office if fee Indonesian 
people wanted him to do so, but only 
through constitutional means. 

In an interview published Wednesday 
by fee Japanese newspaper Yomiuri 
Sbirobun, Mr. Suharto suggested that fee 
ballot might have to be postponed. 

Hundreds of students protested near 
the Parliament building Tuesday, de- 
manding that fee election be called off. 
Unhappy wife fee scope and pace of 
democratic reform, they called on Mr. 
Habibie to quit and for a transitional 
government to enact sweeping political 
changes. 

Speaking to Southeast Asian news- 
paper editors, Mr. Habibie said he ex- 
pected fee election to be fair and demo- 
cratic. 

He said that international electoral 
monitors had been invited to Indonesia 
and that their safety would be guar- 
anteed. 

Mr. Habibie did not directly address 
Mr. Suharto's comments, bat said, “Do 
you want a fair election or an election 
full of manipulation?” 

"I don't want any injustice,’ ’ he said, 
"because we are being watched by fee 
world.” 
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NEW DELHI — i negoverux^a“ iwt weak coalition government 

its majority in Parliament on Wednes- ^ strengthened by bav- 

day, leaving the country facing a p enod^arai ^ most troublesome ally. 

of poUtical uncertainty just a^dmand^^cart ^ ^ better able to 

its neighboring rival Pakistan have «n-- T® —ggg^gr policy decisions and 

dncted tit-for-tat nuclw imssik^b- nab ‘ ^proach to en- 
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The governing party, c^ine p a ki^diplo^^y^fi ov - 

diaie vote of confidence in Parliament on gagu® theCongress Party, in 

Thursday, scrambled late into fee night eminent 1 j _ — — 
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contrast, might be more eager to prove 

^SotmoScs bitterly accused Mr. Vaj- 
payee of restarting the region s unclear 
Sis race in a desperate move to gam 

domc^cs^v^^e^ 
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Malaysian riot police battling protesters in Kuala Lumpur after the Anwar verdict was announced Wednesday. 

ANWAR: After Sentencing, Riots Break Out in Kuala Lumpur 


Continued from Page 1 

The judgment against Mr. Anwar pro- 
voked anger overseas as well, where fee 
trial has become a referendum on political 
freedom in Malaysia. Amnesty Interna- 
tional condemned the verdict as a pretext 
to remove Mr. Anwar from public life, 
while some foreign leaders — notably 
President Joseph Estrada of fee Philip- 
pines — expressed concern about fee 
Malaysian judicial system. (Page 10) 

Mr. Anwar himself reacted calmly to 
fee verdict, gesturing to his lawyers and 
tearful family members not to lose tbeir 
composure. But he repeated his assertion 
that he was fee target of a political con- 
spiracy engineered by hjs former ment- 
or, Mr. Mahathir. 

“I've been sentenced with a judgment 
that stinks to high heaven,” Mr. Anwar 
said from his dock in the spare 
courtroom here. 

His troubles began in 1997 when 
anonymous allegations about illicit 
sexual and homosexual activities began 
circulating in fee Malaysian press. At 
first, Mr. Mahathir dismissed the reports 
and told Mr. Anwar to ignore them. But 
later, fee Malaysian police began to in- 
vestigate the reports. 

While Mr. Anwar's reputation was 
under fire, be also began clashing with 
Mr. Mahathir about how to respond to 
fee Asian financial crisis. Mr. Anwar, 
who was also finance minister, favored 
keeping fee markets open and hewing to 
fee International Monetary Fund's rem- 
edy for curing Malaysia’s economy. 

Mr. Mahathir, notorious for blaming 
the financier George Soros and other 
foreign currency traders for Asia's eco- 
nomic woes, wanted to shield his coun- 


try by erecting barriers to foreign in- 
vestment and currency exchange. 

Last SepL 1, fee prime minister im- 
posed sweeping controls on Malaysia's 
markets and, fee next day, he dismissed 
Mr. Anwar. Three weeks later, after he 
led a rally of 40,000 a gains t fee gov- 
ernment, Mr. Anwar was arrested on 
charges of having had homosexual af- 
fairs and trying to quash a police in- 
vestigation of them. 

On SepL 29, Mr. Anwar appeared at 
his arraignm ent with a black eye and 
bruised face, prompting foreign as well 
as domestic criticism. In a speech in 
Kuala Lumpur in November, the U.S. 
vice president, AI Gore, publicly re- 
buked Malaysia for suppressing political 
freedoms. 

A former police chief has admitted 
feat he beat Mr. Anwar after his arrest 

The trial itself was marked 
ture of lurid evidence and 
versals. Early in fee proceedings, pros- 
ecutors paraded a mattress said to 
contain semen s tains from Mr. Anwar 
through fee court But later, after several 
of fee men who had accused Mr. Anwar 
of sodomizing them recanted their con- 
fessions, Judge Paul amended the 
charges so that the government had to 
prove only feat Mr. Anwar had hinde red 
a police investigation. 

He acknowledged that while he was 
deputy prime minis ter he called police 
officers to his residence to express con- 
cern about the charges made against 
him. But he denied that he forced anyone 
to recant 

The political movement that Mr. An- 
war was building before his arrest has 
lost much of its momentum during the 
trial. And wife its leader barred from 


amix- 
udicial re- 


Parliament until 2010 — a person given 
a jail sentence of more than a year is 
ineligible to run for five years after his 
release — it is unclear whether the 
movement wQl regain traction. 

Mr. Anwar's wife, Azizah Ismail, re- 
cently formed a political party to chal- 
lenge Mr. Mahathir's governing coali- 
tion. 

Speaking after the verdict Wednes- 
day, Mrs. Azizah said, “We still main- 
tain Anwar is innocent and is the victim 
of a political conspiracy.” Her voice 
crackmg briefly, she pledged to carry on 
her husband's Campaign- 

Opponents of fee government said the 
verdict would galvanize Malaysians, 
who followed the trial wife mounting, if 
rovaL The anti-government 


to secure enough votes to survive. 

At virtually the same moment Wed- 
nesday morning. Prime Minister Aral 
Bihari Vajpayee was informed both that 
Jayalalitha Jayaram, a mercurial coali- 
tion partner, had palled her 18 members 

of Parliament out of fee government .and ^^„T ist ; c euphoria, public 

Monday, and fee mime minister of _ Its * ^PrafiilRidwai an 

Pakistan, Nawaz Sharif, immediately writer “Peook 

warned feat his government would have ann-nuclcar ^ aboS^ 

a "befitting” response. Last May, fee do crazy 

two countries conducted a series of no- e^ficWy^Lated 

fee nuclear rivalry to a new level, and a 
series of competitions could break <wL 1 
don’t see how they can be so blast ” ^ 

Noting that both Indian an d Falo staru 
officials made belligerent, triumphalist 
s tatem ents after their respective tests 
this week, he added, “We’re : right .tack 
to the same rhetoric feat followed fee 
May tests. It completely destroys the 
iij w of being on the path to pc flc c. 

Mr. Bidwai also suggested that China, 
another adversary of India, which has 
signed numerous arms reduction treaties 
hithe last several years, could now be 
provoked into relaunching a separate 
nuclear arms race. 



nuclear arms race, but Mr. V _ 

Mr. Sharif have since met and agreed to 
work toward resolving their differences. 

Some diplomats and analysts said 
Wednesday that they believed that Mr. 
Vajpayee could eke out enough support 
from various small parties, including a 
local rival of Miss Jayaram, to remain in 
power. On Wednesday night. President 
KJL Narayanan, called for. a vote of 
confidence in fee Lower House, fee Lok 
Sabha, when it opens its session Thurs- 
day, and leaders of the governing Bbari- 
atiya Janata Party insisted that they 
would be able to prove their majority on 
the flora:. 

“We will accept this challenge,” a 
party spokesman, Vcnkaiah Naidu, told 
reporters late Wednesday, as Mr. Vaj- 
payee prepared for yet another round of 
meetings wife politicians from various 




are focusing cm unseating Mr. 
r’s party in parliamentary elec- 
tions. which must be held by June 2000. 

“There’s been a tremendous erosion 
of support in fee political community, 
and this decision will further erode feat 
support,” said Chandra Muzaffer, fee 
vice president of Mrs. Azizah’s National 
Justice Party. 

But other analysts said that Malay- 
sia’s faltering economy had fanned fee 
unhappiness of people toward the gov- 
ernment And with signs that Malaysia is 
recovering from its recession, it is doubt- 
ful that a large number — let alone a 
majority — of people here will continue 
to call for Mr. Mahathir's ouster. Hie has 
been prime minister for 18. years. 

Mr. Mahathir, 73, who is recovering 
from a lung infection, has not com- 
mented on fee verdict But his new 
deputy, Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, 
called on people to accept die judgment 
and not riot 


ALGERIA: 

meetings with politicians from various t\ it A_ u. I* D 

parties- ‘ ‘We will defeat fee game plan Q ±Ull Ullt Of MA.Q.CC 
of our rivals.” The spokesman called 




Keep Up Fight, Estrada Urges Anwar 


Cj*vik<lbyO>rSBtfFrvmDupurc*a 

KUALA LUMPUR — The president 
of fee Philippines joined human rights 
groups on Wednesday in denouncing fee 
conviction of Malaysia’s former deputy 
prime minister and his sentence of six 
years in prison. 

President Joseph Estrada called An- 
war Ibrahim’s conviction on four cor- 
ruption charges "very unfortunate" and 
said he hoped feat Mr. Anwar might be 
cleared on appeaL 

“My message is. keep on fighting.” 
Mr. Estrada said. “If he’s not really 
guilty, fee truth will come out in fee end. 
The truth will free him .” 

Mr. Estrada was the first Asian politi- 
cian to comment on the verdict and 
sentence, which were criticized by hu- 
man rights groups. 

Amnesty International, calling Mr. 
Anwar a prisoner of conscience, said the 
verdict reflected a ‘ ‘disturbing pattern of 
misuse of law and of state institutions by 
the Malaysian executive for political 
purposes.” 

“The prison gates may have been shut 
today on Anwar Ibrahim but the public 
debate about human rights and political 


BRIEFLY 


freedoms feat his case has generated in 
Malaysia cannot be so easily silenced,” 
Amnesty International said. 

Australia’s foreign minis ter, Alexan- 
der Downer, said feat he hoped that fee 
appeals process would reflect fee prin- 
ciples of natural justice, due process and 
the rule of law. 

A Thai government spokesman, Aka- 
poj Sorasuchart, said that there was no 
official comment but added, “If this 
court’s procedures are unjust, fee in- 
ternational community will cry out” 

Britain’s foreign secretary, Robin 
Cook, said in London feat aspects of the 
trial “give real cause fra: concern, in 
particular, the relationship between fee 
executive and fee judiciary in Malay- 
sia.” 

He said feat he was writing to Mr. 
Anwar's wife to express his sympathy. 

The Lawyers Committee for Human 
Rights, which like many similar groups 
watched Mr. Anwar's seven-month trial 
closely, said that it was not surprised by 
fee verdict 

“All indications are that the charges 
were brought as part of a politically 
motivated campaign against Mr. An- 


iy 


war,’ ’ fee Lawyers Committee said in a 
statement 

Mark Daly, a lawyer who attended 

S it of fee trial on behalf of Amnesty 
temational, said, “Anyone Harin g to 
dissent or express themselves contrary 
to fee government line is a target of the 
government apparatus.” 

Mr. Daly said feat he had been 
disturbed by reported comments 
President Mahathir bin Mohamad dur- 
ing the trial that the president believed 
his former protegd to he guilty. 

John Maloti, the U.S. ambassador to 
Malaysia until his retirement last year, 
also criticized the verdict * ‘The decision 
was made to get him, and he’s been got,” 
Mr. Malott said. “It’s outrageous.” 
Japan, meanwhile, said it had no plans 
to change its aid policy toward Malaysia 
following Mr. Anwar’s conviction. 

Japanese Foreign Ministry officials 
declined to comment on fee sentencing 
of Mr. Anwar. 

Last October, Japan announced a $30 
billion Asian aid package, of which 
Malaysia is a recipient, wife Indonesia, 
South Korea, the Philippines and Thai- 
land. 


Miss Jayaram’s withdrawal an “act of 
betrayal” and part of a “destabilizing 
conspiracy” fay the party’s major op- 
ponent the Congress (I) Party.' 

But opposition leaders, asserting feat 
the Vajpayee go v ernm ent had lost its 
credibility, demanded Wednesday that 
fee prime minis ter resign. The leader of 
the Congress Parly, Sonia Gandhi, was 
set to meet with Miss Jayaram, a South 
Indian party boss who swept into the 
capital Monday with an entourage of 
aiH«s in an open bid to form a new 
government wife Mr. Vajpayee’s rivals. 

“The government has no moral, con- 
stitutional and political right to continue 
in office,’' sakf Arjun Singh, a Congress 
spokesman. “We don't wantrfo leave the 
country at fee mercy of a co rrup t and ■ 
communal cabaL”. 

Miss Jayaram, emerging from her 
palatial suite at one of fee capital’s lead- 
ing hotels to announce her break wife the 
government, accused Mr. Vajpayee’s re- 
gime of being “a threat to national se- 
curity.” The political leader from Tamil 
Nadu state has demanded the removal of 
the defense minister, accusing him of 
corruption and aiding foreign terrorists. 

News of the Pakistani missile test was 
all but eclipsed here by fee frenzy of 
domestic political developments Wed- 
nesday. Neither fee government nor its 
opponents had anything to say on the 
issue, while leaders from all parties hud- 
dled in hotels and offices, making deals 
and counting votes. By afternoon, the 
government was said to be within three 
or four seats of collapsing or surviving. 

But diplomats and nuclear experts, 
while disagreeing on how dangerous fee 
new round of tests may prove for re- 
gional stability, all said feat fee timing of 
fee explosions was intertwined wife the 
current political crisis in India and feat 
fee outcome of the immine nt parlia- 
mentary showdown between Mr. Vaj- 
payee and his opponents could bear 
sharply on India’s approach to nuclear 
policy in the coming months. 

“The prime minister has said he 


Continued from Page 1 

President Zerooal's refusal to meet 
wife fee six Wednesday and consider 
their demand that he cancel a tainted 
process prompted their decision to boy- 
cott the elections. 

One of tiie six candidates, former 
Prime Minis ter Mok dad SifL said after 
the news conference, “tfrlemocnicy is 
not respected. I’ m not going to par- 
ticipatem Htteradec No candidate wants 
to be elected through fraud.” 

■ The other five candidates were former 
Prime Minister Mouloud Hamronche; 
two • moderate Islamist candidates. 
Ahmed Tabel Ibrahimi and . Abdellah 
former official Ybucef 
Mauri a veteran opposition figure, 
Hodne Ait Ahmed. Mr. Art Ahmed 
sufitered a heart attack last week and was 
unable to attend the meeting of the six 
candidates at his own party’s headquar- 
ters in a crumbling Algiers villa. 

Four of fee candidates had already 
accused the government of padding 
election rolls and printing extra ballots 
for Mr. Booteflika, a long-ago foreign 
minister of Algeria called out of re- 
tirement as the “consensus” candidate 
of the generals, politicians and business 
leaders who have ruled this nominally 
democratic North African country since 
its revolution for independence from 
France in 1962. 

On Wednesday, other charges were 
added concerning irregularities in early 
[oriesofAi- 
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army and 


balloting by selected 
gerian voters, including 
police. 

Reform- m i nd ed concessions by the 
government had guaranteed all fee can- 
didates the right to be represented in 
polling places, but those representatives 

reportedly were prevented from witness- 
ing the ha n d ling of ballot boxes in these 
selected special voting places. 

The withdrawal of fee six candidates 
poses significant problems for President 
Zeroual, who announced his early re- 
wants a credible minimum nuclear de- who^e 

terrent, and India is still defining wh£ te^hS^ ^ ^ Sh0tS 
thatmeans,” one U.S -diplomat said. “If a one-candid*^ 

to find ont If there is an interim 
eminent, not much will 






gov- 
happea for 


season. 
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Chinese Police Warn Protester 
Tiananmen Is StiU Off-Limits 

BEIJING — The only senior Communist Party official 
impri soned in fee crackdown on fee demonstrations around 
T iananm en Square said Wednesday that the Qtinese police 
had warned him against causing trouble during fee protest 
movement’s 10th anniversary. 

Four police officials visited Bao Tong on Friday and told 
him that a letter he wrote last month, which described the 
suppression as a mistake, bad endangered state security. He 
said they also told him, ‘ T should not let reporters interview 
me.” 

The warning is the latest act of intimidation fee gov- 
ernment has used to prevent public debate or commem- 
oration of fee demonstrations that began 10 years ago 
Thursday. (AP) 

South Korea Concludes Death 
Of Army Officer Was a Suicide 

SEOUL — A South Korean Army officer whose mys- 
terious death triggered charges of treason and military 
cover-up actually killed himself, fee Defense Minis try said 
in its final report Wednesday, 

First Lieutenant Kim Hoon, 26, was found shot in the 
head in February 1998 in a bunker at fee truce village of 
Panmunjom, inside fee demilitarized zone separating South 
Korea from communist North Korea. 

An initial probe concluded feat he shot himself wife a 
pistol But Lieutenant Kim's family, some local news media 


and a parliamentary committee said he migh t have bom killed 
by a subordinate trying to cover up illegal contacts with North 
Korean guards. The ministry reopened fee investigation in 
December with private forensic doctors and lawyers. (AP) 

Cambodia Has Quiet New Year 

PHNOM PENH — Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia 
on Wednesday hailed the country’s first peaceful new year 
in decades and said his government's greatest achievement 
was to eliminate the Khmer Rouge guerrilla group. 

“This is fee first time in Cambodian history that all of our 
land is under the control of fee one state.” Mr. Hun Sen said 
in a new year message broadcast on government television. 
He said his new coalition government will focus on de- 
velopment 

Wednesday was fee fust day of fee traditional Cam- 
bodian new year and fee beginning of a three-day national 
holiday. ( Reuters ) 

No Fault Found in Manila Fire 

MANILA — City officials and the owners of adisco that 
burned down three years ago, killing 162 people, have been 
acquitted on corruption charges, a court officer said Wed- 
nesday. 

The fire at fee Ozone Disco Pub in Quezon City, part of 
metropolitan Manila, was one of fee world’s worst such 
tragedies. Many of fee victims were students celebrating fee 
end of the school year. 

‘ ‘ unwa^mS^nefit’ ’ to the owners' of the disco. Judge 
Apolonio Bruselas Jr. of the regional court ruled. (AP) 
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1 They 00 into 
drives 
•Waste 
itRapscaBon 
i« Outdo 
is Station 
1* Postal creed 
word 

it Embarrassed 
person's 
nickname? 

is John 

so Made some lace 
81 Pusive 
S3 Monogram Itr. 
SS High points 
aa Well-fed baby in 
a multiple birth? 


ai “Shea and 
Head* sculptor 
Hans 

aalove 

Around" (1968 
Troggshtq 
33 Action after a 

default 

3r Reprimand 
ag Air show 
formation 

40 Vetoed 

41 French door part 

42 Related on the 
mother's side 

44 Skater Midori 

48 One who 

dropped a piT on 

the floor? 

49 ©gar 


sa Word with work 
or Web 

S3 Procrastinator's 
refrain 

84 ‘PeerGyrt* 
composer etal. 

90 Actress Hagen 
•1 Shakespearean 
8unbumvictim? 
t3UtB > igetit > 

84 Heart chambers 
88 Cteo or Frankie 
88 Ctty 


• Uke bees and 


11 Kind of card 
is Melba, for one 
13 Emulates raptor 
18 Revamps, ina 
way 

zi KM of dish 
••Tour 

»• Woodworking 
tool 

w Cetacean Mfler 
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Solutioo to Puzzle of April 14 


naan ncnunn ebbe 
B onn snnsa anna 
snannannaa ansa 
amnansn saa □□□ 
□aanm amn naa 
aHaaQaasanna 
□hh ebbs aaaana 
□BQH Hsaas saga 
□□□□□a aaaa ana 
nHanaaaaaaaa 
□gq maa aaaaa 
□aa deni aaaanatn 
□□as saaaoaaaaa 
□□so Hasan aaian 
qhdo magaa asaca 


Springs 
nickname) 

87 Adjusts 
m Scoffing took 

DOWN 

lOtt-style 
auxiliary verb 

2 Andent terrace 
farmer 

3 Pants part 

4 "Third Rock 
From the Sun' 


5 Magnificent 
• "Saent Spring" 
topic 
t J udges 
•Notorious tB 
hurricane 


» Actress Graff 
»» KBt features 
34 Get away 
38 Tennis's 
Sampras 

38 Radon lacks It 
« "Unhand mer 

40 Muted tones 

43 Chicken cut 
4BUtesaver.at 
times 

Dress down 

as Marcus's retsfl 
partner 

48 lath 

perpencficufais 
so Tally 
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WTO Delays 
Rcking Chief 
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/ GENEVA — Wife time r unning 
'S?- 11 ® consensus, the World 

1 *^anizafion on Wednesday again 

■ J 2 decision on choosing a new 

^dnector-geoeral, probably until the day 
fee present one leaves. 

In its last formal meeting before the 
’ ■ departure of Renato Ruggiero, the 134- 
nation body missed fee latest in a string 
3i‘of deadlines. Members are expected to 
o» meet again April 30 — Mr. Ruggiero's 
last day in office. 

“We cannot afford to mis* the in- 
ti -evitable deadline,” said Ali Mchmno, 

1 1 - the council chairman,' while admiring 
that the WTO had not yet reached a 
ih consensus. 

J?i The nomination battle and the fros- 
2i«pect of a Jeaderiess WTO come as fee 
jb trade organization seeks to resolve dis- 
oroutes between the United States and the 
^European Union over issues such as ba- 
nanas and hormone-treated beet The 
-'next director-general also mil have to 
2*>lead the organization through years of 
^complex negotiations to free up trade in 
yi areas from firm products to services. 

The stalemate also coincides with a 
strong push by China to negotiate its 
entry into the organization through in-, 
“"“tensified talks with die United States and 
tile European Union and multilateral Hi a- j 
missions that wQl soon start here. 

It is a year since Mr. Ruggiero an- 
nounced hu intention to leave al the end ' 
of April, but the organization has been 
deadlocked over fee choice of a suc- 
cessor. . 

Vs The two remaining candidates 

i-_ Thailand’s deputy priirte minister, Strpa- 
bnfeai Pamtohpakdi, and a former New 
-v Zealand prirneminister, MlkeMooie — 
each have the support of a large number 
7-1 of the members. Although Mr. Supachai 
r-is believed to be slightly ahead, Mr, 

*' Moore is supported by fee United States 
• u&nd other important delegations. 

The United States and Latin Amer- 
ican countries are among Mr, Moore’s 
-^strongest supporters, while Mr. Supfr- 
v.chai is backed almost unanimously in • 
,*A sia. European countries .are divided 
ra. between the two mem ku-i w#irry 
te TheWTOahva^mriEesiBdeosioos 
.why consensus, which has tesaatiaJong 
^struggle to find a common choice from 
?*rthe original four candidates. The or- 
xiganizatian originally planned to make a 
-Jjecisian by the end of 1998 bat found it 
was deadlocked. ■“ . j 

v» All the members have said they will 
«.not block either candidate, but they are 
,* entrenched in their views, and a decision 
.does not seem near. 

Some countries have called for a vote 
jj-if no agreement can be reached by the i 
v, end of April. * 
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Return on Capital 






A core challenge in measuring 
productivity growth is In defining and 
measuring output In such areas ot the 
service economy as bankhg and 
finance. For example, official statistics 
say that a bank today ts orty about SO 
percent as productive us a bank in 
1977-. 






-Jan the evaluations seem to take scant 
account ol 24-hour automated teller 
machines Ske those In a Mmesota 
shopping center, above, which dearly 
benefit customers who don't have to 
wait to be saved by human Mats 
during wodang hours, Ike those in a 
Washington bank, above left. 


At Last, Economists See a High-Tech Payoff 

Long Skeptical, Many Now Say the Computer Age Is Bringing Productivity Gains 


»J ye* 1 * of annotate expansion. That has drawn 

— — : attention because past upward swings in pro~ 

NEWYORK — In a nation of technophiles, ductivity typically occurred early in a re- 
where Intranet millionaires are minted daily, it covery as economic activity rebounded. Once 
seems heresy to question the economic payoff companies increased hiring, it slowed a gain 


surge in fee second half of last year, after eight certain. But fee story always was that it took a 


from information technology. 

But for more than a decade, most leading 
American economists have been heretics. They 
havenot been much impressed by the high-tech 
dogma — embraced by corporate executives, 
business school professors and Wall Street 
alike — feat regards fee transformation of fee 
economy through the magic of information 
technology as a self-evident truth. 

“You can see the Computer Age every- 
where but in the productivity statistics," 


But something seems fundamentally dif- 


long time for people Co use information tech- 
nology and truly become more efficient That 
story sounds a lot more convincing today than 
it did a year or two ago." 

Another pillar in the pessimist camp was 
Daniel Sichel, an economist at the Federal 


ferent this time, something apparently having Reserve Board. In research done wife another 
— — — «— n— ■ Fed economist Stephen Oliner, in 1994 and 
ECONOMIC SCENE 00 hi* ow o in 1997. Mr. Sichel found feat 


a lot to do with the increased speed and 
efficiency feat the Internet and other pervasive 
information-technology advances are bring- 
ing to fee mundane day-to-day tasks of mil- 
lions of businesses. 


on his own in 1997, Mr. Sichel found that 
computers contributed little to productivity 
growth. But recently, be ran similar calcu- 
lations for fee past few years and came to a 
different conclusion. 

In a paper just published in fee quarterly 
Business Economics, Mr. Sichel wrote that his 
new work pointed to ,J a striking step up in the 


where but in the productivity statistics," The question posed by economists is new work pointed to "a striking step up in the 
Robert Solow, a Nobel prizewinner from the whether fee higher productivity growth — contribution of computers to output growth.” 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology wrote averaging about 2 percent in the past three Improved productivity performance in the 
a few years ago. years, roughly double fee pace from 1973 to United States, fee paper says, is 1 ‘raising the 

But today, even renowned skeptics on fee 


subject of technology’s contribution to fee investment in computers and communications 
econ o my, such as Mr. Solow, are having is finally paying off. 


second thoughts. After barely advancing 1 
percent annually for years, productivity 


years, roughly double the pace from 1973 to United States, fee paper says, is “raising the 
1993 — is confirmation feat steadily rising possibility that businesses are finally reaping 
investment in computers and communications the benefits of information technology." 
is finally paying off. The impact of information technology on 


At J.P. Morgan 

Bank Seeks to Silence Skeptics 

By Timothy L. O’Brien 

New 1 York Timet Service 

NEW YORK — J.P. Morgan & Co., often described as 
vulnerable to a takeover after successive quartern of weak 
profit, posted stellar first-quarter earnings Wednesday to kick 
off a year in which management says the bank will finally 
prove its mettle. 

The fiffe-largest U.S. bank, heir to a blue-chip investment 
banking legacy that is now threatened by larger rivals, said 
earnings in the quarter jumped to $600 million, or $3.01 a 
share, up 64 percent from $366 million, or $1.80 a share, in the 
year-earlier quarter. 

Morgan’s shares rose $2.6875 to close at $132 on the New 
York Stock Exchange. Morgan’s revenue rose 23 percent in 
feequarter, to $23 billion. 

The report from J. P. Morgan came after several other U.S.- 
based investment banks posted increased trading revenue for 
the first quarter in receor days as markets around fee world 
recovered from their declines in the second half of last year. 

Merrill Lynch & Co., the biggest U.S. brokerage, said 
Tuesday that its profit rose 18 percent, to $609 million, as 
trading revenue climbed 23 percent. Bear, Stearns & Co. said 
profit rose 23 percent to a record in fee year’s first three 
months, while Motgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co.’s earnings 
gained 50 percent 

Bank advisers have said feat Morgan’s board of directors 
have given fee bank's chairman. Douglas Warner, about ay ear 
to shajply heighten the bank's earnings profile before it would 
seriously consider other alternatives for the company. 

The tank’s profit in fee quarter was buoyed by strong gains 
in its bond trading business, in which Morgan has long been an 
international powerhouse, and by astute moves to hedge its 
financial exposure to such risky markets as Brazil. 

It also made a strong showing in stock underwriting and 
trading, as well as in derivatives. 

Morgan said overseas markets had calmed down since a 
wave or currency devaluations and other financial woes began 
washing across the globe almost two years ago. 

“This is the first time in over five years the bank has 
generated more than a 20 percent return on equity, so It’s been 
a long time in coming,” said Diane Glossman, an analyst with 
Lehman Brothers Inc. 

‘ ‘But it’s still a stretch to say that strong revenue growth is 
a permanent condition at Morgan. ’* 

Another positive trend, analysts said, was Morgan's in- 
creasing ability to get its once-burgeoning budget under 
control. The bank said operating expenses, excluding a one- 
time charge in last year’s first quarter, rose about 11 percent, 
to $137 billion. But feat represented a smaller percentage of 
revenue than Morgan typically has shown in prior quarters — 
a welcome sign, analysts said. 

Another large bank. Fleet Financial Group Inc., also re- 


The evidence is starting to 
direction. “My beliefs are sb 


int in feat 
ng on this 


the economy is more than an academic debate. 


cent from 


growth began to pick up in. 1996, capped by a subject,’^ ’Mr. Solow said. “I am still for from • See PRODUCTIVITY, Page 12 


ported first-quarter earnings Wednesday. It posted robust 
profit of $438 million, or 72 cents a share, up 36 percent from 
$323 million, or 53 cents a share, in last year’s first quarter. 

Analysts had been expecting Fleet to post earnings of 69 
cents a share. On fee Big Board, Fleet’s shares rose43.75 cents 
, to close at $4330. 


up 36 peri 
ear’s first 


Daimler Faces EU Fine 
Over Bargain-Hunting 


CetfBidtyOmS^ffFnmDupadKs 

BRUSSELS — The European Com- 
mission said Wednesday that Daimler- 


to dealers encouraging them not to sell to 
foreigners,” Mr. Rating said, adding 
that the commission opened a legal pro- 


j “Oar situation is essentially the same that fee automaker had refused to sell 
7 as it has been for fee past feree weeks,” cars to customers who crossed European mat list of its complaints, 
fee WTO spokesmanTjEedth Rockwell, borders seeking lower prices. DaimlerChiysler has two months to 

said durinR a meeting in Geneva todis- DahnierChrysler has denied breaking respond to the commission’s so-called 
cass fee selection process. European Union antitrust rules and said it statement of objections, Mr. Rating said. 

■ “A general consensus around either was cooperating with an investigation It will also have a chance to present its 
y-anHidaw. has moved efasive.” into the sales practices of Mercedes-Benz case at a hearing before the commission 


Chrysler AG faced a fine after finding ceeding this month against Daimler- 


Chrysler by sending fee company a for- 
mal list of its complaints. 

DaknlerChrysler has two months to 


ca ndidate has proved elusive.” . _ 

Mr Ruggiero has said he will not stay dealers in several European countries, 
any longerthan fee end of fee month. Hanns Glatz, DamtieiChxys^’s EU 
If no director-general has been ap- i^resentatxve, said he did not think fee 

one of the three exiting LZSfJiBfiE 


deputies -- who are also scheduled to Onysler had a consistent policy of deny 
leave^ihe same time — might be asked rag cars to foreign buyers. We news 


to stand im or the WTO may continue had such a corporate strati 
■ without a chief. A two-year mqmry by 

i -. t ° sototiOT^^posqwne- Gem^y lSTok^ EU anting rules 

geaiBSB Segga 


mines. makes a final decision, expected within 
iler’s EU six months. 

think the If found guilty, DahnierChrysler 
Daimler- could face fines of as ranch as 10 percent 
r of deny- of its worldwide revenue in the year 
Ve never preceding fee decision. The company 
f,” he said, posted sales of 132 billion euros ($142 
b European billion) in 199 8. 
found evi- Car companies in Europe regularly 
dealers in price the same cars differently in various 


fee Netherlands and countries to conform to local conditions. 


e-f-g 


many had broken EU antitrust rules prompting bargain-hunters to cross bor- 
efnsing to sell to foreigners between dexs. That practice is legal under EU 
5 and. 1996, Stefan Rating, an EU rules but frowned upon by fee auto- 
fr.«rum J said. makers because it ends up costing them 

-We have evidence of circulars sent money. (AP, Bloomberg ) 


After Big Loss, a New Chief for Nissan? 


...striking the right note 
in Wealth Management. 


^ f or fee year and that no final numbers 

TOKYO Nissan Motor Co. had a were available. 

1 . Triwn 10 billion yen The losses resulted from sluggish do- 

TRJS* to mE mestic sales that eroded operating profit, 

^$24* nnUionXjto® ; n fee year that along ^ with cne-time losses fhmNissan’s 

L au i5 reported securities portfolio and aid extended to 

r rotted Mxnrb 31, a newspaper reponeu afjjjjated cteilersMps, fee paper reported. 


Also on Wednesday, a spokesman for 
Nissan said fee company’s North Amer- 
ican operations probably had a profit in 


: eroded operating profit, the 1S&8-99 financial year for the first 
ime losses from Nissan’s time in two years. Nissan had expected 
Iio and aid extended to to break even in North America after 
hips, fee paper reported, posting losses of 80 billion yen there fee 


■Wednesday. .. ■ ^__ v , nv cha j r _ Nissan’s parent company also mob- previous year. 

j Yoshiftiira ably lost much more money than it had Nissan's stock rose 2.9 percent Wed- 


V 


i yosmiumr talcg ably lost much more money than it bad Nissan s stock rose 2.9 percent 1 

n nan ’ loss^thc Yomiuri expected to during the year, the paper nesday, or 13 yen, to 462 yen. 

vjesponsibility tofjtie ioss > said, in November, Nissan projected a But analysts said it would be 

» Shimbunalsosaia. o«*a onoted net loss of 10 billion yen for the year. mature to speak of a Nissan revrv 

W A Nissan re P resc “J“" J -—ires feat the The newspaper aJsorqmrtedtiiatNis- North America, the world’s biggesi 


Nissan re P rese ^SS!Lhes dial the The newspaper ajso reported foatNis- North America, the world’s bigj 

telling Dow Jonwwew ^ Qjay either slash its dividend pay- m a rk et, wife sales of 15.8 mi! 

port was men* or forgo them entirely. hides in 1998. (AP.Blo 


meats or forgo them entirely. 


mature to speak of a Nissan revival in 
North America, the world’s biggest auto 
market, wife sales of 15.8 million ve- 
hicles in 1998. (AP, Bloomberg ) 
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Exchange. Index 

i 

iu-S* The Do# 


■ Wednesday Prev. . 

@4PW Cfcse Chaqgs-j 
10411.66 10395.01' *0*16 


4J.S. 

S&P50G 

1326.46 

1348.82 

-1^8 

■U,S; '. 

S&P100- 

668.98 

681.45 


.US. ' 

NYS£ Composite 

625.67 

631.67 


VS. : : ■ 

Nasdaq-Composite 

2507.49 

2583.50 

-2.94.. 

,'U.S. 

.. AMEX Composite 

73fe1.2 

737.80 . 

-0^23 

Toronto 

TSE Index 

6946.90 

6913.30 

.-+051 


Bovespa 

11299L57 

11217.33 

+0.73 

■BfexicoCtty. Bolsa 

5297.35 

5296.31 

+0.02 

'Buenos Aires Mental 

444^27 

442.03 •' 

+0.5! 

Santiago 

IPSA General 

4433.35 

4392.93 

+0-92 

Caracas 

Captel General 

4202.14 

4167.98 

+0-82 

Source: EUaamberg, Reuters 


DunuUniui 1 U.-raU Trihunt.- 

Very briefly: 


“EBay Inc., the largest on-line auction house, set a price of 
SI 70 a share for its offering of 6.5 million shares of common 
stock, raising S 1.1 billion in the biggest offering ever by an 
Ihternef company. EBay expects to deliver the shares to 
underwriters Friday. 

e Microsoft Corp.'s chairman. Bill Gates, gave the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology S2U million to build a 
Computer-sciences laboratory. The William H. Gates Building 
will house the MIT Laboratory’ for Computer Sciences. 
oTbe New York Times Co.'s first-quarter profit fell to S61.4 
million from SfU. 6 million a y ear earl isr. when pro F t was l if ted 
Hy a gain from the sale of equipment. Lower newsprint prices 
and higher advertising sales kept profit from sliding further. 
o-Michelin SCA of France is buying one of the leading 
independent tire dealerships in the United States. Tire Centers. 
It did not disclose the price. 

•Capital One Services Inc, is adding 800 jobs at a site in 
Irving, T exas. due to open this year. Bioomherg. ,\FP. Reuters 


Sales Outlook Hits Intel Stock 

The ti*. \ ia:eJ Prey.' 

NEW YORK — Intel Corp.'s shares fell sharply Wed- 
nesday even though the computer-chip maker reported that 
first-quarter earnings were slightly above forecasts as it 
warned that future revenue could drop. 

First-quarter sales rose IS percent, to S7.1 billion, helping 
fuel a 57 percent increase in profit, to S2 billion. The profit 
beat Wall Street's forecast. 

But Intel said Tuesday it expected second-quarter revenue 
to stay the same or fall slightly from the first quarter because 
of “seasonal factors" in "the microprocessor business. That 
disappointed some analysts, who had expected a slight in- 
crease. 

Intel's stock fell S3.375 to close at 557. 125. 
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Dividends 

Company Per Amt Rec Poy Company 

1 IRREGULAR 

O M 4-30 5-14 


r.Witmcl Cdjp 

hotter Med ADS 


J089 4-20 5-27 


A?: Steel Hidj 
Bank of riv Co 


i STOCK 5PUT 

rii Geoiya Hldg 3 for ? spiff 
.’ilelromcdlaFibiNIwi’k 2 tor 1 split. 

Net JonK Corp 3 Tor 1 spilt. 

STOCK 

JeHefsonvlUeBncp - I IP'* *+7 5-11 

REVERSE STOCK 5PUT 
Cacertsys Inc 1 lor B revme split. 
HymonPeromoneSa 1 far 3 reverse splil. 
Suvm Gefll Com 1 lor 5 reverse split. 


INCREASED 


Bumes Group 
FENBCorp 
Peoples 
BanalirsIrK 
Sojller Wflm H Inc 
UX Comoaniei 


19 6-1 6-10 

.16 6-U 5-7 

-20 4-M 5-14 

Hi S-W 6-11 
.035 5*13 6-3 


Per Amt Rec Poy 
REGULAR 

a .125 4-23 5-19 
C .14 4-23 £-4 

.15 5-14 5-28 
.15 J-23 4-30 
J0 -'-76 5-70 
.10 5-30 6-10 
06 4 2* 5-17 
.10 4 26 4-30 
J5 5-21 6-15 
.4922 5-1 J 6-1 
.07 6-16 7-1 

JS 5-7* 6-15 
.105 5-17 6-7 

.495 5-14 6-10 
.20 5-3 5-21 

.04 3-13 6-1 

.05 4-26 5-3 

.125 4-77 5-6 

XU 4-30 6-1 

.035 4-30 5-14 
JB25 5-21 6-12 


Bear Steams 
Camden Natl Corp 
Catoro>Har Inc 
Dayton Hudson 
Fanis Sc-cuntlw 
GIDI HilnciiDollar 
Inti Paper Co 
Inll Papa- Capltl. 

MBNA Com 
Mahoning Mall 
Meritor Aula 
Offer Tall Pv/r 
PuMiSertlewfAerico Q 
Pithanison Elec O 

P.ias Notl O 

5aiulman »Ai C 

Show Comm Bg 5 

SteweritStevenwiIncO 
V/o Igreen Co 0 

o-flroivwlr impproximirte aimont per 
share/ ADR; g-poyable m Canadian tvnftu 
m-monnily! q-quuriBrty; s-sMijanmiaBy. 


IKS. Stock Tables Explained 

sales figures ore unofficial. Yearly highs end lows reflect the previous 52 weers plus the 
current week but nol the latest trading day Where a split or slock dividend amounting to 25 
percent or more has been paid, the years high -low range and dividend are shown tor the new 
stocks only. UntessolherwiwnoUW. rale* at dividends are annual disbursements based on 
the latest declaration, 

a - dividend aba ariro fsj. b - onnuol rale cf dividend plus sioct dividend, c - Iinuiduttng 
dividend, cc - PE exceeds w.dd - colled, d - new yearly low. dd - lose In Hu? Ins; 1 2 months, 
i . dividend declared or paid in preceding 12 monlhs. t - annual rate, increased on Iasi 
tfcdofonwv g - dividend In Canadian hinds, subjed la lSV. non-residence fax. i - dividend 
declared otter ip! It -up or slock dividend. 1 ■ dividend paid this year, omitted, deferred, or no 
odlon token a tatesl dividend meellng. k - dividend dcaared or paid this year, an 
pcnimutatirc- issue with dividends in arrears, m - annual rate, reduced an lost dc-ciaraiion. 
D . new i«ie in the past 52 weeks. The hlgn-hr* range begins with ine start at trading, 
nd - neri coy octtreiy. p - initial dividend, annuel rale unknown. P/E - pnee-eamings ralio 
q-di»5«Hsnd mutual fund, r -dividend declared ar paid In preceding 12 months, plusotock 
be9 ‘? ^ * e,s * *<*'• to ■ *«M. *■ ■ dividend paid In 
**** ^ 3 moflTns ' e£H mo>ed cash value or evdivWend or ?«-aisirtPinton dale. 

U lfl ^ ho11 ^- vf - ln tianKrtrorcvor recjMversrtfp bolrug reoryonliod 

^. 5eCUrihC S ^ ^ companies, m- when distributed, 
•d ■ ■*?" ** ' * m ’ "orronts. * - e»-divtdend or ev-rtgnts, kdn - eft-distribution 

pw . wtthoirt warrants, y. ex-dlvlaend and sales m rail, ytd - yield, i - sales in tutt. 



AOL Faces 
A Demand 
For Pay 


By Lisa Napoli 

M*»' York Times S ervice 

NEW YORK — For ihe past 10 
years, America Online Inc., the 
largest on-line service in the United 
States, has relied on volunteers to 
help maintain the virtual community 
it offers its members. 

The volunteers, who are known as 
“community leaders," perform tasks 
such as answering questions from 
subscribers, supervising char rooms 
and enforcing the service’s rules. 

The reward has been a free ac- 
count with the service and, America 
Online says, the opportunity to play 
a more active role in its “commu- 
nity" of 16 million members. 

Now, at least seven, former vol- 
unteers are challenging the practice, 
and they have asked the Labor De- 
partment to look into whether the 
use of volunteer labor by America 
Online and its subsidiary. America 
Online Communities Inc., violates 
the federal Fair Labor Standards 
Act. 

A Labor Department spokesman 
would neither confirm nor deny that 
the service was under investigation, 
bur several former volunteers pro- 
vided copies of a letter from the 
department's Employment Stan- 
dards Administration saying it 
would look into the matter. Infor- 
mation about the investigation was 
published on wHw.Observers.net, a 
World Wide Web site set up by 
former volunteers in September. 

Volunteers pledge to work at least 
four hours a week of work plus train- 
ing time and time for paperwork. 


but Nasdaq 


CiXrpda/ by Our From 

NEW YORK — Blue-chip stocks rose to a 
record Wednesday, led by Caterpillar and otter 
companies that stand to benefit from recovery in 
Asian and Latin American economies, but tech- 
nology stocks tumbled. 

“You’re getting a rotation into stocks like 
Caterpillar, Alcoa and basic industry and capital 
goods based on a resurgence in the emerging 
markets," said retail analyst Brian James of 
Loomis Sayles & Co. 

Blue-chips were also bolstered by unexpec- 
tedly strong earnings reports, particularly from 
J.P. Morgan. But Intel and drug shares dragged 
down the broader marke t 

“J.P. Morgan's earnings are a catalyst for 
gains in the financial sector, which has generally 
been reporting better-chan -expected earnings,” 
said David Sowerby, a money manager for 
Loomis, Sayles & Co. in Detroit. 

* ‘Those companies disappointing, or hinting at 
a deceleration in earnings, mainl y tech stocks, are 
causing investors to look around." 

The Dow Jones industrial average closed 
16.65 points higher at 10,411.66, a new record. 


But the technology-heavy Nasdaq composite 
index was down 76.01 at 2,507.49, and the Stan- 
dard & Poor’s 500 index was down 21.36 at 
1328.46. 

Caterpillar. Deere and other machinery shares 
surged as investors tunneled money from tech- 
nology companies into manufacturers on spec- 
ulation that stronger overseas markets will lift 

U*S. STOCKS 


demand for heavy equipment, analysts said. 

Caterpillar closed at 60 1 1/6, up 5 15/16. 

Despite strong earnings, Intel fueled a sell-off in 
computer related issues on a weak sales outlook. 

Tnfoseek, an Internet search directory fell more 
than 20 percent its second-quarter revenue fell 
short estimates. 

Motorola was up 3/16 at 83 1/8 on the Big 
Board after the company reported late Tuesday it 
had beaten analysts’ earnings expectations by 4 
cents a share. „ m 

Lucent Technologies climbed 2 3/16 to 59 1/8 
after die telephone network equipment company 
forecast second-quarter earnings and sales that 


3 such as Merck. Schemg-PIo 11 ^ 

aod Ffeardeclined 

industry next week. Merck dropped 3 % to 79^ 
Schering-Plough fell 2^ to 57 1/8, and Pfizer 
declined 4 5/16 to 145. n 

Shares in Dow Chemical, Du Pont, Umon 
Carbide and other chemical makers rose m in- 
vestors bet the strong U.S. economy would start to 

lift fag gin g earnings, analysts saja ^ 

T^Warner fell 1 11/16 to 75 5/16 after the 
media group bounced back from a loss to post a 
net profit of $138 million in the first quaj^- 
Bonds were little changed after a government 
report showed U.S. business inventories rose 0.4 
percent in February, more than analysts ted 
expected and the latest sim of sttragth m tte 
world’s largest economy. ^J*5 ch f^ iC oS' 
year Treasury bond was down 5/32 at 96 y3Z, 

gp eldnp “?^S^ 


Dollar Slips as Japan’s Insurers Cut Investments 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The dollar fell 
against the yen Wednesday after re- 
ports that Japanese life insurers 
were reducing overseas investments 
this fiscal year. 

“A fund shift out of foreign-de- 
nominated debt by Japanese compa- 
nies could hurt the dollar substan- 
tially against the yen," said John 
Cholakis. a trader at Dai-Ichi 
Kangyo Bank. The dollar could fall 
to 1 15 yen, he said. 

The dollar fell to 1 1 8.630 yen in 4 
P.M. trading from 119.725 yen 
Tuesday in New York. 

Nippon Life Insurance Co. and 
Dai-Ichi Mutual Life Insurance Co.. 
Japan's two largest life insurers, are 


not p lanning to increase their bond 
investments abroad, the Nihon 
Keizai newspaper reported Tues- 
day. Sumitomo Life Insurance Co., 
Meiji Life Insurance Co. and Asahi 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. plan in- 
vestments of about 900 billion yen 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE ~ 

($7.5 billion), about half of last 
year’s total spending by the five 
insurers, the paper said. 

If Japanese insurers keep more 
cash at home, they will not need to 
purchase foreign currency to make 
investments. Last year, Japanese in- 
vestors held 8.1 percent of U.S. 
Treasury securities, making them 


the largest foreign owners of U.S. 
debt, according to Stone & Mc- 
Carthy Research Associates. 

“Repatriation flows are a strong 
influence on the do liar-yea ex- 
change rate,” said Stewart Newn- 
ham, a strategist at Commerzbank in 
London. Concern that less money 
will flow from Japan into U.S. se- 
curities “is the reason we saw a 
downdraft in doUar-yen,” he said. 

Makoto Yokoyama, general man- 
ager of the treasuries and bonds in- 
vestment department at Asahi Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Co., said the 
company bad halved this year's al- 
location for foreign investment from 
las t year because it ’‘sees more risk 
of the yen's rise than that of the 


dollar’s rise,’ ’ given the burgeoning 
U.S. trade deficit 

Meanwhile, the enro rose to 
$1.0806 from $1.0774 as some ex- 
pected a meeting of European Union 
leaders firing an end to the con- 
flict in Yugoslavia to ease pressure 
on the European currency. 

The conflict is keeping the enro 
from benefiting from Europe’s im- 
proved economic prospects after the 
European Central Bank cut its 
benchmark refinancing rate to 2_5 
percent from 3.0 percent, analysts 
said. 

In other trading, toe dollar was ai 
1.4837 Swiss francs, down from 
1.4905 francs. The pound was at 
$1.6136, down from $1.6155. 


TRADE: Clinton, With Business Prodding, Asks Zhu to Restart Talks on Chirm’s WTO Membership 


Continued from Page 1 

would not come to fruition." a U.S. 
official said. The official said that Mr. 
Clinton’s telephone call, which lasted 
about 20 minutes, had been intended 
to send a signal to the business com- 
munity that the White House was 
doing all it could to seal the deaL 

In a joint statement, the two coun- 
tries said they would “move intens- 
ively" to resolve the remaining is- 
sues that blocked them from teaching 
a deal last week while Mr. Zhu met 
with Mr. Clinton in an official 
three-day visit to Washington. 

In toe joint statement Monday. 
Beijing and Washington committed 


themselves to resolve all remaining 
issues this year in time for a meeting 
in November of toe 134-nation 
tra degroup in Seattle. 

A new round of global trade-lib- 
eralization talks is to begin late this 
year. If C hina fails to gain World 
Trade Organization membership by 
then, it would be excluded from the 
negotiations, and its entry might be 
delayed for years. China's entry into 
toe WTO, toe group that determines 
toe rules for global co m merce, was 
the prize that Mr. Zhu came seeking 
but was denied after talks collapsed 
at toe last minute. Some U.S. of- 
ficials said that anti-China sentiment 
on Capitol Hill was so intense that 


they thought they could not get any 
deal through. At the same time, of- 
ficials familiar with the negotiations 
said, Mr. Clinton was distracted by 
the Kosovo conflict and had not con- 
veyed to his negotiators how much 
he wanted to complete the deal. 

And some Democrats in Con- 
sss were leery of an accord with 
i, predicting it would trigger a 
divisive battle in their party. 

Despite China's obvious disap- 
pointment about toe World Trade 
Organization, Mr. Zhu had warm 
words Wednesday for U.S. -Chinese 
relations. Having met with business, 
academic and congressional leaders, 
be said at toe Massachusetts Insti- 


tute of Technology, “I think that the 
American people favor China-U.S. 
friendship and favor early accession 
into WTO by China.” 

Mr. 23m said Beijing had made 
“very major concessions " to Wash- 
ington in pursuit of World Trade 
Organization membership but added 
that these would enhance C hine se 
competitiveness, give China a more 
central place in the global economy 
and help the trade group. 

“Without Chinese participa- 
tion,” he said, “toe WTO will not 
be representative enough.” 

Mr. Zhn said during his visit that 
he believed the deal had fallen 
through because of domestic Amer- 


ican politics and that Washington had 
politicized what was essentially an 
economic issue. 

Republicans on Capitol Hill have 
been furious over Mr. Clinton’s 
policy of engagement at a time China 
has reporteeny stolen military secrets- 
from the United States, is cracking 
down cm political dissidents and was 
accused of making illegal financial 
contributions to Mr. Clinton’s 1996 
re-election campaign. 

Senator Trent Lott of Mississippi, . 
the Republican leader, said last; 
week during Mr. Zhu’s visit that he - 
strongly opposed a deal and was; 
suspicious of whether China would - 
commit itself to fair trade practices. 
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Dec 00 

&sl. sues «LOOO Tubs sales 5&400 
Tun open tn l 340,594, oil 14112 

SOYBEAN MEALCCBOT) 

100 (ora- doBors per ton 
Ma?W 13720 134*0 134.90 -0*0 3fcOSl 

Jul?* 139 JO 137 iX) 137.10 -0.10 31.927 

Aug 99 140.20 138.10 13BJ0 -0.1D 11.990 

Sep 9* 14JJ0 139.30 139 JO -0.10 1(1130 

Od 99 142J0 1 40-50 1*050 unch. 5058 

Dec ** 145.20 143.30 1*380 +080 16155 

6sL sales 17000 rues safes 2S791 
TueMjpon nil 134)12. off 529 

SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 

60000 lbs- cents pw lb 

May *9 19.49 1&85 193? *4U1 34.77* 

Jul 9* 19.80 1*20 1 94(3 +0J* 35.900 

Aug 99 19 93 19.&2 19.76 +OJ6 94144 

Sep *9 20.08 19-78 19.92 -0J7 8.7*6 

Od 99 2015 2000 2006 *4J8 5,863 

Dec 99 7050 2a 20 2035 +0^0 21.138 
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All 9? 5W 4941* 498VY *AY> 50-545 
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4454 

1.749 


High Low Latest Oige Optnt 

ORANGE JUICE (MCTM) 

ISHHOOK.- cents oer IP. 

May 99 86.90 8300 R2.7D -3-50 14320 

Jul 99 87.90 8350 8350 -360 7434 
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EsL safes NA Tun sates 3134 
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ffePOO 292-70 29030 29030 
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HI GRADE COPPER (NCMX) 

254100 IPs.- cents parte. 

Apr 99 64.70 -0.60 53S 

May 99 6570 6460 654)5 -060 29.577 

Jun 99 6565 65J0 6155 -050 1126 

Jul 99 6665 65-50 65.95 -OJO 13439 

Aug 99 6430 -0J0 I J65 
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EsL sates 11000 Tun safes 15,778 
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SILVER (NCMX) 

54)00 bay ox.- cents par boy Oft. 

Apr 99 491 J 487.2 487.2 -45 104 

May 99 49541 4830 486.0 -45 3SL579 

Jun 99 487 J -45 5 

Jul 99 4910 4854) 4894) -45 21.151 

Sep 99 500.0 JBBJ 491.1 -44 5.981 

Doc 9? SOI J 4904) 4913 -43 11,229 
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MarOO 5044) 4034) 4933 -41 3575 

EsL sales 14J»0 Tim safes 14737 
Tun open mi 84,956 ofl 1.907 

PLATINUM (NMER1 
SO troy oz.- aalkus oer nay ax. 

Apr 99 35830 35450 35330 -310 3d 

JI4 99 363?0 35730 359.80 -310 9,240 

00 99 36000 36000 36080 -310 1327 

Jan 00 36300 36130 36130 -2.10 140 

AprOO 36130 -310 I 

EsL sales NA Tun safes 552 
Tun open ini 10694 off 111 

Oasa Previous 

London metals ilmei 

Dollars per metric ton 

itHfeU Grade) 

12819: 12831s 12 MOO 12854)0 

130315 130*00 1305.00 130&00 
Capper Cathodes (High Grade) 

Sool 14Z3D0 147X00 1 4244X7 1425470 

Eanmrd 14*94X1 145000 14514)0 145300 




Laad 
5 pal 
Famard 
NteW 
Spat 
Fa mart 
Tia 
Si 


51400 

51900 


51900 

520.00 


50500 

5084)0 


4905.00 500500 5090.00 
507000 5075410 516500 


530500 531500 533500 
S2W4X1 529500 5310.00 


ffSLm 

2m! (Special Kgb GnA) 

Spot W'6 99Sfe 


FarwaRl 


994te 

101400 101500 101400 
Law 


50600 

5094)0 


510000 

517000 


534500 

5315.00 


99SV» 

10154)0 


High 


Closa Chga Op Ini 


Financial 
U5TBILL5KMERI 
si mRioti-pts anoo od. 

Jon 99 9581 9577 9577 imOL 

Est. soles NATun ides 11 

Tun open ini 1.404 off 8 


1,404 


.'Aa»9» 

1114 

1W7 

1109 

td 

Jul 99 

has 

1131 

1142 

*s 


1175 

1146 

1173 

+ 3 

Dec 99 

1716 

1706 

1212 

+1 

MarOO 

1358 

USD 

1253 

+ 1 

Mu yW 



1278 

ti 


EsI pin 7.903 Tun sates 154)74 
Tun open ini 63975 pH 1539 

COFFEE C (NC5E1 
77300 ite.- cents per lb. 

Moy« ■>? * '7000 98.90 +105 
Jul W 10135 99.30 10030 +1.15 
Sep 99 1010Q 101JQ 10230 *\J0S 
Dec * 10475 10175 10435 ~I 10 
Mu’ 00 10425 10570 10635 -1.15 
Ei:. sates R475 Tun sates 16.181 
Tun open Ini 45811 all U 

SUGARWORLB 11 (NCSE) 

1 12JU0 IDs.- cents per IB. 


MOV 9? 

5.19 

5.03 

110 

-004 

47JQ2 

Jvl 99 

4.93 

473 

411 

■0 Ofl 

sum 

0099 

S.41 

53$ 

132 

-0.04 

40045 

Mar 00 

8.01 

187 

1*5 

64)4 

21.747 


™ iuitj 

Tun open kui 77385 oil 3507 


5 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

51004)00 Brin- pts 3 6*0 k of 100 pd 

Jun W 112-12 111-03 112-02 - 04 231006 

SepW 111.54 111-rt 111^9 unch. 1128 

Esi. sates 3648)0 Tun safes 354)39 

Tun open W 235114 oH 3332 

10 YR TREASURY (CBOT] 

SIOOOOO Min- Dti & 32lMs M 100 pd 
Jub99 116-06 115-37 115-29 -03S37&0 

5ep99 11516 11509 11512 -172 14426 

DCC 99 114-25 114-25 114-30 -01 2 

EsL soles 83JJOO Tim safes 874)22 
Tun open pit 501,7)8. otl 273 

US TREASURY BONDS (CBOT] 

(• Pd-sioaooo-pfe A 32nas pfioa pdl 

Jun 99 122-20 122-04 122-06 - 04 549376 

Sop 99 123-05 121-23 121-25 - 04 eu»S 

Dec 99 121-06 -04 4JM3 

EsL safes 280000 Tun safes 339,796 
Tun open ID) 595653. ofl 746 

LONG GILT (UFFE) 

CSDlOOO - pis & 32iHfs of 100 pet 

Jun 99 NA NA 117.95 —403 801618 
EsL solas: no. Pnw. Safes: J&929 
Pro*, open Urt: B061S all lju 

1 0-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MAT1F) 

aural 00,000 - pts o 1 100 pQ 

Jun 99 96.44 9633 9435 +04)1 7^910 

Est. sates: 21813 

OponteL: 75910 up 1,155 

LIBOR 1-M0NTH ICMER) 

SSnaCcn-ptaanOOpd. 

Apr99 9507 9&06 9507 unch. 14262 


High Law Latest Chga Optnt 

Ma* 99 95-07 9507 9507 unch 14303 
Jun 99 95417 9507 954)7 unch Z238 

Est sales NA Tues sates 3314 
Tuev open tef 3160A up 786 

EURODOLLARS (CMER) 

SI irtSton-ptssJIOOpd. 

Apr99 9500 9500 9500 unch 34930 

May 99 954)2 9501 95412 unch 9,762 

Jon 99 9540 95-01 95412 Unch 463840 

Jut 99 9500 unch 1-570 

Aug 99 9*99 unch 145 

See 99 94.98 9496 9497 unch 483004 

Dec 99 94J0 9467 9468 unch 360306 

MarOO 9476 9473 9474 unch. 284059 

Jun 00 9464 9461 9461 -001 206.108 

SepOO 9454 9451 9451 -001 151.988 

Dec 00 9438 9435 9435 -001 124924 

Mar 01 9440 9437 9438 -001 99301 

EsL soles NA Tups sales 349.910 
Tuei a par hit 386571 6. up 23281 

EURO (CMER) 

12&ODO Euro* S per Euro 

Jun 99 10857 10815 10838+00027 31338 

Sap 99 10901+00027 55 

Dec 99 14)967+00027 132 

EsI. sdas NA Turs sotes &6Z1 

Tun open Ini 31,725 up 314 

BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

62J9n pounds. Sparpouna 

Jun 99 16204 16096 16100-00048 S3. 72? 

Sep 99 1 6200 16094 1 6094-00048 1.225 

Dec 99 1609Z -00048 30 

Est. safes fiA Tim safes 4910 

Tun open M 64984 atf 1152 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

1004100 dafloTL 5 per Cdn. (8r 

Jun 99 6717 6695 6698-00015 65,787 

Sep 99 6718 6705 6706-00014 3350 

Dec 99 6717 6715 6716-00013 1.842 

Est. safes NA Tim sates 10530 

Tun open tot 70341. up 2636 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

1254)00 malts. 5 par not 

Jun 99 -5551 6527 5541+00014 29.938 

Sep 99 -557? 6565 6573+00014 1,229 

Dec 99 6406+00014 137 

Est. safes NATun sates 94B2 

Tun open tot 31 JDA up 14196 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

126 mBflcn y«ft S par 1 00 yen 

Jon 99 0504 0405 6499+00083 80705 

Sep 97 0602 0575 0603*00084 (.746 

Dec 99 0706+00084 1654 

EsL soles NA Tuofs sales 16658 

Tun open tot 83.90& all 188 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

1 254)00 francs, 1 par franc 

Jun 99 67B8 6751 6779+00027 61639 

Sep 99 6842 6839 6847+00027 317 

Doc 9? 6913+04)027 6 

Est sales NA Tun safes 133 m 

Tim open Inf 61,743 up 3225 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 
pesos. S pof peso 

Jun 99 .10200 .10200 .10212 +4)0017 14,138 
Sop 99 .09830 4)9805 .09807*. 0001 7 3111 

Doc 99 09417 09400 09417*00017 928 

EsL safes NA Tun safes 3198 
Tun open tot 206m. off 251 

2- MONTH STERLING (UFFE) 

C3KUH) -ptoallllOpeJ 

Jun 99 94880 4840 94650*0005 185658 
Sap 99 94900 4650 9<B7D Unch 194942 
Dec 99 94670 4620 94660 +04120 144652 
MarOO 94.750 4710 94730 Unch 135647 
Jun DO 9*660 4610 9462S UfKh 114407 
SepOO 9*570 4520 94640 UkD. 80243 
Deeoo 94450 4430 94440 UnetL 53843 
EsL&atoi: 79.1 «, Pm. safes: 111681 
Prey, open mL 1415400 ap 3071 

3- MONTH EURIBQR (UFFE) 
weal mOton-alsof 100 pd 

Aor99 97 JW 7675 97680 +0005 37653 
May 99 97385 7J80 ?738S *0010 4950 

S- 395 ? TT5 ?7J90 +0010 212J16 

2-ffl +flino J,MM 

« £-15 ZiJS E- ,7n UnA ’24676 

£-59 13S> UltaL 99,6 IB 

Jun DO 97.175 7.150 97165 +0.005 5X345 

SepOO 97675 7050 97JN0 UrKh 84259 
est. saint.: 94110. Prev. safes 148,956 
Piw.DpenJnL: 940270 off 13383 

3-MONTH EURIBQR (MAT1F) 
aural mHfen-ptsaflOOpd 
fen 99 97.390 97380 97J85 +0.005 
SepOO 97.CS 97JN0 9740 +04)10 
EsL sales: 9.121 
Open mL II 0355 off 340 
3-MONTH EURO LIBOR (UFFE] 


High Law Latest Chga OpW 


Industrials 

COTTON 2 (NCTNl 

504)00 Ris.- amts per Bl 

May 99 6090 5965 4007 -0.13 18644 

JU 99 8160 8060 8044 414 17.917 

0099 60.40 5960 5960 4U0 1655 

Dec 9? 99.75 5930 5966 +061 14678 

MarOO 40.7D 6065 6065 +067 3673 

Est safes N A Tun sates 7648 

Tun open tat 4G033 off 318 


HEATING OIL WMER) 


May 
Jun 99 
Jut 99 
Aug 99 
Sep 99 
Od 99 
Nov 99 


4385 41 
4365 41.90 
4365 <345 
4158 43J» 
4428 4180 
4496 4460 
4X40 4560 
Est sales NA Tun sdas 
Tun open tat 264373 up 


4315 JUS 43460 
4354 -040 254773 
4396 -065 17.138 
4366 -060 16629 
4466 -060 9672 

4496 -060 6*445 

4568 -OJO 8671 
22663 
994183 


43829 

33915 


LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER) 

14)00 bbL- doltan per DU. 

May 99 16*75 1412 1447 -065 103408 

Jlin 99 1661 1424 1665 -0*23 133916 

Jd 99 1475 1435 1464 -0.18 74154 

Aug 99 16-48 1418 1445 -0.15 3*493 

Sep 99 16-35 16JM 1864 -0.12 214)97 

Oct yy 1666 15.96 1423 -&10 23916 

EsL sates NA Tun sates 153905 
Tun open H 61 9^33 Dp 9692 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

lOJXJOmra trtirs. Spar own uu 

May 99 3154 3075 24796 0.040 55675 

Jun 99 3175 1105 2.129 -0038 29,345 

Jul 99 3194 3130 3145 -04)35 21,132 

Aug 99 1205 1145 3180 -0403 17.457 

5ep99 1210 1155 3170 -04132 13809 

Oct 99 3230 1195 3204 -04)24 15.168 

Est. safes NA Tun sates 73758 

Tun open ht 304697, up 3747 

UNLEADED GASOLINE (NMER] 

424)00 gaL cents par gal 
May W 5140 49J1S 5084 -140 41,995 

Jun 99 52425 5025 5165 -162 27.189 

Jul 99 5130 5035 5160 -1.12 13620 

fug 99 51-65 5010 S09S -095 7.628 

Sep99 5020 49.40 5010 4)65 5.094 

Oct 99 4375 4310 4375 -0-75 3876 

Nov 99 4330 47.70 4330 -0.70 3971 

Deew 48JM -070 i486 

EsL sales NA Tun sates 254799 
Tun open H 1 10784 ofl 3104 

GASOIL n PE) 

UA daffors pe* mrtric tea - Ms ai 100 tom 
JfHW 1W60 1364)0 1264)0 -175 41682 

May 99 12960 1Z765 12865 -165 231 BO 

Jun 99 13075 12350 12965 —1.75 10610 

J1V99 13100 13060 13160 -165 3449 

Dec 99 13150 13365 13175 —1.75 7,777 

Eat srtes: 11620. Prt*. safes : 13768 
Pre*. open ini; 141 MO ofl 33 

BRENT OIL (I PE) 

U6 daltara par bam - fels ol ljiao baneb 
MoyW 15.10 1475 1492 -068 37698 

■Jwtw 14.W 1469 14B1 -023 117699 

J(4y99 1485 1453 1*77 —0.<l Aysnn 

Aug99 1479 1448 1*71 -016 15*461 

Sep 99 1*70 144U 1468 -0.14 14473 

Dec» 1461 1460 1461 -0.12 4912 

EsL sates: 93600 . Pre*. safes: 99,186 
Prev. open InL- 319607 up 6635 

Stock Indexes 

5PCDMP INDEX (CMER) 

250 x Index 

Jun 99 1387.90133450133760 -7460 383732 
Sep 9! 137853 1351601151 -00 -2460 4155 
DecW 1382J10 138260 138200 -660 2.974 
EsL sales NA Tun safes 93770 
Tun open tel 373893 6M 9«8 

PTSE 180 (UFFE] 

£25 per mdu peM 

Jun 99 85920 85010 85340 —3*0 200.709 
Sap 99 65786 85786 85826 —346 4422 
Dec 99 N.T N.T 86440 -310 1,150 

Est. sales: 22684 Prev. sates: 33688 
Prev. open irrh 20M81 alt 24 

CAC40(MAT1F) 
aura 10 par index poM 

4pr99 43876 43120 4346 -115 114585 

EsL sales; 8*289 

Open 83:203695 up 1313 


PRODUCTIVITY: New View 

Continued from Page 11 

If, as some experts assert, the technology dividend is a key 
reason for toe recent extraordinary ran of high growth, rising 
wages and low inflation, there are significant policy im- 
plications. If these gains are not just a temporary blip, it 
suggests that toe Fed can be less fearful of inflation and can 
keep interest rates stable, rather than raising them to cool off 
what would otherwise be considered an overheated economy. 

The Fed chairman, Alan Greenspan, and the other Fed 
governors are scheduled to hear presentations from several 
academics on toe effect of information technology on the 
economy at a private meeting in Washington on Thursday. 

Mr. Greenspan seems to txslieve a fundamental change is 
under way. He told Congress early this year that the economy 
was seeing “higher technology-driven productivity growth.” 
The Fed governors will hear a forceful case for technological 
optimism from Erik Biynjolfsson, an associate professor at toe 
Sloan School of Management at MIT. 

Mr. Biynjolfsson asserts that the economic value of speed, 
quality improvements, customer service and new products are 
often not captured by government statistics. 

“These are the competitive advantages of information 
technology,’ ’ he said. “We need a broader definition of output 
in this new economy which goes beyond the industrial-era 
concept of widgets coming off the assembly line.” 

The government, after years of defending its figures, con- 
ceded two weeks ago that productivity growth may be un- 
derstated. The core of the problem, government economists 
say, is toe increasingly complex challenge of defining and . 
measuring output in much of the economy's fast-growing 
service sector, which includes toe vast reaches of banking, 
finance, health care and education. 

According to the official statistics, a bank today is about 80 
percent as productive as a bank in 1977. Yet that seems to take 
scant account of 24-hour automated teller machines, which 
benefit customers who no longer have to wait in lines to be 
served by human tellers during working hours. 


INTEREST RATES 


Wednesday, April 14 

Government Debt 


Britain 

France 

C grn u ray 

to* 

Japan 

Spain 

Unttoff Slates 

Yield 

Price 


3-MMA 

4-W 

266 

A-month 

269 

l-yew 

177 

2 -year 
483 
2713 

263 

TJf) 


1742 

235 

Z21 

133 

2JB51 

(LOBS 

no 


0245 

2-50 

250 

260 

2744 

3-anafli 

1-yew 

2-tear 

Syear 

427 

463 

493 

563 

418 

442 

99-28 

W-25 


Siwor 

4672 

127 

3.134 

3667 

0605 

1328 

tO-pnr 

S.13 

97-04 


IB-rear 

4623 

335 

3*34 

4jOB4 

1-645 

4076 


551 

tear 


Money Market Rates 


dural mBksi-iHf onoOiKi 

7685 97690 +04)10 


Jun 99 
5rp99 
Dee 99 
MarOO 
Jun 00 

DecOO 
Mar 01 
Jun 01 


97685 

N.T. 

N.T. 

N.T. 

*7.160 

97670 

N.T. 


1048)6 

92637 

81107 

BUSS 

61425 

CJ29 

13763 

1&110 

10317 


N.T. 97600 +0610 

N.T. 97.170 Unch. 

N.T. 97680 Unch. 

7.160 *7.165 +04)05 

7.060 97.080 Unch. 

N.T. 8 **80 4605 

96655 8655 93640-0605 
N.T. N.T. *3725 41610 
Ert safe*- 238. Pre*. salev 879 
Prau.opuolnlj 527.420 off 332 

3-MONTH Swiss franc (UFFE) 

5F 1 mjCan ■ ph at HO pet 

fen* M-WO 6*50 *8680 +0620 107,998 

§2L£ £5S H3 5- 500 +< uno 

Doc 99 9JL570 8540 98570 +0630 21782 

sales; 1495* Pm.wtos; 29610 
PiW. Often tot: 230877 up 1,1« 


Commodity Indexes 

Latest Prevfcws 

{£“*£5 1,140) 1.134.10 

toutas 163660 1 .32850 

DJ. Futures 0056 bqo| 

CRB/Bridge Futures 18765 18969 

■ ft* 


OnBud States 

Disanitrate 
Prtraerate 
Fedaral funds 
«MBy<WsD8p#stt 
166 -Gay On. Paper 
jWW 

Obcoontrata 
CaflaiBiHy 
1-notrtli intertnmk 
3-aoom bitmmak 
4^nonth tatwbqok 

Euromw 
Rapa rata 
EON I A 

Euiftor 1 -rtona 
E«*ar Smooth 
Euriborfruioato 
Cw»or 12 Hoantti 


Today 

4Wi 

T* 

4U 

4 Z 8 

4J8 

U-SO 

0JJ3 

ai2 

0.15 

025 

150 

173 

163 

184 

165 

171 


778 

4M 

669 

475 

OSD 

003 

0.19 

W7 

ai9 

150 

177 

265 

265 

266 
171 


Britain 
Bast rate 
CaO many 
lmnntti Intuitu ut 
^^wttoWtrtnok 

8-««rtti tatwtaa* 

S^^BmktSTekjnMBsuUM 

wows. 


Today 

Pm., 

5 T 6 

Si 6 ' 

SA 

M' 

5 V» 

5 fe * 

5 U 

SM 

5 te * 

5 *» 


Libor Rates 


1 - 3 . 

fl walti monffl 
4.9288 5JX1 
26344 26361 
S3SO 552 
1135 0.1 S2S 
StrFraRC 09833 16233 
SomaRmrtea. 


Dofcr 
Ena 
Staritaq 
Yea 


6- O- 
aaatti axsta 
&2088 
26504 2JG86 
5-3113 5 3205 
0.1938 023 
16SS 1.1917 


See our 

Rujifiitojait 

e*wy Mouday in Ihe Intamarket 


Gold Fixings 


__ Forward Rates 


Lmtan 

VS. Mas per ounce. 
Scats: Reuters. 


*tarafag AftaraooH ctanga 

2BU5 28140 —005 Jmseya 

Swiss frime 


2S22- SS S3 

ljS32 ,^37 

16794 16B3S 

11024 11712 
14838 14800 14757 
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Kvaemer Swept Up in European Revolution 


By Edmund L. Andrews 

York Tunes Service 



nUNKFURT - Kvaemer 
\\ n , announce Okent that it will 
seu aU^hs shipyards and other su- 
pra ntable businesses is die latest 
e * a njple. of a reo rganizatio a rev- 
olution in European corporate cul- 
ture. 

For years, many of Europe's 
oiggest industrial companies 
snubbed shareholders by pursuing 
moiky strategies and producing me- 
diocre profits. Now they are slash- 
ing costs and getting rid of busi- 
nesses that do not measure up. 

In November. Siemens AG of 
Germany unveiled plaits to spur 
profit by selling off businesses with 
sales of $10 billion. Alcatel SA, the 
French manufacturer of telecommu- 
nications equipment, announced 
plans last month to eliminate ] 9 QQQ 
jobs by the end of 2000. ABB Asea 
Brown Boveri AG, the Swiss- 


Swedish en g inee ring firm, elimin- 
ated more than 12,000 jobs last 
year. 

But the shakeup announced Tues- 
day at Kvaemer is one of die most 
drastic. 

If carried out in foil, the company 
would abandon a business that had 
also been a bedrock of Norwegian 
industry. It would shrink itself to 
about two-thirds of its current size, 
shedding 25,000 of its 30.000 work- 
ers. Hie moves are likely to lead to 
job cats at shipyards around Europe 
and possibly indie United States as 
welL ■ 

Kvaemer. which builds products 
including offshore oil rigs and 
cruise ships, had been planning to 
bczfld ships at the old Philadelphia 
Naval Shipyard and employ about 
1,000 people there. 

Those plans could change ab- 
ruptly, depending on what the ship- 
builder’s new owners decide to do. 
Kvaemer executives said they had 


not decided whether to simply sell 
the shipyards, spin the business of f 
as a separate entity to shareholders 
or retreat more gradually by patting 
thesn into a joint venture with some 

other shipbuilder. 

Whichever course prevails, the 
changes will be drastic. Kjell 
Almskog, who took over as chief 
executive in December, said the 
company had set aside 4 billion 
kroner ($514.9 million) to cover re- 
organization costs. 

Besides selling the shipyards, 
which employ about 10,000 w rak- 
ers. the company plans to sell busi- 
nesses with llpOO workers in areas 
such as metal equipment, mechan- 
ical engineering, pulp and paper 
products, and a real-estate devel- 
opment. Several thousand other jobs 
would be eliminated in (he compa- 
nies that remained. 

“Keep in mind that this is an old, 
traditional Norwegian company,” 
said Ottar Hangerud, an analyst at 


’* t'j 



Buffett Brings Europe Into Jet Set 


Bloomberg News 

LONDON — Warren Buffett, 
the billionaire American investor 
whose many holdings include a 
company that sells part owner- 
ships in corporate jets, said Wed- 
nesday he wanted to increase those 
ownerships in Europe and that be 
would invest whatever money was 
needed to make it happen. 

Mr. Buffett, who bought Ex- 
ecutive Jet Inc. last year for $725 
million, said just 1,100 of the 
9,000 business jets owned world- 
wide were based in Europe. He 
predicted his plan to sell partial 
stakes in jets could lift European 


ownership to 20 percent 
‘|We lave the resources and the 
desire to develop this company 
around the world just as fast as we 
can,” said \fr.Buffett, 68. “Europe 
is our main project now.” 
Executive Jet also will begin 
marketing in the Middle East in 
July and plans to sell in Asia and 
South America eventually. 

"Europe is really tomorrow's 
market” for business jets, said 
Doug McVitie, managing director 
of Arran Aerospace, an aviation 
forecasting company based in 
Scotland. 

Mr. Buffett first came to Ex- 


ecutive Jet four years ago when he 
bought a one-eighth interest in a 
plane. He declined to say ho w much 
capital the company would invest 
to develop die market in Europe. 

■ Investor Mum on Purchase 

Mr. Buffett confirmed earlier 
this week that he had been ac- 
cumulating shares in an unnamad 
British company in recent months, 
Reuters reported. He declined to 
say whether the company sold 
consumer products or when his 
stake would surpass the 3 percent 
mark, a milestone that would force 
him b> divulge its identity. 


Orkla Securities in Oslo. "They 
have turned the company upside 
down. It is a completely different 
oomgany today than it was yester- 

Aknost any change might seem to 
be an improvement. Under Kvaem- 
er's previous chief executive, Erik 
Tonseth, the company’s 1998 loss 
came to 1.4 billion kroner. The com- 
pany’s stock plunged nearly 80 per- 
cent last year, though it had partly 
recovered since Mr. Almskog took 
ova- and made it clear he would shift 
course. 

Many of the problems can be 
traced to Mr. Tonseth's disastrous 
purchase of Trafalgar House, a 
sprawling British engineering com- 
pany that also owned the Cunaid 
Line anise ships, for $138 billion 
in 1996. 

Trafalgar was loaded with debt 
and problems, which drained capital 
when the shipbuilding industry was 
in recession. 

Though Kvaemer sold off numer- 
ous chants of Trafalgar including 
Cunard Line and the Queen Eliza- 
beth 2 cruise ship, it still ran up big 
losses last year and was plagued by 
high costs and its disjointed mish- 
mash of companies. 

Analysts said it may be difficult 
to find buyers for Kvaemer’s 12 
European shipyards. Beyond that, 
Mr. Aimskog’s description of the 
problems at other businesses was 
bleaker than some analysts had ex- 
pected. 

Nonetheless, most said the plan 
was a step in die right direction. 

“It is hard to get rid of ship- 
building yards in Europe these days, 
but in the long run tins is die right 
decision,” said Olof Jonasson, an 
industry analyst at Handelsbanken 
Markets in Oslo. 

In Oslo, Kvaeroer’s stock rose 
1530 kroner to close at 15130 
kroner. 


Mannesmann 
Shares Sink 
On Forecast 


Reuters 

DUSSELDORF — Shares of 
Mannesmann AG tumbled Wednes- 
day after the German telecommu- 
nications and engineering group 
said it expected that its earnings in 
1999 would be little changed from 
1998 because of an increase in costs 
following its purchase of the fixed- 
line rival Oteio Communications 
GmbH from tbe utility companies 
VEB A AG and RWE AG. 

Mannesmann fell 6.90 euros 
($7.43), or 5.2 percent, to close at 
126 euros. Earnings in the first 
quarter rose from a year earlier, 
Mannesmann said in a statement, 
without elaborating. 

Group sales in the first quarter 
rose almost 4 percent, to 4.6 billion 
euros, amid a 32 percent growth in 
its telecommunications division. 
Mannesmann said. The company 
said it expected sales for tile full year 
to increase about 1 billion euros, to 
about 20 billion euros. 

“We had definitely expected more 
from the figures," one trader said. 

Other traders said there had been 
some profit-taking in Mannesmann 
shares after gains in recent days 
amid wrangling in the I talian mar- 
ket, where Olivetti SpA is hying to 
take over Telecom Italia SpA. 

Olivetti plans to fund its bid for 
Telecom Italia partly through the 
sale of its stakes in Italy's second- 
largest mobile-phone network, Om- 
ni tel Pronto Italia SpA. and in the 
fixed-line operator mfostrada SpA 
to its partner Mannesmann. 

Mannesmann said it expected 
profit to increase in 1999 in its tele- 
coms division, excluding Oteio and 
a possible increase in its Omnitel 
and Infostrada stakes. 
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Very briefly: 


•Germany’s Federal Cartel Office gave Kirch Group ap- 
proval to raise its stake in the pay-television channel Premiere 
to 95 percent from 50 percent. 

•Tbe World Bank's president, James Wolfensobn, flew to 
Moscow to review with the Russian leadership Moscow's 
progress in carrying out reform pledges before a decision on 
$1 .85 billion in loans by the International Monetary Fond. 

• Vivendi SA of France inaugurated a 2.6 billion euro ($2.8 
billion) convertible bond issue with a 13 percent yield and a 
maturity date of Jan. 1. 2005. the lead manager, Societe 
Generate, said. 

•Halifax PLC of Britain plans to sell 224 of its 606 real- estate 
agencies and eliminate 1.100 jobs; saving £50 million ($80.1 
million) a year starting in 2000. 

• Sweden unveiled a budget that promised both tax cuts and 

spending increases in the years ahead, sending a worrying 
Signal to financial markets. Bloomberg. AP. AFP, Reuters 
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Stock markets in Bangkok 
and Bombay were closed 
Wednesday for a holiday. 
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Wednesday’s 4 P.M. Close 

The 2300 most traded stocks of Ihe doy. 
NaflomridB prices not refledtog late trades dsewhere. 
The Associated Ptes6. 
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22 & 23 April 1999 

Exlutition & Conferences | r 

Sporting d'Hivex; Place clu Casino, .'Principality of Monaco 

Come for a ehat... We bet you'll enjoy it! 

It is now 3 tradition lor tke inprf prestigious names m mtemational finance and for first rate 
international invsrture to- meet in tfie Hinri^ty jn tnder to pause and think about the 
situation of international capital maifiets, exaroine gbbai investment strategies, compare the 
relative performance of various financial products, and leauD'-iBore about Monaco. 

To allttt them, -the Forum offers an efegani W exclusive setting and a rare opportunity for 
direct interaction wiiji leaders in international finance. 

Ajwtraurt df the Conference FVogran, . 

Thursday 22 April 1999 ... •, j ■ . . 

• . ' Inv est ment btrutegMX ana Toehmju&i ■ 

0 Mr H«su» FISSORE, 6qrornn*nt Coaowior (or Rmiaccs and Economy (Monaco) 


Internet Trade Boom Lifts Brokerages Stocks 


Strong Profit From Old Guard Raises Expectations for High-Tech Newco “ e ^ 

By Edward Wyatt gj"* ^ 50 

NwYortTima Service Mortftfth«niiJiiwhm 1 c«raoefinns Quarter earnings. The company, mgto hire ^ , __ and 42 


gained more than 50 percent in the 
past week. 

Most of the on-line brokerage firms 



* 

»s 


NEW YORK — Having evolved have yet to post results for the first which recently mtroaa^ ou-imc 

from a nation of savers to one of quarter. But the surprising strength of hading for some _ of ^ -q™, „ ~ 

investors, America is rapidly becora- the early group has investors saliY- that its revenues from coMunaorw ]iabaitics 

ing a country of traders. ating over the possibilities. jumped by 7 percent, to a record $1. comparison, shares of Morgan 

As proof, several brokerage firms Financial analysis had expected billion. — w-i. ct»nLv Dean Witter & Co., whose 

have just reported record profits. Paine Webber and Memli Lyoch, for M™HILyacfi J sh ®JJ*f? Se ^ marker value of $65 bfilioa makes it 
fueled in large part by a surge in stock example, to earn less in the first three as $10230 early Tuesday, mire brokerage film with a 

trading among berth individuals and months of this year than they did in the highest level smee last Jwy, OTtrm- neh^M than Schwab’s, is trading 

institutions. comparable period a year earlier. But tsbed die day down 52-5625 at gg« rimes Mipiinin; and 5 

Part of the frenzy comes from day PaiiTwebbSrcport Sl^iesday that $97375. u _ 

traders, who take advantage of the its profit surged 31 percent as com- The excitement abort brokerage mras investors who are 

low cost of trading stocks over the mission income, thecompaay’s largest firms that do business on-line is pan v-«wy. rdyizK on 

Internet to buy and sell rapidly and source of revenues, climbed 17 per- of the broader OTthusiasm for any ia tiaamodds that have been 

profit from small changes m stock cent company that is linked to the Inter- for the last 


fr Mr E«nocui MCGREGOR , DitccUwr G&ieibi. Moores Kcnrtand Corporate Bcivicef-SAM (Monica) 

4 Mr Rttpr STEIMLE, Cbici E*«^rth*CSica; Fidinam SA fLugoDo) . 

• Mr Otmor GOURRAGNE, Directcux Sfcrat^ie* dr FWtcWJle*, fiJoltty Imwartments 

4 Mr Gory DUGAN. V.P.. Euftpeui Equity Marfeela Strategist, -JP Moigan Seoii^-ljd''{London) 

Friday 23 April 1999 

♦ Mx CLristophor JR MURPHY, Senior Investment Manage* Contt* & Co. (London). 

+ Mr RjSrti IARNHALL Senior Consultant Strategy GroteplTREMA Tretauiy Management (Saphk Antipnla) 

7Us> advent of electronic finance ^ the Internet 

+ FVof anfie MIRANDA. Diwcteurdu DESS MBDS, Lfniwrait£ de Nice Sophia Antipolis 
4 Mr StoCan PiCHLBE, Executive Vice President Sales, Lufthansa German Airlines (Frankfurt) 

4 Mr Pwck-Jms DOUVIfER. Avooat asaxU an Bureau Francis Lefebvru (Rude) 

♦ « 

3.00 pan. / 5.00 p.m. : Monaco, an expanding financial center 

4.Mr Mldid PACTQR, President, Chnmhrc de Dfveloppeniunt Economlqne de Monaco 
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institutions. 

Part of the frenzy comes from day 
traders, who take advantage of the 


comparable period a year earlier. But 
Paine Webber reported Tuesday that 
its profit surged 31 percent as cam- 


profit from small changes in stock cent 

prices. A formidable market force, Paine Webber also said it would 
this group has recently focused on one begin offering on-line trading in the 
of the areas they like best, brokerage third quarter; the company's shares 
firms, bidding up the stocks of the gained $3.6875 on Tuesday, to close 
very companies profiting from their at $4735. 

business. Merrill Lynch, meanwhile, marked 

The hottest stocks belong to a rebound from the global downturn 
Charles Schwab & Co., E*Trade 
Group, Amexi trade Holding Corp. 

and Kiught/Trimark Group Inc., w&T}f briefly i 

which profit from the growth in on- 

line trading by individuals. »3i Group PLC, the British venture 

But traditional brokerage giants capital company, and Industrial 
like Merrill Lynch & Co. and Paine Bank of Japan Ltd. are to join farces 
Webber Group Inc., which reported to provide advisory services related to 
record first-quarter p r o f i t s Tuesday, management buy-out transactions in 


ut . company mat is unKeauiuK,^- ^poi forthelast 

Paine Webber also said it would net „ . . A jam-e FHrnari 

1: ..-Kin, in maOV Other 30 years, said A- JWKS, EM Mil* 


n 8li»** 


But unlike their peers in many other 30 years,” Mid A. 

Internet-related industries, several of 

the on-line brokers are already prof- Services Fm^_whKh of 


liable. 

And their valuations are exponen- 
tially larger than those of the tza- 


Schwab and Knight/Tri m a rk . 

But the on-line firms are attractive 
b^any. the potential retu rn on every 
dollar they invest is far higher- 
“They don’t have brokers sitting 
around in branch offices,” Mr. Ell- 
man said. “They’re trading human 
capital for technological 




la. «3i Group PLC, the British venture U.S. tobacco company, has offered to c^trt forte^no^™ ■ 

stage giants capital company, and Industrial buy back nearly £4.8 bfllion in notes, *“*1 to feenrv” 

3. and Paine Bank of Japan lid. are to join forces bonds and preferred stock with pro- tor y as 

ich reported to provide advisory services related to ceeds from its recent deal to sell its Investor s ^ 
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are also being swept iqi in the en- 
thusiasm. 

The stock price of Schwab, which 
operates the largest on-line broker- 
age, has soared 40 percent in the past 
five days. Tuesday, it gained $1530 a 
share, to $ 1 50.50, giving the company 
a total market value of more than $61 
billion — more than the combined 


Japan. The venture, 3i-Kogin Buy- 
outs Ltd., was capitalized at 400 nnl- 
Iion yen ($33 milli on), with 3i Group 
holding a 60 percent stake and IBJ 
taking up the balance. The pair will 
start with a 10 billion yen rand and 
invite institutional investors to invest 
another 10 billion yen. The manage- 
ment buy-out business is rapidly 


value of four old-line Wall Street growing m Japan as companies hit by 


For investment information 

Read THE MONEY REPORT 

every Saturday in the IHT. 




firms, Merrill Lynch, L ehman Broth- the recession span off units to fo 
ers Inc., Paine Webber and Bear Ste- profitable core businesses. 

ams & Co. •UnlversaJ Securities Ci 

Shares of Amentxade, another on- bn*™ re 

Ime disc onnt broker have more iban joined with SanwaBank Ud 

c ^ nb " Offer securities trading via C 
mg S31Tae^y to S17 3 .25 s m^ temet *e 23rd Ja^oS comp 
the depth of the global financial crisis , SQ ^ v 

last October, Ameritrade shares have 

risen more tfian thirtyfold, from * Goldman, Sachs & Co, 
$5,625. U.S.-based investment bank, said it is 

E*Trade, another on-line broker, looking to expand its investment 


the recession span off units to focus on ' 

profitable core businesses. 

•Universal Securities Co., a on Wednesday, 
mid-sized brokerage that recently m 

joined with SanwaBank Ltd^ is to •Korea Development Bai 
offer securities trading via the In- could not sell bonds at any 
tercet, the 23rd Japanese company to , 16 months ago, mmreted $ 1 
do so bonds to about 200 fund nu 


in ternatio nal tobacco business to Ja- 
pan Tobacco Co. The buyback wfil 
eliminate most of the company's $5 
billion in outstanding debt, and fa- 
cilitate its plan to spin off its domestic 
tobacco business to shareholders. 

•Goldman Sachs International 
bought 2 percent of Bank Hapoalim 
Ltd. from the Israeli government for 
$59.1 mini on. Bank Hapoalim’ s 
shares, which have gained 29 percent 
since the end of last year, rose another 
3 percent after news of the transaction 
on Wednesday. 

•Korea Development Bank, which 


if those factories are spinning gold 
from dross. Schwab's market value is 

more than double the $26 billion that 
will be assigned to Goldman, Sachs & 
Qj. traditionally the most prof- 

itable Wall Street firm — if the initial 
offering by Goldman is priced at $55 a 


* , ,f Inns to 


tercet, the 23rd Japanese company to 16 “wnihs ago, marketed $1 billion of 
do S0 bonds to about 200 fund managers in 

_ " _ . ’ _ . Hong Kong. The bank, which aims to 

•Goldman, Sachs & Co., the create a new borrowing benchmark 


and Knight/Trimark, which executes banking, underwriting and other op- 
many of the trades placed with the on- erations in China. 


ly of the trades placed 
: brokerage firms. 


have each «rjr Nabisco Holdings Corp., the 


for Korean companies, is selling 
five-year notes that will pay about 25 
percentage points more than Treas- 
uries with comparable maturities. 

AFP. Bloomberg. Bridge News, AP 


share, toe top of the predicted range. 

Clearly, if the stock market cools 
and day traders take a break, the on- 
line brokerage stocks could be vul- 
nerable. That goes for a Schwab, 
which b a « a Ing mutual-fund business 
to fidl back on, and more so for trans- 
action-oriented firms like E*Trade 
and Ameritrade. 

“The margin of safely in owning 
Schwab has been removed,” said 
Kenneth Feinberg, co- m ana g er of thb 
Davis Financial Fund, which owns 
shares of Schwab but has a bigger 
stake in Morgan Stanley Dean Wit- 
ter. 

‘'But anyone who has ever sold 
their shares of Schwab has regretted 
it” ; 
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2 Chaebol Combine Units as Seoul Steps Up Pressure 


• SEOUL — Two South Korean 
conglomerates announced a merger 
3* busidess units Wednesday 
■against a backdrop of rising pressure 
President Kim Dae June for 


corporate reform. 
Hanwha Groi 


ia Group and 
two of South 


Hanwha Group and Daelim 
Jfotip, two of South Korea’s 
joiggest petrochemical makers, said 
-they woold merge their naphtha op- 
'erahons, creating Asia's second- 
largest ethylene producer. 

- The agreement was hailed as the 
first voluntary business swap be- 
tween conglomerates, or chdebol. 


that did not involve government in- 
tervention. 

HanWa and Daelim mil establi sh 
a new company with a capacity to 
produce 1-2 minion tons ofethyiene 
a year. Ethylene is die main chem- 
ical for making plastics. It is made 
using naphtha that has been pro- 
cessed through a cracking unit 

“It’s motivated by market forces 
to establish more efficient opera- 
tions,” said Lee Jun Yong, chair- 
man of Daelim Industrial. “We be- 
lieve it will help overcome current 
economic problems and lead to 
sound growth in the future.” 


Exchanges of business units be- 
tween chaebol are a cornerstone of 
die government’s campaign to re- 
vive the Sooth Korean economy, but 
most of the chaebol have been un- 
willing to give up control of key 
units to their rivals. 

Mr. Kim, reiterating a warning 
that he has raised for the past year, 
called Wednesday on Sooth Korean 
banks to take punitive action against 
chaebol drat are slow to cany out 
government-backed reorganization. 

“There must be visible reform 
efforts,” die president said. “Oth- 
erwise, there will be financial sanc- 


tions through banks, as we declared 
last December.*’ 

“These are not empty words.” he 
added 

He said that the slow pace of 
reorganization could damage newly 
improved credit ratings, stir public 
anxiety and push the economy back 
to die brink of disaster. 

“The government has waited 

&nrmgh ) ,, Mr TCim gairi adding that 

the government expected corporate 
restructaring to be finished this year 
without fail 

Mr, Kim said that the aim of fi- 
nancial sanctions, if . they were im- 


KDD Blames Competition as It Slashes Jobs 


QmpAJlyOwS^Fkima ***** 

v - TOKYO — KDD Corp. said 
Wednesday it would cut its work 
3brce by 2,000, or 35 percent, to face 
mounting competition in Japan’s in- 
‘ttmational telecommunications 
'market 

- ROD’S work force will be pared 
to 3,800 employees over five years 
-fending March 2003, a KDD spokes- 


woman said. The cuts will come 
mostly through attrition and an early 
retirement p rog ram , she said. 

KDD is the first Japanese tele- 
communications company to resort 
to large-scale job cuts to face com- 
petition from rivals that have been 
chipping away at its share of the 500 
billion yen ($4.14 billion) overseas 
telecommunications market. 


KDD, which has forecast its first 
group net loss in the year ended 
March 31 because of a rate war. 
joins more than 100 Japanese 
companies that hav e announ ced cut- 
backs. They include Sony Corp. and 
Daiei Inc., Japan’s largest super- 
market chain. 

On Wednesday, Tosoh Corp., a 
major Japanese petrochemicals 


Jteiwng Plans to Sell Assets to Fund Rescue 


Bloomberg News 

\" *• KUALA LUMPUR — Renong 
-Bhd., Malaysia’s bi gg est industrial 
-group, said Wednesday itplanned to 
.tiell its property, monorail and other 
businesses as part of an 8.4 billion 
-ringgit ($2.2 billion') rescue by its 
sfcll road unit, Projek Lebnhraya 
Utara Selatan Bhd., or PLUS, 
s' PLUS last month said it would 
fell a record 8.4 billion ringgit in 
$onds to bail out Renong. 

As part of the pact, Renong has to 
tnise 8.75 billion ringgit to repay 
-PLUS by 2006, when the bonds 
mature. 

t- “It’s going to be quite difficult to 
haise that Irind of money," said 
fc. Choong Wai Kee, an analyst at JM 


Sassoon Research Sdu. 

For Renong, which is saddled 
with 20 bQhon ringgit in debts, the 
asset sales will mean a leaner, mere 
focused operation. 

The sales will also mark tire end 
of an ambitious expansion by Ren- 
ong that led to its diversification 
into everything from banking and 
construction to o3. gas, public trans- 
portation, hotels and telecommuni- 
cations. 

According to documents presen- 
ted to Renong creditors, Renong 
will sell shares, debt and assets, 
including its state in monorail op- 
erator Projek Usahasama Transit 
Ringan Automatik Sdn., to raise the 
funds. 


Other major assets Renong is 
likely to sen include its stake in 
property company Prolink Devel- 
opment Sdn. and its 18 percent stake 
in banking company Commerce As- 
set Holding Bhd. 

Renong shares closed Wednes- 
day unchanged at 77 sen. 

On March 8, Renong said PLUS 
planned to sell 8.4 billion rin gg it of 
7-year, zero-coupon bonds yielding 
10 percent annually, which will be 
used to pay off creditors of Renong 
and its con s tr ucti on unit United En- 
gineers Malaysia Bhd. 

The bond sale gives Renong sev- 
en years to pay back PLUS and an 
economic recovery may help it sell 
its assets at a much higher price. 


maker, said it would cut 1,158 jobs, 
or about 30 percent of its work 
force, by the end of March 2004. 

KDD, die former government 
monopoly for international tele- 
communications services, has been 
buffeted by increasing price com- 
petition since Japan opened the mar- 
ket to new entrants in 1985. 

One of those entrants is Nippon 
Telegraph & Telephone Coqx, the 
farmer government monopoly for 
domestic phone service. In July, NTT 
will expand its fledgling internation- 
al businesses after it splits into three 
units, one providing long-distance 
and overseas phone services, and two 
offering local phone services. 

KDD shares closed Wednesday 
at 6,350 yen up 500. 

(AT. Bloomberg) 

■ NTT Urged to Lower Rates 

The high rates charged by NTT to 
rivals to hook up to its local lines are 
squeezing out competition, accord- 
ing to Washington, which has urged 
Japan to reduce the rates by mid- 
year, The Associated Press reported 
from Tokyo, citing a U.S. Embassy 
statement. 

The interconnection fees imposed 
by NTT are almost five times higher 
than some U.S. rates and more than 
double those in France and Ger- 
many, the embassy statement said. 


posed, would not be “destroying” 
chaebol but leading them “to adopt 
drastic self-rescue efforts.” 

In a dear warning, he said that 
even die top five chaebol — Hy- 
undai Group, Daewoo Group, Sam- 
sung Co., LG Group and SK Group 
— could be placed under bank-led 
rehabilitation programs. 

Mr. Kim also said he had delayed 
a meeting with chaebol heads that 
had been set for April 22 because it 
would be useless in the absence of 
restructuring achievements. 

He did not specify a new dale for 
the meeting- (AFP, Bloomberg) 


Coke Revises 
Cadbury Bid 
In Australia 

Bloomberg Nenv 

SYDNEY — Coca-Cola Co. 
offered Wednesday to sell its 
Australian unit's local brands to 
Cadbury Schweppes PLC to 
win antitrust approval to buy 
Cadbury ’s leading international 
soda labels in Australia. 

Under the new proposal, 
Coca-Cola Amatil Ltd., of 
which about 43 percent is 
owned by Coca-Cola, will sell 
its local brands, including 
Kirks, Shelleys and Ecks, to 
Cadbury Schweppes Australia. 
That company will operate its 
own distribution networks and 
keep its bottling assets, provid- 
ing competition for Coke. 

Last week. Australia’s anti- 
trust body blocked the compa- 
nies’ original proposal, part of 
Coca-Cola’s $1.85 billion pur- 
chase of Cadbury Schweppes’ 
beverage lines outside the 
United States. It would have 
lifted Coke’s share of Aus- 
tralia’s soda market to 75 per- 
cent from 65 percent and elim- 
inated an “effective competit- 
or,” regulators said. 
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•Japan’s bankrupt companies left 15.182 trillion yen ($127 
billion) in debts in the year that ended March 3 1 , the most since 
World War IL The total number of bankruptcies in the year rose 
03 percent, to 17,497. 

•China’s retail sales rose at a slower pace last month as 
consumers stepped up their savings. Retail sales totaled 243.3 
billion yuan ($29.4 billion), up 6.7 percent from a year earlier, 
after growth of 8. J percent in the first two months of the year. 
•Singapore was rated by expatriate businessmen in Asia as 
No. 1 among countries in the region for its response to the 
nearly two-year-old economic crisis. Respondents to a poll 
cited its avoidance of market intervention and its advanced 
financial markets. 

•Korean Air, moving to ease concern that it had cut comers 
on safety as it expanded, will get rid of 15 aging planes and 
hire 50 foreign pilots. 

• Kawasaki Steel Corp. will cut the amount it invests in 
factories and equipment this year to 41 billion yen, the lowest 
level in 20 years. 

•General Motors Corp.'s Saturn unit pledged commitment 
to the Japanese market despite disappointing sales of just 
1.400 cars in Japan last year. 

•Japan Airlines Co. will suspend hiring new graduates as 
flight attendants until March 2001 as part of its plan to cut 8 
percent of its work force and reduce debt. Bromberg. ap 
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World Roundup 


Gretzky May Quit 


ice hockey Wayne Gretzky 
said Wednesday he had not made 
up his mind whether to retire when 
his New York Rangers end their 
season Sunday. 

"Everyone wants me to come 
back for a year, but this is some- 
thing I need to do for myself," he 
said. Asked if there was one per- 
son whose advice be would con- 
sidermore than others, be replied; 
"My wife. She’s been through me 
through thick and thin. 1 * 

“‘She wants me to come back 
for one more year," he said. (AP) 
• Spartak Moscow youth coach 
Valentin Maikov, 52, was mur- 
dered Tuesday. Markov, who won 
a Soviet title as a Spartak player in 
1976, was beaten with a metal bar 
in broad daylight (Reuters) 


College Stars Turn Pro 


basketball Elton Brand, a 
Duke sophomore wbo won the 
college player of the year award, 
said Wednesday he would turn 
professional. 

Brand, who led his team to the 
NCAA championship game this 
year before losing to Connecticut 
becomes the first Duke player to 
decide to leave college early for 
the pros. 

"Because of how well he has 
done, tbe decision-making pro- 
cess has been moved up,” coach 
Mike Kizyzewski said. "Elton is 
making the right decision for 
everyone involved. I am 100 per- 
cent in support of it” (AP) 

• Ron Artest said he would 
foigo his final two years at St 
John's University and apply for 
the National Basketball Associ- 
ation draft He averaged 13.1 
points and 63 rebounds a game in 
two seasons at the school. (AP) 

• Khalid El- Amin, the point 
guard on Connecticut’s national 
championship team, was arrested 
T uesday i n Hartford, Connecticut, 
and charged with possession of 
marijuana, the police said. 

Another Husky, Richard 
Hamilton, was in a car with 
El-Amin but was not charged. Po- 
lice impounded the lam-model red 
Cadillac. (AP) 


Aikman Signs Rich Deal 


FOOTBALL Dallas made Troy 
Aikman the highest-paid player in 
NFL history and yet reduced the 
team payroll. The Cowboys gave 
Aikman an extension to 2007, 
when he will be 41. 

The deal, valued at $85.5 mil- 
lion, includes a $20 million sign- 
ing bonus, of which he has already 
received $13 million. Tbe deal 
gave the Cowboys space under the 
salary cap to sign lineman Mark 
Stepnoski to a $103 million 
five-year deal plus a $33 million 
bonus. (AP) 


Injury Again Hampers Sampras 

Back Fain Forces Him Out of Comeback Event in Barcelona 


By Christopher Clarey 

International Herald Tribute 


BARCELONA — The man voted the 
greatest tennis player of the past quarter- 
ceotmy by a panel of experts has yet to 
reach a final in 1999. And Pete Sampras 
won’t reach one in Barcelona either. 

After earnestly and eagerly deciding 
to start his clay-court campaign bright 
and early by accepting a wildcard into 
tbe Open Seal Godo, be left Wednesday 
without playing a singles match after 
withdrawing because of a back injury. 

Sampras felt his back tighten after hit- 
ting a second serve in a doubles match 
Tuesday night, and despite a hot bath and 
a massage he awoke stiff in the morning, 
the muscles surrounding his sacroiliac 
joint in spasm. Shortly after 1 PAL Wed- 
nesday, he was sitting in a crowded in- 
terview room wearing the slightly self- 
conscious expression that he often re- 
serves for baa days at the office. There 
have been a number of those this season. 

“It’s a setback, no qnestion.” he said. 
"Having not played many tournaments 
and not played great this year, it's dis- 
appointing. But I'm not sitting here pan- 
icked about everything. There’s a lot of 
tennis still to be played this year.” 

According to Per Bastholt, a trainer 
employed by tire tour, Sampras will not 
be playing or practicing for at least five to 
six days. He already has decided to with- 
draw from next week’s Soper 9 event in 
Monte Carlo. Unless he changes plans, 
his next tournament wifi be toe Italian 


Open in Rome from May 10 to May 16- 
Instead of getting onto European red clay 
early to prepare for tbe French Open — 
the only Grand Slam he has not won — 
Sampras will once again get on it late. 

The French Open starts only eight 
days after the Italian Open ends. 

"This is not the way 1 wanted to start 
off my clay-court season, with an injury,” 
1 b said, “but sometimes you have to listen 
to your braty and be smart about it” 

After finishing No. 1 for a record sixth 
consecutive year, be skipped the year's 
first Grand Slam event, the Australian 
Open, to rest his body and psyche. 

"At the end of last year, I was miser- 
able,” Sampras said. "But l felt this was 
really the only chance for me to break 
this record, and I put so much pressure 
on myself that I wasn’t eating well or 
sleeping well” 

Since he returned to the tour in Feb- 
ruary, his results have hardly been re- 
assuring. He defaulted in toe semifinals 
in San Jose, California, with a sprained 
ankle and in three subsequent tourna- 
ments in the United States did not ad- 
vance past the quarterfinals. 

"I needed tire break,” Sampras said. 
"I felt like the pace I was going the last 
couple years, 1 was burning that candle 
pretty quickly, and after stressing over 
whether I should go to Australia, I de- 
cided not to and then told myself that I 
bad my break and was ready to go. But 
then all of a sudden it starts ail over 
again: not getting the results you want I 
was putting in the time and training in 


January, bat it’s not easy. And yon know 
the next couple years are gomg to be' 
interesting for me. They really are.” 
They will be "interesting” because 
Sampras is not certain that be wants to 
continue playing enough tournaments to 
remain in contention for No. 1. Under 
the new ranking system that will start in 
January, top players will be penalized if 
they don’t compete in the four Grand 
Slam events and the ATP Tour’s top nine 
events, known as the Super 9. 

"I’m not sure if I’m willing to play 
every Super 9 event,” he said. "I really 
want to have a schedule where I play 
when and where I want to play and not 
where I’m forced to play. Last year, I felt 
I had to play those tournaments at the end 
of the year to finish No. 1, but now that I 
got the record, is that what’s going to 
:p me driving and working hard? 


"I’ve analyzed this. When you have a 
lot of time off, you sit and think about 


your career and what I went through at 
the end of last year. How happy was I 
going throogh this? I’m not fighting for 
my life out there. I’m trying to achieve a 
goaL” 

Sampras still wants to win a French 
Open. He and coach Paul Annacone 
have decided that his best dunce is to 
attack the net with great regularity. 

“I think I realized I need to come in 
more,” he said. ‘These day-couriers 

don’t like guys (dipping and charging and 
serving and volleying. And it’s something 
I’m just going to do. To do it at Roland 
Garros, he will need to be healthy. 
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IN CONTROL — Ai Sogiyama of Japan tutting to Wynne Prakosya of 
Indonesia in the first round Wednesday at the Japan Open. Sugiyama, 
the No. 1 seed, won, 6-1, 6-3. In the men’s draw, Jens Kruppsclmd, a 
German ranked No. 101, upset the world No. 40, Michael Chang, 6-3, 6-4. 


A Top U.S. Rider Ready to Enjoy His ‘Downtime 5 


By Samuel Abt 

International Herald Tribune 


Top Gar Designer Dies 


MOTOR RACING Harvey 
Postlethwaite, the Formula One 
car designer, died of a heart attack 
Tuesday evening in Barcelona. He 
was 55. Postlethwaite was over- 
seeing a test session for the pro- 
totype Honda. 

In more than two decades in the 
sport, he designed cars for Hes- 
keth, Tyrrell, Wolf and Ferrari. 
His Ferraris won the constructors’ 
title in 1982 and 1983. ( Reuters ) 


PARIS — After three highly suc- 
cessful weeks of racing his bicycle over 
die roads of Italy. Belgium and France, 
George Hincapie is getting a chance to 
enjoy what he calls "downtime.” For a 
while, there will be no more battling die 
wind, rain and cobblestones, not to men- 
tion 180 or so rivals. 

Hincapie, though, will not be sitting 
near the sea in Spain, where he lives 
during die long season, or watching tele- 
vision at home in Charlotte. North Car- 
olina. By downtime he means a five-day 
race in Spain for bis U.S. Postal Service 
team.- • . . ■ 

"It’ll be so nice to be in a race where 
you’re not fighting for position every 
moment of tbe day,” he said before the 
Tour of Aragon began Wednesday. "I 
won’t have any pressure there. If I don’t 
want to go to my limit in a climb. I’ll just 
go easy — not easy, but find a good 
group where I’m not killing myself” 

That relatively soft life contrasts with 
his springtime campaign in the World 
Cup of prestigious one-day races, where 
Hincapie, the U.S. national champion, 
posted some of the best results of his 
career. He was ninth in Milan-San 
Remo. 21st in the Tour of Flanders and 
fourth in Paris-Roubaix a week lata-, 
adding up to 10th place overall in tbe 
World Cup standings. 

Competition continues Sunday with 
the Liege-Bas to gn e-Liege classic in 
Belgium, but Hincapie will skip it, re- 
turning to the circuit in the Amstel Gold 
Race in two weeks. 

Few riders participate in the Liege 
race after taking a pounding the Sunday 
before on the cobblestones of Paris- 
Roubaix. In addition, Hincapie raced on 
the Wednesday between Flanders and 
Paris-Roubaix, finishing fourth in the 
Ghent- W e velgem semi-classic. 

"Those World Cup races are so 


stressful,” he said. "People who are 
your friends, you don't even talk to them 
in those races. Maybe you say hello but 
hardly ever in the pack is there talking. 

"You’re always battling for position 
— I mean always. If it's not a climb 
coming up, it’s windy. The fust attacks 
come early and then it’s boom, boom, 
boom, boom. In Spain the races are hard, 
of course, but you always get your 
downtime.” 

Turning 26 late in Jane, Hincapie is in 
his sixth season as a professional after 
dominating races as an amateur in tbe 
United States. His progression has been 
steady and, as he nears a racer’s peak 
(rears, he has become more powerful and 


“I think every year I’m getting 
stronger.” he said. “Also, I’ve been 
happy with my form the last couple of 
weeks. I could have had even better 
results if a few little things had happened 
differently, l ike in Milan-San Remo, it 
was just a matter of positioning. I had a 
very strong finish — right after the line I 
was third,” instead of ninth at the finish 
line. 

"Another thing that helps is that the 
team's really been working for me,” be 
continued. "It’s nice in the first 100, 150 
kilometers when the team is looking out 
for me. I never had that before, a rider 


whose onl^job is to keep me out of 


trouble. 

rider. 


other years be was that 



Michele Bartoil 
oftheMapei 
team crossing 
the finish line 
through rain 
and wet snow 
Wednesday in 
theFleche 
Wallonne bike 
race. The 
Italian world 
No. 1 pulled 
away from 
Maarten Den 
Bakker of the 
Netherlands, 
wbo took 
second, at tbe 
end of tbe race 
as they climbed 
‘The WalL’ 


Pwnl fbWi tym Fum e* Pm i 


Previously. Hincapie built to a peak 
for the Tour de France in July, and the 
World Cap classics that follow it, bat 
this year his program was reshaped to 
emphasize the spring races. 

After the Amstel race, be will retnm to 
the United States for a three-week break, 
crane bade to Europe for' a couple of 
races and then start preparing to defend 
his national championship in Phil- 
adelphia early in Jane. 

That red, white and bine jersey with 
die white stars means a lot to Hincapie, 
who thought be won it in 1997 and then 
learned he had been disqualified because 
of actions by team officials. Last year be 
won the jereey and kept it 

‘-Even in the^vinter, when I'm- just - 
out training, it’s so important for me to 
be Wearingthe jersey, _ he said. "I try to 
do well in big races -wearing iL I’ve 
always wanted to wear it” 

Another jersey he covets is the yellow 
one that the leader of the Tour de France 
wears. Hincapie came within two 
seconds of earning the jersey in the last 
Tour, but admits that his future is more in 
tbe one-day classics than in three-week 
stage races. 

‘‘In the next couple of years, he can 
become one of the best classics riders,” 
said Fred MengonL who has sponsored 
the G.S. Mengoni racing team in New 
York City for 25 years and who helped 
guide Greg LeMond, Mike McCarthy 
and Hincapie. “He’s developing the 
strength, what he needs now is the con- 
fidence.” 


Hincapie agreed that confidence was 
vital and said he was working on it. "I 


definitely gained confidence this spring. 
If you go into a race thinking, ‘This is pot 
my style, this is not my tiring,’ you’re 
already 50 percent less than tile other 
riders. If you come in, *1 think I can win 
tins,' that does a lot.” 

Now, after his breakthrough spring, 
he is beginning to think "I can win 
this.” 


Michael Owen 
Is Sidelined 
With Injury 


CjnfOedbsiOrSefFniin Dnpeichet 

Liverpool said Wednesday that 
Michael Owen, the star striker for tbe : 
chib arid for England, will be out of 
action for fee rest of the league sea- 
son because of a hamstring injury. 

The teenager, wbo hurt his leg in 
a scoreless league draw at Leeds on . 
Monday, could be out of action for 
up to three months. That means 
Owen will miss the dab’s remain- . 
ing matches and is doubtful for Eng- 
land's European qualifiers against 
Sweden and Bulgaria in Jane. . . 

youth, world cup Ghana, fee 
African champion, advanced to fee 
quarterfinals of fee youth world 
championship on Wednesday, beat- 
ing Costa Rica, 2-0, in Kadona, Ni- 
geria. Ghana will play its quarterfi- 
nal match Sunday against the win- 
ner of Thursday’s battle between 
Spain and fee United States. 

In another match on Wednesday, 
host Nigeria scraped into the 
quarterfinals by beating Ireland on 
penalties after die match ended 1-1. 
Nigeria will play its quarterfinal 
against the winner of the Mah-Cam- 
eroon match to be played Thursday. 

ITALY The Italian league's dis- 
ciplinary panel fined AS Roma and 
Lazio of Rome fee combined equiv- 
alent of about $25,000 Wednesday 
because racist signs were displayed 
in the stands during fee clubs’ match 
on Sunday. 

Lazio also learned feat its captain 
and best defender, Alessandro 
Nesta, would be suspended fra three 


games for a rough tackle on Roma 
Totti and an ensuing 


star Francesco 
argnroeot wife fee referee. 

(AP, AFP, Reuters) 







i 



W • ■ 


flu 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


R 


Funding Problems’ 

Fax BANCOR Teds v'. 
[532: 510-9284 ' 
vV.V'.y bsc com pn 


Personals 


IUY TO SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
be adored, gtoflad. toned S prawned 
Svauateut the swrfd, non I mew. Sa- 
cred Heart oi Jesus pray lor us. a Ate, 
writer ot mattes, pray to i& a Jute, 
helper of the hopeless pray tor us. 

Abmi Sh fcs prayer 9 fines a day. By 
me Sth day your prayer vl be an* 
sawed. It has new been know to tsL 
Puttaim insi be p a nted. SP A0. 


Announcements 


Stcralb ^ca&fc^ fcribtinc 


no ciMixraiMita > 


SUBSCRIBER CUSTOMER SERVICE; 
For quesfians or queries about the dte- 

eiy of yew naspaper, 9 b Ofius of yw 

absrilio/i or tboi ordering a subscrip- 
tion. please cal llw feUwrfnq numbers: 
EUROPE, HD01£ EAST MB AH9CA: 
TOLL FREE ■ Ambit 0680 B1Z0 Bel- 
gium 00f»0 4 448 7827 DMHT* 
00800 4 448 7827 ftjMM ODBOO 4 448 
7827 ternary 00800 4 448 7827 Graf 
Oft*! OOBOO 4 448 7827 &9Kt fpBfd 
cafi) (01) 529 9060 Wmd 00800 4 448 
7827 JSrasI (pad cafi) 03 5121750 tty 
187 780040 LmntOUS 0800 2703 
fefterfands OOBOO 4 448 7827 fenny 
00800 4 448 7327 9mfen 020 797039 
SHtertetfOXlOO 4 448 7827 Bsewtm 
(*33} 1 4t 439 381 THE AMERICAS; 
USA (KttflB) 1-800022884 EMm 


(+1) 212 7523890 ASIA; Hong Rom 
2922 1171 indues* (6221) 71792061 


38720 


(raWree) 0120 4S4 027 Km 
0044 MtoqafiB) 8812814 P» 


Legal Services 


DIVORCE INI DAT. No WWflL Write: 
Bn 377, Subtly. UA 01776 USA T A 
9794438387, Fat 978M430163. 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


kallbacS> 


New Lower Rotes! 

Call the U.S. from: 

France 20C 

Germany 21 C 

Italy 25C 

Japan 21 c 

U.K 15$ 


No Depod ■ No MHraum 
No Sat Up Fees • No VAT 


Instant Activation 
Ifcmirad 6 -Second Eiiirng 
24-Hour Customer Service 


Agents cal 1.20M79 JW? 


Tel: 1 .206.376 1 962 
U.S.: 1 .300.965.1626 
=cx: 1.206.376.1963 
’.v w w. xaliback.com 
Email: info -kailback.com 


Business Opportunities 


OFFSHORE COW AWES, fir fees bo 
ctara votes relation 44 1B1 741 
1224 Fax: 44 181 748 65508338 

mnupphtanau* 


Business Services 


Wnrtt m 4848 Sngtpon 325 0335 
56 TAaborf 277 4485 


Taiwan 7753456 

1 (+852) 28221171 


TOUR OFFICE M L0W0N 
Band Steel - ItaL Phone, Fax. Tain 
re 44 171 290 9000 Fat 171 489 7517 


Business Travel 


latflosiaesi Class Racial Traders 
VlkrtMte. Up to 50% <AKo coupons, 
na restrictors. Imperial Canada Tel: 
1-514-341-7227 Fax 1-614-341 -7898. 
e-ma3: ffyOinperialamsutetfsxom 
b8pJI»»te.wyBilali:oiur*iuts.uuui 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Paris Area Furnished 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSES 


Ftmstnd apaAbsfe, 3 raortte or mm 
or urtuntstad, retoatH areas. 


Tel: +33 

Fee +33 


42 25 32 25 

45 63 37 09 


Switzerland 


BESIK iUBJffl FUBWSHH7 apM- 
msrts. From stufios to 4 bulimia . Tat 
+41 22 735 6320 Fat *41 22 736 2871 


HoSdays and Travel 


BKRSXBLE MR FARE TO NY 
tram Pais 995F H.T. rand top 
on sale unS 17th Apri any, tor trad 
ton 1BM3 May, 258i Uay-3CCi May, 
M Xne&i June and 8ft Jtro-tt Ju* 
USIT CONNECT Td *33(0)1 42441400. 


Employment 


Educational Positions Available 


LANGUAGE SCHOOL M PARS 
OMompam Saining is looking for 
epaianced u£di trades, spotted 
bi bating end financial Encfeti 
7+31 (Hi <4 83 05 20. 


Internet address: 

htipJ/wwwUitcom 



Appeare every Monday in The IntennariccL 
To advertise contact 


Soaya Broadhead 
in our London office, 
TcL: +44 171 5105725 
Fax: +44 171 9873462 
or your nearest tHT office 
or representative. 



THE WORLD'S DAILY NEWSPAPER 


Escorts & Guides 


ALL ABOUT 
EVE 


Tt£ ESCORT SERVICE 

WmOUT COUPROMSE 


LONDON 


0171 581 4888 

NTHNAT10NM. 

CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


m °s, 


SOCIETY 

Ttw Host Protigto* Ewart Agency 
Executive Service Wwttwide 


Festen, Gtoiw 
8CM Mod* 


in London. Esatfehad to 
BnaNb.WBR.USA.Pfi* 


Lades 


Tel: 444(0] 171 266 1033 or 
444(0)71)00 444476 


mnmmmmt 

BELGIUIRUX9t60UR»)K 


++31-2MZ7 28 27 

Zarieh-C— iiaDeitoDina. 
Fnmrtui WuhriM rrlnym ouai- 
0»ddort46«ieWtoobur3eaSn- 
Dm* rtnt— p + Lateabaw 
“ 77MVS. SSJVJCE BOaflBSS" 




COSMOS Escort j 


■cue Cad* 


foteirxtfonctf 

ESCORTS. 


WORLDMK 


Wort* lop ‘a teroaBo oi l bcsuBes 

New York US i 


0FRCE8KTL- 


MODEL LINK 


STYLE IS CHEATS) H TO MIC 

ns STCCT M THE PRESENTATION 


++ 

WIT! 


822 

. London 


H7TC ESCORT SERVICE ' ISTANBUL 
IRAN*ffldT/U.yATONS¥An$ 
BfWSSasnjEHIAHT^WflZmAND 
COTE D'AZUR'SCAIOBIAVIA'SPABI 
Tefe +38 (0)335 619 8438 Cndl Car* 


ESCORT SB M CPP RN A TBBBCf tfcl 
emSWPHER 
USA (212) 877-9255 
MATTHEW 
USA (212) 5BHI72 


PARIS 

GENEVA Escorts ++41 79 637 7694 


ULAN ESCORT SERVICE 
*39 (0)368 412214 



ALL EUROPE HHDY^ MGH SOCIETY 
Vtara. Paris, Rmeo, liuncta, 

Zurich. Geneva, Fiattrt. DaacaBUorf 
Ir&mB&jnBf Escort £ Trad Sente 
Vienna ++43-1-535 41 04 el end carts 

CMLSEA ESCORT SERVICE 
51 Beaxtaap Ptoca, London SW1 
Tte 0171-684 6513 

" Escort 4 travel service - 

AI SHtzaferti - HI Top Lacies 
DuaseHort 1 area ■ Eteqam Bknda 
wan A ftriea - Ytan orient Susam 
++41 (78} 407 0831 AU erta cams 

"“■ZURICH ■ GENEVA- BSUF** 
«SHSL- FRANKFURT - MIAN 
GARBHA ESCORT AGENCY " 

Tet 0041-848 80 70 77 -CM Cart ■ 

CORPORATE BCORT AGENCY Top 
gttw models to m caare serein 
I* «A" 736 88837 0181 40B 2967 
Bnai fitoflpmiataiteiteaiB 

PANS ESCORTS 
+812W78M21 

gfah baaray^ 2 < hrpftge eicat ante 
In Into. 07091 006 008. CreS cads. 

^JS^®*** WEANS * ESCORTS _ 
ta Ofeneroas sente to Ifa « Het 

re+31 W 2064 02 606 or M Q 2 m 

ASM* aStOPEAH IIODEL 
[WLVSUISSETAHISmE ITAZim 
Beal, Serna Tet +29®339 498 9504 

‘ ^W^aGLOSMcas Gates 
fa” Sew® 0 Helena 0783 063 8331 
ttttta EBtt eifoiGoddesQaBecycom 

‘BRUSSELS* 

Sanctons, Qasqr Ebqm Sante 
re+azz^i.K 


Earapw JET SET 4 VBMA * PARS 
HNBA’IKMafKOLfnEW YORK 

ROtCVUN’DUSSLMfFLOffiXM ‘ 
Noth ++43-1.710 60 55 Escort Sente 


BMinvcusivi ft 

Metis entasm .. 
re 629 708 071, 


FRAKFURT KIEHLIGHTr 

huwfwt ktl escort 'sbivks: 8 
PUMECAUiO 


RMMKFURT AMD SURROUNDINGS 
n?!5“ Jwrt A Wde Senice 
TflL *4&H[P9619&67 03 25 


Bra ram ■ 

BUTTERFLY Escort Sorts 

Tel: 0041 22 731 90 81 


Q0EVA PRETTY WOMAN 



•_ i 
i 

• 1 




4 

f 


i 


i 


K 


MGH LFE • VIENNA ’24 fen. 


•yi DC Bfn Silk Escort senin dm 
1987. re +31ffl20 822 2783420 3827- 


Q«WL Tet 079 7336 2079 


•WORD (kAMOUR — " 

«ttn#L Tat +3M13 738 638 ! 


CfiSfT CARDS. Tefc +344133KL588 '■ 


b»te 017) 584 897? / 


(0)78 


PRIVATE A 
Santa, ft*.. 
W171 371 


SanfcerftaJ^f )**»&«* 





jg gwraii 

* 2 u RICH 4 


toon Smn> 
Tel: mo iZX 


if 


: 079/403 SsT 



















































INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 1999 


PAGE 19 


SPORTS 


-Hi. 



McGwire Swats 2 Homers to Regain ’98 Pace 


I 

I 


Thg Aswd awd Press 
' Mark McGwire is not chasing 
JRoger Maris anymore. He is chas- 
fing himself. 

i On Tuesday, McGwire caught 
lup with his record-g etting lw8 
yace when he hittwo home nms as 
ithe St. Lotos Cardinals beat Pitts- 
burgh, 4-Z 

Z* McGwire has four homers in 
•wven games, the same as in 1998, 
>ben he hit 70. 

“That’s in the past. Let’s talk 
•about this year,’' McGwire said. 

I '‘This is the game of baseball, 
;it’s not a home rnn game. I do 
•what I can to help the ballchib. If I 
‘don't hit any home runs, it’s ho 
jbigdeal.” 

; Oh, but it is a big deal to the 
If ans — even in visiting ballparks. 
’The Pirates began the night in the 
jnaccustomed role of division 
•leaders, yet many of the 19,724 
jfens raced for the exits in the ninth 
•inning after McGwire walked for 
Jibe third time.- They h ad greeted 
The first two walks, both inteo- 
•tional after ' doubles by Edgar 
, ‘Renteria, with lengthy boos. 


‘ ‘They have to understand it*s a 
game of baseball,” said Mc- 
Gwire. "The Peaces are trying to 
win a game. If that means walking 
me to get to somebody else, I 
accepts. • - 

"The fans are going to have to 
accent it, too. -This is not an in- 
dividual sport”. 

McGwire hit the first pitch he 
saw from Pete Schoorek into the 
left-field seats in the Hist inning. 

' He started die fifth by lifting 
another sinlrin g fastball over die 
400-foot mark in centra - and into 
the covered outfield seats. 

“They w ere decent pitches to 
any other hitter in the league — 
but he’s not any other hitter in die 
league,” Schonrek said. 

“Everybody knows he’s a 
good low-ball bitter. He’s tough 
to pitch to. I didn’t even get a 
chance to throw him ary of my 
breaking staff.” 

" Overshadowed by McGwire’s 
big night was a rare steal of home 
plate by a catcher, die Car dinals ’ 
Eli Marrero. He'accomplished it 
in the fourth as Scbourek bounced 


a pitch in the (hit just as Bot- 
tpnfigM was squaring around on 
an apparent suicide squeeze. 

PfomnntgiaHre 7, Dodgara 0 

Dante Powell’s run-scoring doa- 
ble capped a three- run rally in die 

lAHSAiltOSMttBy 

16th inning as Arizona won die 
longest, game in its two-season 
history. 

The Diamondbacks, who lost 
twice to Los Angeles last week in 
extra innings, tome five hours, 14 
minutes to win dns one at home. 

Asim 7, Oferta 3 Mike Hamp- 
ton improved to 7-0 lifetime 
against San Francisco, while 
Houston stole seven bases to win 
on the road. The steals set up two 
runs. 

Bramn a. Expo* « Marquis 
Grissom hit his sixth career home 
run against his farmer t«*m, and 
Milwaukee sent Montreal to its 
fourth straight loss. 

The game drew only 5,589 
fans, die smallest at Olympic Sta- 
dium since Oct 3, 2990, when 


4J262 saw the season finale. The 
Expos had a near-sellout crowd of 
43,918 for their borne opener last 
week 

Devil Rays b, Blue Jays S 

Canada’s American League team 
drew a crowd of 23,710, ns small- 
est ever at the Toronto Sky Dome. 
The previous low crowd was 
25,446 on May 10, 1996. 

Kevin Stocker’s two-run triple 
keyed a five-run fifth inning that 
sent Tampa Bay to its first victory 
in Toronto. 

Texas 15, M e raser* a Ivan 
Rodriguez hit a three-run homer 
in the first inning, a two-run single 
in the second and bis first career 
grand slam in the third. 

The All-Star catcher set a 
Texas record with nine runs bat- 
ted in — die most in the majors 
since 1996 — as die Rangers won 
in Seattle. 

Rodriguez went wild at the 
KJogdome, the same place where 
Mike Greenwell drove in nine 
runs for Boston on Sept. 2. 1996. 

Johnny Oates. Texas’s man- 
ager, took Rodriguez out in the 


eighth. His replacement. Gregg 
Tann , batted with two runners on 
in the ninth and walked. 

Yankees e, Orioles 3 Troo Mar- 
tinez’s grounder hit the third-base 


bag for a key double in the eighth 
inning, and New York turned the 
hicky bounce into its sixth straight 
victory over visiting Baltimore. 

Rather than an inning - raiding 
groundout, Martinez’s ball 
hopped over Cal Ripken's head. 
Arthur Rhodes then threw a wild 
pitch that put the Yankees ahead 
3-2, and Jorge Posada followed 
with a three-run homer. 

Rsd Sox a. Whies Sox O Bret 
Sabechagen pitched 6 % scoreless 

inning s and Jose Offsr man hit a 

two-run triple as Boston won its 
home opener. 

Athlotics 3, Angsts 2 Mike 
Oquist, promoted from the minors 
earner in the day, pitched six solid 
innings as Oaklan d beat visiting 
Anaheim. 

The victory was the 2.500th for 
the Athletics since moving to 
Oakland from Kansas City in 
1968. 
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5hm BnURften* 

Fernando Vina of Milwaukee after being struck by a pitch 
thrown by Javier Vazquez of Montreal, as the Brewers won, 8-4: 
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Faniyas Sabcitwpen. Low# Oh Gatorta-©) , 
and Voritak. W Sntatrh og w rv M. 
L-Poh^l-WHR-BoriwvOlXtxrCD. 
i Tanpo Bey TW BS0 OOM IS • 


Toronto 020 BN MO— 6 n B 
WBt RlWWto CSS. Ma«* O), R.Hemandra 
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t«. Plttexngb, ICYaang O). 

Houston ODD m 103-7 12 1 
‘ teFkaska M0 200 MV-3 * 1 

Hampton J. Pa we* CBO raid AWasteyi 
Ortta, DH Ton Oh (LRodrfpMZ CBV Tavaraz 
(83 and SeivaM Mayno 09. W— Hampton 1. 
I. L-Orttz 1-1. 5V-J. PowoB ' O). 
HR»— Hoaston, Daflefl CD Scr Fwnckca 
Bands 03. 

Padpors M0 Ml OI2 *■* *0* 2—* 11.. 1 . 
MAM OM n XQOB M0 0M , 3-72T 2 

.VWdMMMooka (A, NUto OD. Stew Oh 
MBdd an. P. Batten CM) and Handfcy, 
LoDacn Offl; Reynold B- XAndmwr CO. 
Hotom tO. Oban OK, SwMel 0», 


OxwkKud 04) andOJWfet W— Osoalnord 
VC.L MtoJd 0-1. HRo-ias Angeles. Shog. 
fieM C2>. Arizona JBM 2 (0. StemB 01. 

J ADAMEEfi LEAOUKS 


W L T Pet 66 

Chanfdri 9 0 — 1-000 — 

Htesttfna 5 5 - SX3 AS 

YafcnO 4 4 — 300 AS 

HansMn 3 6 — 333 *0 

Yatotasaa 3 « — XS3 dO 

Yoastori 2 5 — 38S &0 

Ktohrisu 6 A — M — 

Nippon Ham 5 4 — .556 05 

Ortc 5 5 — 500 1J) 

SeQsa 5 5 — 500 1A 

Lotto 4 5 - 444 15 

Date 4 5 — .400 10 

■MMMT miHX* 
CENTRAL LEAOUS 

ChunkM11,Yaiadl6 
Wrasttna Bl YomtoiK 10 Imbigs 
Yakotenta d HansMn 3 

PACIFIC LEAGUE 
Ktotabu Z SeBai 0 
Nippon Hans Id DaM 6 
Ustts d Otto 4 


EASKETBALL 


NBA Stamhmos 


ATLANTIC OVtSXJN 


Sen Antonio 

25 

12 

577 

4 

Hoasfcm 

24 

13 

549 

5 

Mbmanta 

21 

17 

5 S3 

tv- 

Dotes 

12 

25 

324 

17 

Denver 

11 

27 

389 

18* 

Vancoover 

7 

31 

.184 

22% 


PACNtC DfVISIOM 


x- Portend 

29 

8 

384 

— 

ULLateM 

25 

15 

525 

5* 

Seattle 

18 

18 

500 

1(M 

Phoenb 

18 

20 

A7A 

11H 

Saauncato 

17 

21 

-447 

12* 

Goktoa State 

1* 

21 

432 

13 

LA Capers 

* 

31 

.1*2 

23 



w 

L 

Pd 

G8 

Oriando 

2B 

10 

337 

— 

NUaml 

25 

11 

494 

2 

New York 

21 

17 


7 

PMIadetobta 

19 

18 

514 

8* 

Boston 

14 

23 

378 

13* 

Weshtogton 

14 

23 

378 

13* 

New Jersey 

ID 

27 

370 

17* 


CSfnULDWIUON 


InrSaoa 

25 

13 

558 

— 

Detroit 

22 

16 

579 

3 

AUteaukea 

21 

1* 

566 

3* 

Atlanta 

22 

17 

564 

3* 

Oevaiand 

19 

18 

514 

5* 

Taranto 

18 

18 

500 

* 

Cborktfe . 

7* 

30 

544 

8 

CMoeg* 

10 

28 

363 

15 

| 

w® 

OOMrEST DIVISION 

i 


W 

L 

Pd 

CB 

x-Utoh 

29 

8 

384 

— 


s-cftichc d ptoyott berth 

rflllWnilllll 23 22 21 *— 77 

Ctoootesd 2* 12 2* 20- S* 

W: SMcktaid 5-13 7-10 m Rkhnsond 5-1* 
54 17rC:KompM4 14-1532, PenonO-173- 

(Wo* f 

Oevetaod 59 (Kemp 17). tekb 
Wasteigtoa 12 Ctriddond 7h Cleveland 22 

(KflWtfm. 

PiTaibtoMo U 10 17 25- » 

Mow York 2* 22 20 23-91 

P: Hashes 2-7 8-10 1Z hrenan 4-1* 2-4 11; 
N.Y4 Thomas 0-13 2-3 1Z Johnson *10 34 
17. Rcteaads: PtdtadatoMa 4* Oversea 
RakVO. New Ywk 47 (Dudtoy 7). AsststK 
PtdtaddpMa 10 Ovwson 4L New York 19 
(Ward 5). 

Chicago It 1* 20 28-74 

Mate 20 34 15 21—90 

C: Kufcoc 9-22 7-8 2& Harper 7-12 06 1 & 
LaRee*1004 1& M: MouralnB*l27-ia 1% 
Hadaoray 59 54 Id ReteuteK Oitaage 42 
(KutatcVL Marti 48 (Mourning 10). Assbfes 
Odcago 15 (Harpw7X MJwnl 25 (Hoteaway 
7). 

ULIAn 22 15 21 21-0* 

Portland 31 27 25 30-113 

Lakaw SJTNerd 9-1* *13 2* Bryant 7-19 
*72* P: 8toodno**7-l2 0-0 1* Rider *93- 
« 1* —teatete Lotos 51 CSJJNert 14). 
Portend 58 (Grant ffl. Assists: Lakers 17 
(Ftdwr 7), Portend 23 (Stoodatee fl. 
Altoato 25 23 11 18-84 

MB w tekH 24 24 19 21-91 

A: Mutoaste 88 5* 2], Blayladc *24 0-0 
lto Ak IXCarry *17 0420, RoMrwm *142-2 
18L Uteisaadsi Atenta 51 (Motombo 11L 
MAwouteo 38 [EJatem O. Antes: 
Atlanta 20 (Biayfadi 7). (Wlwootocr 25 
(Workman 11). 

Sar AMsMa 21 27 21 17- •* 

Dates 2* 19 21 24-92 

SJL: RaUssan5-11 12-15 2Z Duncan 9-17 
3*71;D: FMay 9-1* **2& Trent 7-11 4-10 


1& RMaatec San Antonio 54 (Dunoon 11), 
DoHas 59 {Noodtitd 13). Asdsb: Son Antonio 
20 (Johnson 5), Dates 22 (Natti 13. 

New Jersey 24 29 21 27-101 

ULOppon 29 29 31 20-109 

HJj Von Hon 9-19 14-1*33 Martefy 9-22 
*3 2Z Ckppers Murray 7-1 1 *422. NestoyT- 
125420. imiteib New Jersey 46 (Pefck 
15), CBppea 49 (Taylor 13. Assists New 
Jersey 15 (MwtswyS). CBppets 17 (Dou^rw 
«. 

Utte 3* IS 25 25 10-105 

Saamoato 21 19 35 18 5-100 

lh Motona 1*22 *11 30 Russefl 9-17 1-2 
2* S: Wteanaea 7-15 7-7 2Z Dirac *1754 
17. Rebounds: Utah 48 {Makme 10L 
terankttedB (WcbtarldZ AwMsr Utah 29 
(9tad*so9). Saaawtflto 21 (Webber 8). 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHLStammngs 


ATLANTIC DIVteON 
W L T Ph 
y- New Jersey 44 24 11 99 

»PHfadefphia 36 25 19 91 

x-PMsbuigh 37 20 14 80 

N.Y.ROT0WS 33 37 10 7* 

N.Y. Islanders 23 47 10 5* 

NORTHEAST DWIMON 
W L T Ph 
y-Ottowa 44 23 13 Iff 1 

X-TBTOrtD 44 29 7 95 

x-Bomna 3* 26 17 89 

x-BrteH 37 29 13 87 

Montreal 31 38 11 73 

SOUTHEAST DtVtSRMt 
■ IT Pb 


W L T Ph Gf GA 
50 17 12 112 231 1*2 
38 29 12 88 197 187 
35 32 12 82 208 19* 
31 32 17 79 193 18* 
30 44 5 6S 181 21* 


z-OaBas 50 17 12 

x-Phoenb 38 29 12 

s-Anaheim 35 32 12 

x-Sai Jose 31 32 17 

LasAnBeks 30 44 5 

Mlncted playaff berth 
r-efloched division tee 
z-dhebed conference We 


Bum 110 8-2 

PhBaitalphia 10 18-2 

Rnt Pertat P-UOoIr 41 (Dastadlns) 
(pp). 2. B-Rassiussen 3 (SmeMlk. 
Sanderson) Second Pet to* B-SraehOk 3 
(Pear. Rasmussen) TfcM Perto* P-LeQatr 
42 (BrtnffAmoat DeskmBns) OwrHmn 
None. Shots aapeaCB- *3-7-0— 15.P- 10-11- 
11-1-33. Goose* B-Hosek. P- 
VonUesbroock. 

Mootoeb 10 18-2 

TbopoBoy 10 18-3 

Fkst Potto* Tampa Todcer21 OCublna) 
7X7. 2. M-. Stevenson 9 (ZhoBok, Ulanov) 
Second Petto* None. Third Pwto* M- 
Savapo 14 (Kabu 2abm) 4. T4CkM na 9 
(CuBmore. Stronger) Overtteo: None. Steb 
an gate M- 74-1*4—27. T- 9-7-5-1—22. 
Goofies: M-HDdtet T-WOdrson. 


y-Ora*na 

Florida 

Washfciiten 

TampoBay 


33 30 16 82 
28 34 18 74 

31 43 * *8 
19 53 8 46 


y-DWnto 
x-St Louts 
Odcago 


yCakxeda 

x-Edmoteon 

Odgaty 

Vancoover 


CBfmALDnmaN 
W L T Pis 

42 31 7 91 
34 32 13 81 

. Z7 41 12 ** 
28 44 7 <3 

NORTHWEST DtVBKMt 
W L T Pb 

43 2* 10 9* 

n 31 37 12 74 

38 39 12 *8 
23 4* 12 58 


C R I C K E T 


AUSnUUlAVB- WtSI MDBS 
n c or r n rrur hatch 

WkOMMAV M ST aeoMFS. OREZtADA 
Australia: 2884 In 50 avers. 


ITMCW 

8 tondkrs> tor Ryrtar Cup ateriwo Sey& 
24-28 olTho Country Club In BreokHnaktae- 
oachueotto: 

EUROPE 

1. Coin Montgomwla ScoC *48084 pokds. 

2. Jane Marla OkoabaL Spate *17354. 

1 Lee Westwood, entemd, *2i*0& 

4. Migoe)Angel Jkotnea, Spain, 3419X1. 

5. Dairen Omfca N. Irekmd, 3^8549. 

6. Sven Strew, Germany, Z660M. 

7. Ales CCpa Germany. 243L94. 

* David Howe* England, 240*80. 


9. Bomhmd Longer, Germany, 2J4753. 
1& Andrew Coltat Scatend. 2J2&93. 

1 1 . Robert Kartsoan, Sweden, 2422£7. 

12. Pah* S Inland. Sweden. 2,154.37. 
HJanno Sandela Sweden, ZWai s. 

14. Steve Wefastoc Entemd ),97a5a 

15. John Blctotoa England, 1.973419. 

UWTBD STATES 

1. Davtd Duval 1J27JOO. 

2. Tiger Woods. 861305. 

3. Davte Love 111, 850930. 

A. MarkO*Meora, 837500. 

5. JbnFuryk. 550500. 

6. Payne Stewart 53250* 

7. Fred Couples, 491250. 

B. Jefl AAaggerl 485JXXX 
9. John Hwtoiv 474583 

10. PM Mtafcnbon, 4604)00. 

11. Steve Shtakeo 447500. 

12. Juste Leonard, 439575. 

IX Hal Sutton, 436^5* 

14. Bob Estes, 43Si»a 
IX Steve Pate, 41*214. 


SOCCER 


Ycmith World Cup 


Nlgerioa Iretand 0.1-1 after extra Itme. 
Nigeria won on penalty kicks. 

M KAHUNA. MtCBOA 
GtwnX Costa Rica 0 

Dirrai near mvwom 

AZAtenaorX NAC Breda 0 

bum cup 

SEM TI ALf — X 

PSV Eindhoven 1, Fortune Sktard 3 

iUMCH msr MviMoa 

Rennes 2, RC Lens 0 

stamp nice- Bordeonx 62 points; Mar- 
sette 61.- Lyon 5X Rennes 50; Monaco 4* 
Nantes41; Lens41;Montpeffler37; Basfla33; 
Auxerre 3b Parts-SG 32: Nancy 31: Stras. 
bowg 3* Metz 3* La Havre 29: Loitent 2tt 
Toulouse 2k Sodwn 2X 


Timxmml Bayern Munich 61 pakdc 

Bayer Leverkusen d&Knlsefstoutem 48: Hen 

the Bette 44; VfL Wolfsbuig 43. BorissJa 
DortmirefXtTSV i860 Munich 37; Hamburg 
SV3S: VtB Stuttgart 32; Sdiallur 04 31; MSV 
Dirtsbutg 3* Werder Bremen 29; SC Fretturg 
27; VTL Bodwm 27; Nuremberg 27; EUractri 
Frankfurt 23; Kdteo Rostodt 23; Bar. 
MoenchengkxiteCii 15. 


TRANSITIONS 


VIB Stottgwt 6 Nuremberg 0 
ElntiacM FranUart a VfL Wetfsbuni I 
Werder Bremen 6 Homborg SV 0 
SdraBte Ml, Hama Rostock 0 
Kakantotitem X Bayem Munich 1 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

la. aWEts-SIgned G Troy Hudson to 
mutttyearcordrOcL 

HEW JOSEY— Signed F David Vaughn to 
lBdaycontrad. 

Philadelphia — P ul F George Lynch an 
Infered DsL Acflvated F Ride Mahom tram 
ln|ured0(L 

WASHIHSTON— Put F Juwon Howard oa 
in{are<] BsL Adtvalod F Tracy Moray from 
tewed 1st. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

CAMUNA— Signed WR Patrick Jeffers to 
an otter sheet. 

chkaso— S igned DT Paul Gnnmanls to I- 
year contract. 

DPI VIA sig n ed DE Cari Reeves. 

Detroit— S igned OT Barrett Brooks to 2- 
yaar contract and WR Freddie Scott. Re- 
signed DL Andre Johnson. 

WDIANAPOUS— Retoaud RB Lamonl 
Wwren rmd WR Aaron Bteey. 

MIAMI— Re-signed RB Kartm Ahdut-Ja* 
bar, FB Stanley Prtteturlt and DE Stmne Bur- 
ton to 1 -year canhacfs. 

MINNESOTA— Signed TE Crelester 

Crumpfer. 

itr. jets— S igned CB Ray Mkkens. 

Philadelphia— A poed to terms with TE 
Jamie Asher on 3-yeor contract Signed DT 
Sieve Martin and S TJ. Cantteghani to 1- 
yearamirad. 

XT. Louis— Signed OL Andy McCatem. 

TAMM my— A greed to terras with LB JeR 
Gooch on *i*ar contract. 

(OUStl 

OHIO VALLEY C0NFCBENCE— Suspended 
Tennessee ^ TectrsVrtkan Solar hr Smatches 
and GustavoCastra tar 4 matches and Ante 
Peays Stew Witte for 2 malcbes aid Marcus 
Ruiseheand Povel LevHonus ) match each 
for the* parte In fight during April * tennis 
not*. 

ST. Johns— A nnou nc ed F Ron Artest will 
fangoe his Ante 2 years at eflgtbOliy to dedwe 
for NBA draft. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 




YOU mw emu, I UJA 5 JUST THINKING 0 UT,TUEN,U)UATIF CATCUER 5 HAVE 
BASEBALL IS A REAL HOW DIFFERENT THIS HE HAP MAKRIEP o TD 0 MUCH TIME 
THINKING GAME.. WORLD M! 6 HT SE IF eJWJHTTA 60 ICCIARD 1 ? | TO THINK. 

-ill 7 , — BEETHOVEN HAD MARRIED I JUST DON'T KNOW 5 

ANTOHlE BRSJTANO.. ^ ! 44 




GARFIELD 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 

i*w asje icw sojw abdutI i RiRgcsr 

MrtNW? CEULDHt tX) Ftt© tSJR WS8CT KT IfSECT 
AIL TME BUSS 1CM HES® CCUBCriOW?? CQUECfiON/ 
WLlQURlKSECTOXlfiOICkl? life WETWtoH. QH,ND^ 

0 1 ©Jo 


WIZARD of ID 



GUKX? BO HMt MOGEnr. 1 
NM8E tXJ CAN KALE iT 
GfcK BEFORE TOE 9CUCOL 
8os axes; wnec/ ow. # 


HO, UWS fofiODT IT 
MOT WHAT ENTIJZEirrf 

I KEAKT. ^ 

WEIP ME 'f 

RHD SC*4E ' 

AHTS. 
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TBCT SC8AMKED BOBO OANE 
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ART BUCHWALD 


Policing for the Polite 



Buchwald 


N EW YORK — The po- 
lice here have been 
ordered to be polite. They are 
even carrying cards that tell 
them what lo say to citizens. 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani says 
that if the police arc polite, 
city dwellers 
will respond In 
kind. 

I‘ve set up 
several situa- 
tions that might 
occur if every- 
one was nice to 
each other. 

“Sir. were 
you thinking of 
holding up this bank?" 

•‘Yes, officer. That is what 
I had in mind." 

“If you did that. I would 
have to arrest you and bring 
you to justice." 

“1 agree that it will put you 
to a great deal of troublc/but 
as John Diliinger once said. 
'A bank is the only sure place 
where the money is.' " 

“Sir. what had you planned 
to do with the gun you are 
holding in your hand?” 

“i was going to use it to 
frighten the employees." 

“That's not a good idea. It's 
against the law to point a gun at 
somebody. If you did so. 1 
would have to read sou your 
rights, which include hiring a 
lawyer — and you know what 
they charge. It's more than > ou 
can get from robbing the bank. 


If you will excuse me for a 
moment I just saw someone 
go through a red light" 

□ 

“Forgive me for asking, 
but w hy did you go through a 
red light?” 

“That's a dumb question. 1 
went through the light be- 
cause i didn't see it.” 

"Nothing to be ashamed 
of. sir. Many of us spend our 
Jives not seeing red lights.'' 

"You are a very under- 
standing policeman." 

"All New York City po- 
licemen are understanding. 
We fee! people’s pain. If 
you'll excuse me. 1 see sev- 
eral gentlemen stealing a 
BMW from the curb." 

" ‘ All right Please put that 
car back where you found it. 
Don't you know it’s a crime 
lo take someone else's trans- 
portation in the confines of 
New York City?" 

"We didn't know that, of- 
ficer. We thought if you 
found an automobile on the 
street and it was unoccupied, 
it was yours." 

“You've been misin- 
formed. 1 must charge you 
with car theft." 

“O.K.. but I have a right to 
make one phone call. Do you 
have change for a dollar?” 

"Here is a quarter from my 
ow n pocket. I pray the person 
you are culling is in. ” 


Ancient Roman Ships Found 


. Isrift i- c-Preae 

R OME — Italian archaeologists have unearthed eight 
wooden Roman ship* from a site near Pisa. The vessels 
date from the first century B.C. to the fifth century A.D. and 
were found in almost perfect condition. 

“So far. we have found eight of them, but the excavations 
are continuing and the Meet is certainly much bigger." said 
Stefano Bruni of the Tuscany archaeology department. 

The archaeologists have also begun to excavate what they 
believe is a Roman warship, which would make it the first such 
vessel from ancient times siiU fully preserved. The site will be 
open to specialists and journalists on April 10. a minister said. 


A Larger-Than-Life Power Play Spans the Seine 


By Alan Riding 

New ViwA Times Service 


P ARIS — With all the symmetry that 
Parisians love, the Pont des Arts links the 
painting and sculpture of the Louvre Mu- 
seum with the philosophy and letters of the 
Inslitut de France. 

It is a footbridge, but a serious bridge 
nonetheless, its iron arches resting on stone 
foundations and 19th-century lampposts 
adding elegance to its wide wooden walk- 
way across the Seine. 

It is. one might say. an unlikely place to 
find Fierce American Indian warriors and 
naked African wrestlers. 

Overnight, however, the Pont des Arts has 
been turned into an open-air. 24-hour ex- 
hibition space peopled by 68 larger-than-life 
sculptures by a 63-year-old artist from Sen- 
egal. Ousmane Sow. 

The show forms pan of a cultural pro- 
gram that presented an overview of 20th- 
century sculpture on the Cbaraps-Elysees in 
1996 and works bv Mark di Suvero on the 
esplanade of the Invalides in 1997. This 
time the setting as well as the works is 
pulling larger round-the-clock crowds than 
ever. 

The sculptures are ah figurative, yet what 
makes them so striking, apart from their size 
and unusual appearance, is the physical 
power and movement they evoke, as if they 
were alive one moment and frozen the next 
Individually and in groups they all seem 
intent on telling a story. And through their 
stories Sow pays homage to American In- 
dians and to Africans. 

The show, which will run through May 
20 and is Sow's first retrospective, presents 
five of the narrative series he has made since 
he turned to sculpture 15 years ago: Nuba 
wrestlers (1984). Masai warriors (3988). 
Zulu warriors (1991), Fulani shepherds 
1 1 993) and the Battle of Little Big Horn 
(1998). which alone comprises no fewer 
than 24 human figures and 1 1 horses and 
represents his most remarkable achieve- 
ment. 

Until now Parisians were unfamiliar with 
his work. Sow. however, was hardly un- 
familiar with Paris. 

Born in Dakar in 1935, he left Senegal in 
1957 for Paris, where he lived for the next 
25 years. He dreamed of becoming an artist 
bur dropped our of art school for lack of 
funds. Instead he qualified as a physio- 
therapist and opened a private practice that 
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A view along the Pont des Arts with a few of Ousmane Sow's sculptures. 

weather substance, the ingredients of which 
remain his secret. 

After his Nuba wrestlers were shown at 
the French Cultural Center in Dakar in 1988. 


eventually earned him a respectable liv- 
ing. 

It also taught him everything a sculptor 
needs to know about the human body. 

By the time he returned to Dakar in the 
early 1980s, be had tried his hand ai-sraall- 
scale sculpture without satisfactory results. 

Then, in 1984, he discovered photographs 
of naked Nuba wrestlers in southern Sudan 
taken in the late 1960s by Leni Riefenstahl. 
Hitler's documentary filmmaker, and he was 
suddenly inspired to attack monumental 
sculptures. 

The result seen here includes two mus- 
cular tribesmen wrestling, another two in 
combat with staffs, a naked woman dancing 
and a quiet sculpture of a woman sitting 
cross-legged as she paints the body of a 
kneeling man. 

Sow began developing the technique that 
would enable him to create figures in move- 
ment that are sometimes 9 or 10 feet high but 
nonetheless have the hair, eyes, teeth, 
muscles, clothes and shoes necessary to 
make them look human. 

Today he uses construction wire to 
provide the skeleton and then varioosly 
mixes day, plastic, stone, metal, jute, cloth, 
plaster and rubber to shape the figures. Fi- 
nally the sculptures are coated in an all- 


Sow felt encouraged to press on. By the time 
he was noticed by the broader art world at 
Documenta 9 in Kassel, Germany, in 1992 
and again at the 1995 Venice Biennale, he 
had created his Masai. Zulu and Fulani 
series. 

With the Masai, his second group. Sow 
introduced animals, as in “Blood Drinker 
With Bull.” in which a tribesman is bleeding 
the neck of a bull while dying to control its 
head-tossing resistance. 

He was also drawn to create peaceful 
images, like a broad-backed Masai woman 
breast-feeding a baby, a 10-foot-high Masai 
warrior standing guard with a spear and 
decorated shield, a Peul woman tending her 
man's hair and a Peul couple courting 
shyly. 

Yet it is in movement that he excels: a 
Zulu warrior bedecked in animal skins about 
to throw a spear, a young Peul tribesman 
wrestling a bullock and a Masai woman in a 
trance, standing on her tiptoes as if about to 
fall, her head thrown back and her eyes 
rolling wildly. 

Sow, a tall white-haired man with a jovial 


mann er, recounts that he creates Ids sculp- 
tures without prior sketches, guided only by 
his imagination. , 

“I do not seek anatomical exactitude, 
he explained. “In order for energy to ex- 
press itself, whether from humans or ma- 
terial. doesn't it need to be tortured in some 
way?” 

More surprising perhaps, he has never 
visited any of Ihe African tribes that he has 
portrayed- In the case of “Uttle Big Horn. ’ 
though, be read all he could about the 1876 
battle where the Seventh Cavalry Regiment 
was defeated — and Colonel George A. 
Custer was killed — by Sioux and Cheyenne 
forces under Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, Two 
Moon and GalL 

In the center of the Pont des Arts, scenes 
from that battle are presented like a giant 
mise ea scene, its fury, f a l li n g bodies and 
dead horses reminiscent, in the view of one 
French art critic, of Picasso's “Guernica. 

At one end Sitting Bull sits in prayer, his 
hands held high, his head looking upward; at 
the other end a uniformed array bugler seems 
to be calling for help. In the middle the battle 

At one moment two soldiers stand back 
to back, pistols in hand, trying to hold off 
one muscular Indian who holds a bow and 
arrow and another firing from a staggering 
horse. , , . 

In another scene a soldier with a knife m 
his hand is wrestling an Indian to the ground. 
Custer's own death is also imagined: as an 
Indian fires at him, he falls, captured, as his 
left band touches the ground, his head 
thrown back, the pistol in his right hand no 
longer able to save him. t 

Sow’s work seems to owe little to Africa s 
tradition of carving wooden masks and 
statues and in many ways is closer to the 
sculpture of, say. Rodin. Maillol and Bour- 
delle, which he was able to study during his 
long years in Paris. Yet it is the raw strength 
of Africa, which he also projects onto the 
Ameri can Indians, that distinguishes it from 
anything done in the West 

His daring also includes the fact that as a 
Muslim he has risked criticism simply by 
representing human figures, something that 
is supposedly prohibited by Islam. Bui he is 
unfazed. 

“The prophet’s concent was with idol- 
atry, not sculpture," he said. “I include no 
fetishism in my pieces. A sculpture is a work 
that can awaken emotion, but never an object 
that should be prayed to. ’ ' 
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Brown and Houston at a party in New York. 


A N END may be in sight to the traffic jams provoked by 
“Mona Lisa” at the Louvre Museum in Puis. An in- 
ternational jury has picked a French architect. Lorenzo Pi- 
queras, to turn the Salle des Etats. where Leonardo da 
Vinci's masterpiece now hangs, into two galleries, one for 
large oils of the Venetian Renaissance, the other exclusively 
tor “Mona Lisa." The Louvre, which receives 6 million 
visitors a year, hopes this will facilitate things for the many 
tourists who enter the museum principally to see the painting. 
The $4.5 million conversion, to be paid for by Nippon 
Television, should be ready in 2002. 

□ 

Whitney Houston says she’s the aggressor in her marriage to 
Bobby Brown. ' ‘Contrary to belief. 1 do the hitting, he doesn’t 
He has never put his hands on me. He is not a woman-beater,” 
the singer and actress says in the May issue of Redbook. “We 
are crazy for one another. I mean crazy in love, love, love, love, 
love. When we’re fighting, it's like that's love for us. We're 
fighting for our love." Brown’s arrest history includes drunken 
driving and battery against women other than his wife. 

□ 

The rapper Coolio, accused in California of carrying a 
concealed handgun in his vehicle, has changed his legal tune 
again. Coolio. whose real name is Artis Leon Ivey Jr„ 
originally pleaded not guilty to the charge and then changed 
the plea to no-con test. On Tuesday, the rapper's lawyer 


withdrew the no-contest plea. No explanation was given. 

□ 

The widower of Tammy Wynette has spoken up to deny 
allegations that he helped cause the country star’s death. George 
Richey and Wynette ’s physician, Wallis Marsh, are being sued 
by three of her daughters, who contend that the two didn't 
monitor her condition closely enough and gave her too many 
painkillers. “All of these allegations are totally false, without 


Yoko Ono Sues Ex-Assistant 

The Assticiaied Press 

N EW YORK — In the latest episode in a long feud, 
Yoko Ono has sued a former assistant to John Lennon, 
claiming that he stole personal items after Lennon was 
killed. Ono contends in the federal suit that Fred Seaman 
agreed in 1983 to return boxes of Lennon’s personal items 
but has held on to hundreds of photographs. 

The suit, which seeks unspecified damages, said that 
after Lennon was shot to death in 1980 outside his New 
York City apartment. Seaman routinely took shopping bags 
lull of unreleased recordings, paintings and love letters. 
Seaman pleaded guilty in 1983 to stealing four journals and 
was sentenced to five years’ probation. He promised to 
return ail items he wrongfully took, (he suit said. 


foundation, and that will be proven in a court of law.*’ Richey 
said in a statement Marsh has also denied wrongdoing. 

a 

A fan of the bandleader Glenn Miller paid £2 1 .850 (about 
S35.000) fora military logbook that may hold a clue to Miller's 
disappearance during World War U. William Suitts of 
Boulder. Colorado, bid for the book by telephone to Sotheby's 
auction house in London. Miller disappeared in a plane over the 
English Channel on a foggy December day in 1 944. No trace 
was ever found of the aircraft or its passengers. One theory’ was 
that the plane went down because of had weather, but a flight 
log belonging to the Royal Air Force navigator Fred Shaw 
suggested Miller’s plane may have been downed by bombs 
jettisoned by a Royal Air Force squadron returning* from an 
aborted raid on Germany. In 1985 the Ministry of Defense 
wrote a letter to Shaw saying, “in retrospect we now lean 
towards this being the most likely solution to the mystery.” 

D . 

Ear! Spencer, the brother of Diana, Princess of Wales, oa ) 
Wednesday accepted a public apology and libel damages after ; 
allegations about proceeds from a memorial concert. Spencer 
had sued Express Newspapers; the Express on Sunday editor, 
Rosie Boycott, and the media editor, Ben Summerskill. over an 
article that appeared late last year headlined “Mystery of Ear! ’s 
£1 million concert cash.” The case centered on a 'memorial 
concert at the Spencer family home of A! thorp in June 1998. 



and use AT&T Direct 3 Service. 


down in history ) 


It \ 


vVuh -h.;- r.orla . m;:t pa.-.srf* neuori.;w $et fail. dear, reliable connections from anywhere Plus you’ll always have the option of. 
'.> v :da ;jrv. and ..ou’re /. til in /v hat an smarm? culture .ve live in. 


operator who speaks your language 


For easy calling worldwide: 

1. Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the country 
you are wllir,* from 

2. Dial the phone number you "re ailing. 

3. Dial vour care number. 


'■Gff 


... 

-icu-***-?! ’fr’ 



AT&T Access Numbers 


Austria 0 022-903-0 1 1 

Belgium* MOO- 1 00- 10 

RcpubEcA m MM2-ODO-l 0 1 

Egypt* ( Cairo Jt 5104200 

France 0-800-99-0011 

Germany 0800-2255-288 


Greece* _....0W00-I3 It 

Irefanda...". 1-800-550-000 

Israel I4W-94-94-949 

taty* 172-101 1 


Nothertands* 0800-022-91 1 1 

Riom (Moscow)* 755-5042 . 

For access numbers not listed above, ask any operator for ATS, T Direct Service, or visit 

www.att.com/traveler 


Saudi Arabia -’.-. 

Spain. 

Sweden — 
Switzerland*.... 
United Kingdom 
United Kingdom 


1-800-10 

-WO- 99 <0-1 1 

*20-795-41 1 

0800-89-001 1 

* MUMUtil 

* ; 0500-89-001 1 

our Web sice at 



't's all within your reach. 

Credit art affuig uitnec: to j.ailjfutrv Pry-men; reme yjfafca id jrow orc4t card agreement BoH-bced countries permrt country-to-country calling outside die OS. Co*ect tali mg 0 available nj the US. only. CotoKry-to-cauitry rates errata ot thr rmr , —a . . le . 

all countries hired above ■ Pay phone deposit. * Limited joibtulny Callmg rratfabJe to countries. OPuMc phones requre Vocal com payment Airin* the ca*. rDnlltt" Ira. outside Cairo. • Add Kind d unes apply outside Motto* Qijse UK. , u nun^er^ - a BaB**^* 1 eh ”* e baaed on dtt country you are nl Tii o .Y„ 


1 


/ 




